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[ Message from Liz 

Hi guys, 

I mprove your 
grammar by 
building awareness 
and accuracy. 

Play to your 
strengths and 
avoid errors. 

Your grammar 
score in an IELTS 
essay is as much 
about strategy as 
about hnowledge. 

I just want to have a quick chat before you become too immersed in English 

grammar. 

Success in the marking criterion of grammar comes from gaining awareness of what 

aspects of grammar you can use in your essay to showcase your skills and avoid 

errors. I hope this e-book will help you take a very firm step towards increasing your 

score in one of the most challenging of the four marking criteria. I am sure this e-book 

wiJI help you open your eyes to all the English grammar features you already know, 

but forget to demonstrate to the examiner, and to much more that you need to pay 

attention to for a high score. With both knowledge and awareness comes real 

confidence. With such confidence comes success. 

I have tried to ensure that this e-book goes beyond just a standard grammar book. I 

have tried to make sure that it answers your concerns and questions about what 

grammar is all about in an !EL TS essay. I hope you will see more clearly what you 

need to do to increase your score after you have completed this e-book. 

However, I also hope that this e-book will be more than just your friend during your 

!El TS preparation. I hope it will be your constant companion as you strive to improve 

your English in the years to come as you build a successful future for yourself 

I wish you the very best of luck in your exam and in all your future endeavours. 

All the best, 

Liz 
One step taken with 
awareness, clarity of 
mind and clear purpose 
is more effective than ten 
steps taken in confusion, 
doubt and lack of focus. 
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How to Use this E-book 

This e-book is suitable for people wishing to improve their English language through higher 

level grammar and for those wishing to increase their IELTS Writing Task 2 score. 

E-book Aims 

1. The aim of this e-book is to take your English grammar to a higher level. Your 

development of English should not stop with IELTS. This e-book is also for people 

who have finished their IELTS test and wish to continue learning. 

2. This e-book also aims to help you increase your IELTS Writing Task 2 score by 

helping you learn more about grammar for IELTS and what the examiner is looking 
for. The target for this e-book is band score 7 and above. 

You need to learn not only a range of tenses and sentence structures but also other 

grammar features such as noun clauses and noun phrases. This is essential for better 

English and for IELTS because the examiner will pay equal attention to all grammar 

features you use in your essay. One aspect of grammar does not have more value than 

another. 

As errors in IELTS Writing Task 2 grammar will lower your score, this e-book also contains 

an essential list of errors to avoid. Never go beyond your own personal capacity. Know 

your own strengths and weaknesses. The Workbook will help you test your development 

of English grammar. Most chapters have corresponding exercises which you can complete 

in the Workbook. At the back of the Workbook, you will find three model essays with 

mistakes in for you to spot. These final exercises will help you with proofreading skills as 

well as test your development. 

Do not memorise entire sentences to put in your IELTS essays. Use the example sentences 

to learn tenses and sentence structures in order to make your own sentences. The 

sentences you use in your essay should be created by you, not memorised from books. 

Once you have developed your range and cultivated accuracy, you will need to apply these 

appropriately and correctly in your IELTS essay. To do this, do not aim to impress. Instead 

aim for clear, precise meaning and accurate sentences. Make sure you spend plenty of 

time planning your essay so that when you start writing, you can focus on vocabulary and 

grammar. 

More Than One Month Before Your Test 

If you have one month or more before your test date, you can take your time to work 

through this e-book. Work through each chapter in turn. On completion of a chapter, turn 
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to the relevant page in the Workbook to complete exercises to test your understanding 

and accuracy. If you have struggled with the exercises, return to the chapter and review it 

again. 

One Month or Less Before Your Test 

If you have less than one month before your test date, you might want to focus on specific 

aspects of English grammar to quickly build range and accuracy. 

In the Contents Pages, I have marked the chapters which will benefit you most with this 
sign: 0. . In the Workbook, the most important exercises are the Spot the Mistakes 

Exercises which are three model essays with common errors to find. 

Using This E-book for English Grammar, not IELTS 

This e-book mainly focuses on the development of English language through grammar. Of 

course, there are chapters for IELTS Writing Task 2, but most chapters are for the 

improvement of English grammar. If you look at the Contents Pages, I have marked the 

chapters most useful to you with *** . Of course, you will still learn a lot from the other 

chapters, but those I have highlighted will be most beneficial to you. 

IELTS Speaking Grammar Tips 

Even though this e-book mainly focuses on IELTS Writing Task 2, all the grammar rules for 
English which are taught in this e-book apply to IELTS Speaking as well. As with Writing 

Task 2, grammar counts for 25% of your Speaking score. However, IELTS Speaking is 

informal which means some of the restrictions for Writing Task 2 do not apply. For 

example, the use of pronouns is wide and varied in IELTS Speaking. You can and should use 
contractions (it is= it's) for IELTS Speaking because it is an essential pronunciation feature 

to demonstrate to the examiner. When you practice at home, record your answers. Then 
write down word for word what you have said and refer to this e-book to check your 

accuracy. Mistakes in grammar will lower your IELTS Speaking score. 

