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IELTS General Reading Recent Actual Tests with 

Answers (January - April 2021) 

PREFACE 

As far as you know, IELTS candidates will have only 60 minutes for this IELTS Reading part with a total of 

40 questions. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that you invest time in practicing the real IELTS 

reading tests for this module. 

Beside Cambridge IELTS Practice Tests series published by Oxford University Press, IELTS General 

Reading Recent Actual Tests with Answers aims to develop both test-taking skills and language 

proficiency to help you achieve a high IELTS Reading score. It contains IELTS General Reading Tests in the 

chronological order of the recent tests and an Answer Key. Each test contains three sections which cover 

a rich variety of topics and give a lots of practice for a wide range of question types used in the IELTS 

Exam such as multiple choice questions, short-answer questions, sentence completion, summary 

completion, classification, matching lists / phrases, matching paragraph headings, identification of 

information - True/False/Not Given, etc. When studying IELTS with this e-book, you can evaluate at the 

nearest possibility how difficult the IELTS Reading section is in the real exam, and what the top most 

common traps are. Moreover, these tests are extracted from authentic IELTS bank source; therefore, 

you are in all probability to take these tests in your real examinations. 

Don't just trust to luck in your IELTS exam -the key is practice! 

IELTS Material 

https://ieltsmaterial.com I admin@ieltsmaterial.com 
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34 A geographer documents Viking culture as it happens. 

35 A philosopher classifies cultures hierarchically. 

36 Historians assert that Viking history is based more on legends than facts. 

37 Young people learn about Viking cultural and economic activities. 

38 People see themselves as unrelated to Vikings. 

https://ieltsmaterial.com 

39 An historian claims Viking colonists to modem-day Canada came from his land. 

40 Viking conquests are exaggerated to bolster the country's ego after a territorial loss. 

List of times & places 

A In the UK today 

B In 19th-centuiry Norway 

C In 19th-centuiry Sweden 

D In 19th-centuiry England 

E In Denmark today 

F In 9th-century Persia 

G In mid-20th century Soviet Union 

H In Russia today 
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Eventually, the plants arrived on the nearby island of Madagascar, where hand pollination proved its 

worth. Assisted by the climate and rich soil, hand pollination by the country's skilled farmers has 

enabled Madagascar to become the world's top vanilla producer in quantity and, many would argue, 

quality. 

The curing process is similar to that in Mexico with one difference. The farmers initiate the process by 

immersing the green vanilla pods in hot water for some time. They then store them in sweat boxes 

before beginning the routine of spreading them outdoors during the day and packing them away at 

night. The different curing method used contributes to the overall flavour of the vanilla. 

The sweet, creamy and mellow flavour is the one most people identify with vanilla. This flavour and the 

pod's ability to hold that flavour in both hot and cold applications make it an exceptional 'all-purpose' 

vanilla which is many people's first choice for a wide range of sweet recipes - from cooking and baking 

to ice creams and buttercreams. 

Tahiti 

Like the other countries, Tahiti's tropical climate makes it ideal for growing vanilla. However, Tahiti 

differs in the species of vanilla that is most common: Vanilla tahitensis Moore. This is the hybrid of two 

vanilla species introduced in the 1800s. These two species were skilfully crossed in the next few 

decades, to create the plump Tahitian vanilla pods we know today. 

The curing process also differs from other countries'. Mature pods are first stacked in a cool place until 

they are completely brown (five to ten days) and then rinsed briefly in clear water, a unique 

characteristic of the method used in Tahiti. For the next month, growers expose the pods to the gentle 

morning sunlight. In the afternoon, they bind the pods in cloths and store them in crates until the next 

morning, to promote transpiration. Little by little, the vanilla pods lose weight and shrink. Throughout 

this phase, the workers carefully smooth and even out the pods with their fingers. Then after a month, 

the final step is to leave the pods in a shaded and well-ventilated spot for 40 days to lower their 

moisture content. 

This species of orchid combined with Tahiti's advantageous climate and soil results in vanilla that has 

fruity and sweet tones. Tahitian vanilla is especially vulnerable to heat and is, therefore, best used in 

refrigerated and frozen desserts, fruit pies and smoothies. 

Indonesia 

Indonesia is the second-largest producer of vanilla. However, Indonesian production methods focus on 

quantity over quality. Unlike other regions, where vanilla beans are picked only when ripe, Indonesian 

growers harvest all the beans at one time, a labour-saving adjustment. 

The curing process also features production shortcuts such as the use of propane heaters to speed up 

drying. The use of such heat, which chemically alters the beans, essentially 'bums off-flavour 

components while adding a smoky tone, resulting in a less complex taste and a sharper flavour. 

Indonesian vanilla works well when blended with vanillas from other regions and, because it's more 

economical, it makes the end product more affordable. 
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22. Undergraduate students have two types of assignments �n order to complete their

................. course 

L.:). 1 ne n rs1 one ................................ 10 u1e l(Y OT 

inn' 

24. It will be held on ............................. during week 9 

25. Students will be guided by ......................... 

26. The second assesment is a ........................... 

27. It consists of gathering .............................. 

28. Students are expected to ............. i.e., end of week 14 

� ....•.•................ Wt oe eva1ua ea ana w,11 count towaros tne 

fin;:tl m 

Reading Passage 3 

Beyond the limits of land exploited. 

Despite deforestation within the last few centuries, rainforests still remain a biodiversity treasure 

hidden from human touch. 

>m

Throughout the centuries, rainforests have played a significant role in enriching society. Firstly, there 

were the indigenous tribes, who worshipped the rainforests with their own culture and their love and 

respect for nature. Then, there were members of a new civilisation, and wherever they stepped on, 

forests faced devastation. Whether they looked for gold and precious stones or new land to settle down, 

the result was deforestation. 

Life changed, and so did the meaning of richness. Nowadays, there are those who seek to do business 

with the wood being cut illegally. And there are members of the science community - they are biologists, 

chemists, naturalists and health professionals who have been struggling to learn about the secrets of 

biodiversity. 

The name rainforests designate the forests which are under heavy rainfall throughout the year. They 

are located in the intertropical convergence zone, i.e., the area surrounding the equator. They fall into 

two categories - the tropical rainforest and the temperate one. The first one is found in the tropical 

areas, including Central America and South America, Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia. The second 
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