You need to show a range of English grammar in your IELTS Speaking Test. Practice adding 

different tenses, clauses and other features found in this e-book to your answers at home. 

This should be part of your training prior to your Speaking test. However, in the test itself, 

your main focus needs to be on fluency and extending your answers. By the time of your 

test, grammar range and accuracy should come more naturally to you from your extensive 
practice at home. Try to avoid self-correction as this lowers your Fluency score. 
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IELTS Writing Task 2 Grammar Band Scores 

IELTS Writing Task 2 Assessment Criteria 

■ Task Response 

Coherence & Cohesion 

■ Lexical Resource 

■ Grammatical Range & 
Accuracy 

As you can see from the chart above, the examiner will mark your essay based on four 

marking criteria. Each criterion is worth 25% of your marks. There is no difference at all 

between the criteria for Academic IELTS writing and General Training IELTS writing. Below 

are simplistic descriptions of the four marking criteria shown above in the pie chart. 

Task Response relates to your answer and ideas connected to the issue or issues 

presented in the essay question. 

Coherence and Cohesion relates to how you link your ideas, how you organise your 

ideas, how you use paragraphs and your use of referencing. 

Lexical Resource is all about the range and accuracy of your vocabulary, including 

spelling. 

Grammatical Range and Accuracy is about the range of the grammar you use, which 

is far more than just tenses, and the accuracy of your grammar, including 

punctuation. 

Grammar is the area that many people struggle with. They struggle with achieving 

accuracy and are confused about what "range" means. This e-book will help you develop 

more accuracy to reduce errors and will help you understand all the range of grammar 

features you can use in your essay. 

Your aim should always be to reduce your errors by making your grammar more accurate 

and to increase your awareness of grammar so that you can show a better range. 
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The examiner will check the range and accuracy of your English grammar. This means: 

• the range of tenses, sentence structures, noun phrases and other grammar features 

• how accurate your grammar is (how many mistakes you make, including 

punctuation) 

IELTS Grammar Band Score Table 

Below is a table which summarises how the examiner will grade your Writing Task 2 

grammar. 

Grammar 

Band 

Scores 

• 
Band 5 • 

• 

• 

Band 6 • 

• 

• 

Band 7 • 
• 
• 

• 
Band 8 • 

• 
• 

Band 9 • 

• 

IEL TS Public Descriptors Summary 

Uses a limited range of structures • Not much variety in sentences 

Attempts complex sentences but these • Simple sentences are more 
are less accurate than simple sentences accurate 

May make frequent grammatical errors • Complex sentences are less 
and punctuation might be faulty accurate 

Errors can cause some difficulty for the • Frequent errors 

reader • Meaning of sentences is 

unclear at times 

Uses a mix of simple and complex • Not all sentences are complex 

sentences • Some sentences are simple 
May make some errors in grammar and • Some errors 
punctuation • Meaning of sentences is clear 
Errors rarely cause difficulty for the 

reader 

Uses a variety of complex sentences • A range of complex sentence 

Frequent error-free sentences structures 

Good control of grammar and • Few errors 

punctuation 

Makes few errors 

Uses a wide range of structures • Wide range of structures 

The majority of sentences are error-free • Occasional errors 

Makes only very occasional errors or • Most sentences are free of 
inappropriacies errors 

Uses a wide range of structures with full • Flexible use of structures 
flexibility and accuracy • Accidental small errors 
Rare minor errors occur only as 'slips' 
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You can see that more errors will lower your score. Use this e-book to reduce those 

errors. 

The examiner will not count each individual error. There is no particular number of errors 

relating to any band score. The examiner will assess the overall density of errors (the 

general frequency) and whether those errors impede communication. You should aim for 

clarity and making your ideas clear as a first step. Do not just aim to impress. 

From the descriptions, it can be seen that simple sentence structures are common in the 

lower band scores and a variety of complex sentence structures is a feature of the higher 

band scores. However, do not overstretch yourself. Always use the grammar features and 

structures that you feel you can produce accurately. Use this e-book to help you safely 

expand that range. 
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Length of Sentences 

It is a very common mistake to think that a complex sentence needs to be long. This is not 

the case at all in IELTS. In fact, very long sentences often illustrate poor punctuation. A 

sentence that contains a clause would be considered complex because it has a clause, not 

because it is long. 

Below you will see the difference between a sentence that is too long and would lower 

your score in Writing Task 2 and sentences that are controlled in length. 

Poor control of sentence length: 

Many children struggle with weight problems, such as obesity, because they do not 

take enough exercise and as they have a poor diet, which is mainly caused by the 

abundance of fast food on offer, they are unable to burn off the calories and fat, and 

thus gain weight. 

This is just one VERY long sentence. Many students think this shows complex English. 

However, it only shows a lack of punctuation and a lack of awareness of the criterion of 

grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2. The examiner will look for both a range of sentence 

structures and good punctuation. So, in IELTS, the length needs to be controlled. 

Now look below at how it should have been written. 

Good control of length: 

Many children struggle with weight problems, such as obesity, because they do not 

take enough exercise. Another reason for this problem is a poor diet, which is mainly 

caused by the abundance of fast food on offer. The accumulated effect is that 

children do not burn off excess calories and fat, and this leads to serious weight gain. 

The paragraph contains the same information, but it is written as three sentences. The 

sentences are linked together appropriately: "Another reason for this problem ... " / "The 

accumulated effect is ... ". Each sentence in this paragraph is considered a complex 

sentence. Signposting and linking are marked in IELTS Writing Task 2 under the marking 

criterion of Coherence and Cohesion. Using three sentences also shows the examiner that 

you are able to control punctuation and know when to use a full stop. A complex sentence 

does not need to be very long. A complex sentence might have just 15 words in it. There is 

no particular length to aim for, but just be aware of creating sentences that are too long 

and contain too many clauses. 
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What are Complex Sentences in IEL TS Writing Task 2? 

Understanding Simple and Complex Sentences in IELTS 

In IELTS Writing Task 2, the examiner will take note of whether you are using simple or 

complex sentences. Below are examples of the different stages of complexity of sentences. 

Simple 

Compound 

Complex 

I Doctors must sometimes work late at night. 

Doctors must sometimes work late at night, but the hours 

can put a strain on their health. 

Although being a doctor is considered a good job, doctors 

_ L ust sometimes work late at night. 

Compound-complex Doctors must sometimes work late at night, but the hours 

can put a strain on their health even though the job is 

considered a good one. 

As you can see above, a compound sentence is w hen you join two sentences together 

using a conjunction, such as and or but. When you create a compound sentence by joining 

two sentences, it is no longer considered a simple structure in IELTS. In other words, a 

compound sentence would be considered a complex sentence in IELTS Writing Task 2 

purely because it is not simple. 

This means a compound sentence, a complex sentence and a compound-complex sentence 

are all considered complex by IELTS standards because they are not simple in structure. In 

IELTS, a complex sentence does not need to be complicated . 

In the examples above, the compound sentence is connected using the linking word but. 

This is just as acceptable and valuable as a complex sentence using the linking word 

though, as shown in the third sentence. You should aim to use a range of compound and 

complex sentences if you are aiming for band 7 or above. For those aiming for bands 8 and 

9, using compound-complex sentences will certainly help. 
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Complex Grammar FAQs 

Do all my sentences need to be complex? 

It depends on your level of English and your band score target. Your aim should be to avoid 

errors, rather than trying to impress. The more errors you have, the lower your score. 

If your grammar is not strong, you should mostly use a combination of simple and 

compound sentence structures. However, if your grammar is strong, aim for a good range 

of compound, complex and compound-complex structures. For the higher-level 

candidates, avoid using simple sentence structures. To understand more about how errors 

will impact your score, see the band score information on page 4. 

Do my sentences need to be long? 

No. A complex sentence does not need to be very long. In IELTS, a very long sentence is 

often viewed as an example of poor punctuation . This is explained on page 6. 
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From Simple to Complex 

Simple Sentences 

In the box below, you will see a paragraph written by a hypothetical IELTS test taker who 

has not been trained in IELTS techniques or complex structures. 

Many people travel to work by car. They travel by car because it is quick 

and convenient. Many cars can cause air pollution. The number of cars 

should be limited in city centres. Limiting car use will reduce air pollution. 

People should use public transport. Public transport needs to be 

improved. Better public transport will encourage people to use it. 

The paragraph above is made up of mostly simple sentences. You can see that the 

paragraph is basically a list of simple sentences put in one paragraph. Here you can see 

them listed in order: 

• Many people travel to work by car. 

• They travel by car because it is quick and convenient. 

• Many cars can cause air pollution. 

• The number of cars should be limited in city centres. 

• Limiting car use will reduce air pollution. 

• People should use public transport. 

• Public transport needs to be improved. 

• Better public transport will encourage people to use it. 

What are the problems with this? 

1. Most sentences above are simple in formation and quite short. 

2. There is a lot of repetition (words are repeated often). 

3. The ideas are not connected. They are similar to a list of ideas written one after the 

other rather than being a cohesive paragraph. 
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How will the examiner view this paragraph? 

The sentences do provide ideas which are relevant, which means they fulfil, although not 

well, the marking criterion of Task Response, which is 25% of your marks. 

However, how is this paragraph viewed by the examiner based on the other marking 

criteria: Coherence and Cohesion, Lexical Response (i.e. vocabulary) and Grammatical 

Range and Accuracy (i.e. grammar)? 

• The examiner will notice the lack of linking words and this will adversely affect your 

score for Coherence and Cohesion, which is 25% of your marks. 

• The examiner will notice a large number of repeated words. There is also a limited 

range of vocabulary for this topic. Both problems will reduce your score for 

vocabulary, which is 25% of your marks. 

• The examiner will notice a lot of simple structures and no complex structures. This 

will lower your score for grammar, which is 25% of your marks. 

How can this be improved? 

Answer: 

• Connect sentences with linking words. 

• Reference using it, this, they, etc. 

• Put more information in the sentences to achieve better in Task Response. 

• Make the sentences more complex. 

• Deploy a better range of vocabulary. 

Complex Sentences 

Now let's write this paragraph again using the right techniques: linking, referencing and 

clauses. 

Below you can see the three paragraphs for comparison: 

1. Simple Sentences: Unconnected sentences with repetitive vocabulary 

Many people travel to work by car. They travel by car because it is quick 

and convenient. Cars cause air pollution. The number of cars should be 

limited in city centres. Limiting car use will reduce air pollution. People 

should use public transportation. Public transport needs to be improved. 

Better and cheaper public transport will encourage people to use it. 
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2. Simple and Complex: Connected sentences but only adequate range of vocabulary 

Many people travel to work by car because it is quick and convenient. Cars 

cause air pollution so the number should be limited in city centres. ~ 

doing this, air pollution can be reduced. Furthermore, public transport 

needs to be improved to encourage people to use that mode of transport 

rather than private cars. This can be done by offering cheaper and better 

public transport. 

3. Complex Sentences: Fully connected with a flexible range of vocabulary 

Many people commute to work by car simply because l! is a quick and 

convenient way to travel. As cars pollute the air with carbon emissions, it is 

advisable that the number of vehicles should be limited, particularly in city 

centres. By reducing harmful emissions, air pollution will most definitely 

return to safer levels which will be less dangerous for people's health . 

Furthermore, as a step to reducing the use of private vehicles, the 

government ought to encourage t he use of public t ransport by offering the 

public a cheaper and more reliable public transportation system. 

Development of Sentences 

A) Two unconnected sentences become one: 

Many people travel to work by car. They travel by car because it is quick and 

convenient. 

► Many people travel to work by car because it is quick and convenient. 

Then we just add some interesting vocabulary: 

► Many people commute to work by car simply because it is a quick and 

convenient way to travel. 

B) Three unconnected sentences become two connected sentences: 
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Cars cause air pollution. The number of cars should be limited in city centres. 

Limiting car use will reduce air pollution. 

► Cars cause air pollution so the number should be limited in city centres.~ 
doing this, air pollution can be reduced. 

► As cars pollute the air with carbon emissions, it is advisable that the number 
of vehicles should be limited, particularly in city centres. By reducing harmful 

emissions, air pollution will most definitely return to safer levels which will 
be less dangerous for people's health. 

You can also see that the third option contains more information and details, which 

means more interesting vocabulary and a better score for Task Response. 

C) Three sentences become two and then one: 

People should use public transport. Public transport needs to be improved. Better 

and cheaper public transport will encourage people to use it. 

► Furthermore, public transport needs to be improved to encourage people to 
use that mode of transport rather than private cars. This can be done by 
offering cheaper and better public transport. 

► Furthermore, as a step to reducing the use of private vehicles, the 

government ought to encourage t he use of public transport by offering the 
public a cheaper and more reliable public transportation system. 

More Examples of Simple to Complex 

Below are three more examples of how paragraphs can be developed from simple to 

complex. When you analyse the development of the paragraphs below, pay particular 

attention to: 

1. sentence length 

2. sentence complexity with grammar features and clauses 
3. topic sentences (the first sentence of a body paragraph) 
4. referencing and absence of repetition 
5. signposting- making supporting points stand out for the reader 

6. connecting ideas rather than listing them 
7. developed, well explained ideas 
8. relevant examples and details 
9. absence of over-generalisation (being more specific and more precise) 

10. vocabulary. 
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Your paragraph development is not only about grammar, it must include more thought-out 

ideas with more detail, linking words and richer, topic-related vocabulary. 

The benefits of mobile phones 

Mobile phones are good for people. People can use mobile phones in all 

places. This is a good thing for people and communication. It is also good 

for emergencies. Mobile phones are quick to use. For example, if I send a 

text to my friends, they can reply in one minute. Smartphones have 

internet access. People can go online and do banking or shopping with a 

mobile phone. {68 words) 

There can be no doubt that mobile phones are extremely useful. One 

advantage is that mobile phones can be used wherever a person is. This is 

useful for better communication and in case of emergencies. Another 

benefit is that mobile phones offer quick communication. This allows 

people to communicate with each other by text or calling in just one 

minute no matter where they are. The last plus point is that smartphones 

allow people to access the internet to do their online banking or shopping, 

which is very convenient. {89 words) 

Mobile phones have indeed changed the way we communicate and live. 

One obvious advantage is that people are now able to be geographically 

mobile while calling or texting, which is clearly beneficial in many cases 

such as emergencies. Furthermore, being able to communicate with just a 

click has revolutionised the way business is conducted around the world 

and has opened up a new era of instant communication. Another benefit is 

the multiple functions of a smartphone which enable people to multitask 

with the convenience of using only one device. For example, users are now 

able to do online banking or shopping as well as profit from other features 

such as apps and cameras. {113 words) 
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Development of sentences: 

Mobile phones are good for people. 

► There can be no doubt that mobile phones are extremely useful. 

► Mobile phones have indeed changed the way we communicate and live. 

People can use mobile phones in all places. This is a good thing for people and 

communication. It is also good for emergencies. 

► One advantage is that mobile phones can be used wherever a person is. This is 

useful for better communication and in case of emergencies. 

► One obvious advantage is that people are now able to be geographically mobile 

while calling or texting, which is clearly beneficial in many cases such as 

emergencies. 

Mobile phones are quick to use. For example, if I send a text to my friends, they can reply 

in one minute. 

► Another benefit is that mobile phones offer quick communication. This allows 

people to communicate with each other by text or calling in just one minute no 

matter where they are. 

► Furthermore, being able to communicate with just a click has revolutionised the 

way business is conducted around the world and has opened up a new era of 

instant communication. 

Smartphones have internet access. People can go online and do banking or shopping with 

a mobile phone. 

► The last plus point is that smartphones allow people to access the internet to do 

their online banking or shopping, which is very convenient. 

► Another benefit is the multiple functions of a smartphone which enable people to 

multitask with the convenience of using only one device. For example, users are 

now able to do online banking or shopping as well as profit from other features such 

as apps and cameras. 

People should have equal access to education, work and healthcare 

Humans should all have the same rights. People should be able to go to 

school. People should be allowed to work for money. People should be able 

to see a doctor. But some countries do not have all those things. For 

example, in many countries the economy is very bad. The result is that many 

people can never find a job. Rich countries should help poor countries. This is 

the best way to fix the problem. (76 words) 
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All people are born equal and they should have the same rights. All people 

around the world should have access to education, to work and to healthcare. 

However, not all countries can guarantee access to such things. For example, 

in many countries the economy is so bad that many people are unemployed, 

and do not have secondary education or good healthcare. The best solution is 

that rich countries support the poorer countries. If rich countries do not help, 

the situation will not change . {83 words) 

As all people are born equal, we should all have the same rights and 

opportunities regardless of nationality. No matter where a person is born, 

they should have access to good education, paid employment and an efficient 

healthcare system. However, unfortunately, this is not feasible for many 

countries, particularly those with a developing economy. For such countries, 

the lack of financial means has resulted in limited access to education and 

healthcare as well as high unemployment rates. Consequently, the most 

effective solution is for richer countries to provide essential aid, both financial 

and practical, to countries that are desperate for economic relief. Without 

such support, it is unlikely that poor countries w il l ever be able to offer the 

same opportunities to their citizens as their wealthier counterparts do. {128 

words) 

Development of sentences: 

Humans should all have the same rights . 

► All people are born equal and they should have the same rights. 

► As all people are born equal, we should all have the same rights and opportunities 

regardless of nationality. 

People should be able to go to school. People should be allowed to work for money. 

People should be able to see a doctor. 

► All people around the world should have access to education, to work and to 

healthcare. 

► No matter where a person is born, they should have access to good education, paid 

employment and an efficient healthcare system. 
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But some countries do not have all those things. For example, in many countries the 

economy is very bad. The result is that many people can never find a job. 

► However, not all countries can guarantee access to such things. For example, in 

many countries the economy is so bad that many people are unemployed, and do 

not have secondary education or good healthcare. 

► However, unfortunately, this is not feasible for many countries, particularly those 

with a developing economy. For such countries, the lack of financial means has 

resulted in limited access to education and healthcare as well as high 

unemployment rates. 

Rich countries should help poor countries. This is the best way to fix the problem. 

► The best solution is that rich countries support the poorer countries. If rich 

countries do not help, the situation will not change. 

► Consequently, the most effective solution is for richer countries to provide essential 

aid, both financial and practical, to countries that are desperate for economic relief. 

Without such support, it is unlikely that poor countries will be able to offer the 

same opportunities to their citizens as their wealthier counterparts do. 

The reasons for global mass tourism 

Mass tourism is growing these days. Mass tourism is growing because 

people have more free time than before. People have more money to 

spend. Many companies sell holidays with everything included. It is easy for 

people because they do not need to organise anything themselves. Flying is 

easier and less expensive than before. Mass tourism makes people happy. 

Good weather is enjoyable. People can also discover culture and history. {69 

words) 

There are a number of reasons behind the growth of mass tourism. One 

reason for the growth in mass tourism is that people have more free time 

and more money to spend than ever before. Another reason is that many 

travel agents offer holidays where everything is included and planned for 

the customer. Alternatively, for people who wish to travel independently, 

there are now cheap flights to many popular destinations. Lastly, mass 

tourism allows people to enjoy a better climate, and discover new cultures 

and rich history. (87 words) 
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The unprecedented growth in worldwide mass tourism can be explained by 

a number of reasons. One major factor contributing to this growth is that 

more people than ever before now enjoy more free time as well as more 

disposable income enabling them to travel abroad. Another explanation is 

that many travel agents offer affordable, all-inclusive package holidays 

which relieve holidaymakers of the burden of booking flights and hotels 

themselves. Alternatively, more independent-minded holidaymakers have 

the choice of turning to low-cost carriers and availing themselves of a wide 

range of no-frills flights to popular destinations. Lastly, mass tourism allows 

people to cheaply and conveniently experience a better climate while also 

discovering new cultures and exploring places of natural or historical 

interest. (120 words) 

Development of sentences: 

Mass tourism is growing these days. 

► There are a number of reasons behind the growth of mass tourism. 
► The unprecedented growth in worldwide mass tourism can be explained by a 

number of reasons. 

Mass tourism is growing because people have more free time than before. People have 

more money to spend. 

► One reason for the growth in mass tourism is that people have more free time and 
more money to spend than ever before. 

► One major factor contributing to this growth is that more people than ever before 

now enjoy more free time as well as more disposable income enabling them to 
travel abroad. 

Many companies sell holidays with everything included. It is easy for people because they 

do not need to organise anything themselves. 

► Another reason is that many travel agents offer holidays where everything is 
included and planned for the customer. 

► Another explanation is that many travel agents offer affordable, all-inclusive 
package holidays which relieve holidaymakers of the burden of booking flights and 
hotels themselves. 
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Flying is easier and less expensive than before. 

► Alternatively, for people who wish to travel independently, there are now cheap 
flights to many popular destinations. 

► Alternatively, more independent-minded holidaymakers have the choice of turning 
to low-cost carriers and availing themselves of a wide range of no-frills flights to 

popular destinations. 

Mass tourism makes people happy. Good weather is enjoyable. People can also discover 

culture and history. 

► Lastly, mass tourism allows people to enjoy a better climate, and discover new 

cultures and rich history. 

► Lastly, mass tourism allows people to cheaply and conveniently experience a better 
climate while also discovering new cultures and exploring places of natural or 
historical interest. 

Tips 

One way you can improve this aspect of your w riti ng is in the planning stage. Most people 
plan ideas similar to the level of what is written in the first paragraph of each of the three 
models above. If you do not think more deeply about your ideas and supporting points, 

you will end up writing in a basic manner, even if your English is strong. Take the time to 
think about the particulars of your ideas. Plan the details. Plan as much as you can before 
you start writing. 

So, to summarise: 

1. Brainstorm ideas that are relevant to the topic. 

2. Select which ideas are best to use. 

3. Think about supporting points that explain your main idea. 

4. Think of examples and more details so you can present developed supporting 

points. Try to avoid over-generalisation and be more specific. 

5. Think about extra information you can add to boost your vocabulary score. 

However, always use topic-related vocabulary. 

6. Think about how you will link ideas together (because I as I by doing this I so I 
furthermore I lastly, etc.). 

7. Think about referencing (this I it I they, etc.). This will reduce repeated words. 
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8. Think about clauses and the range of sentence structures available. 

9. Limit the length of sentences to provide accurate examples of various sentence 

structures. You can see that the length of each sentence is controlled and NOT 

TOO LONG. Always aim for accuracy rather than to impress. Know your limits. 

My example paragraphs above show how you can take simple ideas and develop them by 

adding well thought-out, specific detail. If you struggle with ideas for topics, please get the 

Ideas for IELTS Essay Topics E-book from IELTS Liz, which contains ideas and vocabulary for 

over 150 common essay topics. 

Copyright Reminder 

It is illegal to share this e-book in public. This e-book is 

protected by copyright law. 

This e-book is for your own personal use only. Anyone 

sharing this e-book in public can face legal 

consequences. 

Please respect the hard work of the author. Please 

report any copies of this e-book found being 

distributed online to IELTS Liz (Elizabeth Ferguson, the 

copyright owner). 

Thank you 
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Noun Phrases & Gerund Phrases 

Noun Phrases 

Noun phrases are one of the most common types of phrases used in English and a 

grammar feature that is good to showcase in your IELTS essay. 

The examiner will notice if you use noun phrases and will also notice the complexity of the 

noun phrase. It is certainly worth paying close attention to the noun phrases you use and 

practising creating them accurately. 

Types of Noun Phrases 

Simple Noun Phrase: A noun phrase might consist of only a main noun with an article or an 

article with an adjective. 

a small town 

a small 

Determiner Adjective Main Noun 

Note: The word "determiner" denotes a group of words that includes: articles (a, an, the); 

demonstratives (e.g. this, that, etc.); possessives (e.g. my, your, etc.); numbers (e.g. one, 

two, etc.). Quantifiers (e.g. some, any, much, more, few, etc.) are often included in this 

category. 

Complex Noun Phrase: A noun phrase might consist of a number of words surrounding a 

main noun. 

a small town with a healthy tourist trade 

a small town with A healthy tourist trade 

Determiner Adjective Main Preposition Determiner Adj. Noun Noun 

Noun 

For IELTS Writing Task 2, if you are aiming for a higher band score, you need to look at 

using more complex noun phrases. The complexity of the noun phrase will depend on your 

level of English. Remember your aim should always be to avoid errors. 
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Creating Complex Noun Phrases 

A noun phrase is made up of a collection of words that go before and/or after a main 

noun. Those words modify the meaning of the main noun. Below you can see examples of: 

• pre-modification (words going before the main noun) 

• post-modification (words going after the main noun). 

I Noun Phrase 

Pre-modification: a successful working mother 

Post-modification: companies with large resources 

Pre- and post-modification: a successful working mother with children 

Pre- and post-modification: I international companies with large resources 

When you use a noun phrase, it is essential to think about the verb form that comes after 

it. To make sure you get the correct Noun+ Verb agreement, you need to identify the main 

noun in the noun phrase. Below I have highlighted this for you. 

~ 
A successful working mother with children is ... 

Working mothers with more than one child are ... 

An international company with large resources is .... 

International companies in a particular country are ... 
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Unless you correctly identify the main noun in the noun phrase, you are in danger of using 

the wrong verb form. This is one of the most common grammar mistakes that people make 

in their IELTS Writing Task 2 essay. 

Modifying Words 

Let's take a look at typical modifying words that can be used in noun phrases. 

After each example, "(sg.)" means that you need to use a singular verb form after the noun 

phrase, whereas "(pl.)" means that you need a 2.l!!..@! verb form. 

Pre-modification usually consists of one or more of these words: determiners, quantifiers, 

adjectives, participles, other nouns. Let's now look at some examples of pre-modification 

with each of those words. 

Determiners 

an international sports competition (sg.) 

the importance of culture (sg.) 

your future (sg.) 

those skills (p/.) 

Quantifiers 

a significant number of people (p/.) 

a high volume of traffic (sg.) 

a range of skills (p/.) 

a lot of businesses (p/.) 

not all companies (p/.) 

most employers (p/.) 

very few students (p/.) 

For more information about quantifiers, go to page 170. 
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Adjectives 

a charismatic, dynamic person (sg.) 

reliable people (p/.) 

a large, medical research facility (sg.) 

Participles 

Adjectives created from verbs are called "participles". 

There are two types of such adjectives. Type 1 =Verb+ -ing. Type 2 =Verb+ -ed if the verb 

is regular (otherwise the third form of the verb is used). 

Examples: 

publish ➔ a publishing company/ a published author 

exhaust ➔ an exhausting iob / exhausted nurses 

break ➔ breaking news/ broken promises 

write ➔ a writing desk/ a written report 

As you can see, the underlined words in each of these four examples have a very different 

meaning, and the ending does not show tense in any way. 

Nouns 

boring films (p/.) 

a bored teenager (sg.) 

a frightening experience (sg.) 

a frightened child (sg.) 

time management (sg.) 

a state school (sg.) 

the riot police (p/.) 

a children's author (sg.) 

Two or more nouns can modify the main noun. For example: 

healthcare worker safety (sg.) 

air traffic controller jobs (p/.) 

language skills development theories (p/.) 
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Nouns coordinated with and 

► Traditional cultures and lifestyles are in danger of disappearing. 

In this sentence, as both subject nouns are plural, there is no doubt that the verb must also 

be plural. 

► China and India are fast-growing economies. 

Here, both nouns are singular, but the verb must be plural because China and India are 

separate 'entities' or 'units'. This sentence means: 'China is a fast-growing economy'+ 

'India is a fast-growing economy' ¢ 'China and India are fast-growing economies.' 

The following example can be explained in the same way: 

► Sugar and salt are in everything we eat. 

This sentence means: 'Sugar is in everything we eat'+ 'Salt is in everything we eat' ¢ 

'Sugar and salt are in everything we eat.' 

In this sentence, however, things differ: 

► Too much sugar and salt is unhealthy. 

As much is singular, the verb must be singular as well. This sentence could be paraphrased 

as 'Eating too much sugar and salt is unhealthy.' 

There are, however, variations in usage due to the writer's (or speaker's) point of view: 

► Not enough exercise and too much junk food are the main causes of obesity. 

In this case, the writer views lack of exercise and excess of junk food as separate 'units' or 

'entities', and the verb is therefore plural. 

In the following sentence, the point of view is different: 

► Not enough exercise and too much junk food is bad for you. 

Here, a singular verb is used because doing too little exercise and eating too much junk 

food is seen by the writer as a single entity causing health problems. 

Post-modifiers come after the main noun in the noun phrase. They usually consist of one 

or more of the following: prepositional phrases, relative clauses, non-finite clauses (i.e. 

clauses which contain a verb that does not show a particular tense). 
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Prepositional phrases 

a person with a big social media presence (sg.) 

countries with large financial resources (pl.) 

libraries with good online resources (pl.) 

people with good computer skills (pl.) 

films with an unnecessary amount of violence (pl.) 

countries without enough resources (pl.) 

people on a low income (pl.) 

schools in rural areas (pl.) 

people at a certain stage of life (pl.) 

visitors from abroad (pl.) 

Relative clauses 

a person who speaks two languages (sg.) 

a company that offers housing to employees (sg.) 

people who speak more than one language (pl.) 

a company that hires local staff (sg.) 

For more information about relative clauses, go to page 70. 

Non-finite clauses 

people working long hours (pl.) 

jobs involving many responsibilities (pl.) 

sports centres offering free lessons (pl.) 

companies employing many staff (pl.) 

a restaurant offering vegetarian meals (sg.) 

a person employed by an international company (sg.) 
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countries geared towards the tourist industry (p/.) 

children given an unhealthy diet (p/.) 

books written by women for women (pl.) 

Examples of Noun Phrases in Sentences 

A noun phrase can make up the subject or object of a sentence. Their length can vary, as 

shown below: 

► People with a big income are obviously successful in life. 

► Traditional cultures and lifestyles should be preserved as much as possible. 

► The range of a person's work experience can be more important than qualifications. 

► Companies that pay no attention to recycling and waste disposal should be held 

accountable. 

► Many people do not understand the importance of recycling plastics. 

► New laws will help tackle companies that do not follow recycling procedures. 

► Parents feeding their children junk food are not thinking about the health impact 

that it can have. 

► Companies giving their employees staff uniforms encourage equality. 

► We should admire countries that take care of vulnerable members of society. 

Gerund {Noun) Phrases 

Gerunds are verbs that have become nouns by adding -ing. 

For example, begin ➔ beginning 

In the section above about Noun Phrases, we learned that we create an adjective when we 

have Verb+ -ing. However, in this section we will learn that gerunds too are formed using 

Verb+ -ing, but have a different function in the sentence. They do not function as 

adjectives modifying the noun, they function as the main noun itself. 

Below are two sentences which will help you understand the difference between an 

Adjective (Verb+ -ing) and a Gerund/Noun (Verb+ -ing). 
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Adjective (working) 

► Working mothers should have support. 

Adjective Working 

Main Noun Mothers 

Auxiliary Verb Should 

Verb Have 

Object support. 

In the phrase working mothers, working is clearly an adjective, just like single and adoptive 

in single mothers and adoptive mothers, for example. 

Gerund (working) 

► Working should be a human right. 

Main Noun Working 

Auxiliary Verb Should 
-

Verb Be 

Object a human right. 

As you can see above, the second sentence illustrates the use of a gerund. The gerund 

(Verb+ -ing) is the main noun in the sentence. 

In this sentence, instead of working, we could have other nouns such as privacy, or 

healthcare or access to clean water. 

Using gerunds is a feature of English grammar that is good to show the examiner if 

possible. You could use a gerund as a single noun or as part of a gerund noun phrase. 

Using Gerund Noun Phrases 

A gerund noun phrase or gerund phrase is always singular. This is one of the most 

important things to learn about using gerunds and gerund noun phrases. 
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A common mistake when using gerund phrases is to misidentify the subject, which results 

in using the incorrect verb form. The sentence below illustrates this common mistake. The 

verb should be singular. 

x Having better schools in rural areas are one way to bridge the gap between 

quality of life in the countryside and in cities. 

✓ Having better schools in rural areas is one way to bridge the gap between quality 

of life in the countryside and in cities. 

Below I have highlighted the subject of the verb when using a gerund phrase. 

Having better schools in rural areas is one way to bridge the gap between 

quality of life in the countryside and in cities. 

The sentence above correctly shows that the gerund phrase is the subject of the verb. The 

word "areas" is not the subject of the verb, it is part of the gerund noun phrase. Such 

mistakes are very common when using gerund phrases. Always pay attention to this in 

your essay. 

Gerund phrases function in the same way as noun phrases. So, just like noun phrases, they 

can be used as subject or object in a sentence. 

The examiner will notice if you use gerund phrases. Therefore, it is a good idea to practise 

starting one of your sentences with a gerund, like in these example sentences: 

► Improving hotels and services is one way that a country can boost its tourist trade. 

► Earning a high salary should depend on a person's contribution to society. 

Of course, you can also practise using a gerund phrase as object: 

► More and more people enjoy working from home. 

► When you stay in the same job for a long time, you start doing things mechanically. 

Further Examples of Gerund Noun Phrases 

As mentioned earlier, gerund phrases can be simple in structure or more complex, and 

they can be either the subject or the object of the main verb. Below you can see a wide 

variety of gerund phrases and how they can be used to form a sentence. 
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1. Simple Gerund Phrases as Subject 

Subject Gerund Phrase Verb Complement 

Educating people 

Supporting the poor 

Helping the people 

should be a requirement in all societies. 

Reading books 

Understanding different cultures creates 

Supporting the environment 

Object 

i 
an open-minded person. 

Complement 

Being open-minded 

Being hardworking 

Being free 

makes t_person impartial. 

is a step towards success. 

should be a basic human right. 

2. Complex Gerund Phrases as Subject 

Subject Gerund Phrase 

Showing elderly people respect 

Giving disabled people social benefits 

Providing both support and care to disabled 

people 

Ensuring students have a job after graduating 

Verb Complement 

is a must. 
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Becoming independent and able to make your 

own decisions 

Being able to adapt and cope with change 

Downloading music and films without payment 

Protecting the environment and appreciating 

the importance of the natural world 7 
Reading books and keeping abreast of news 

Understanding different cultures and tolerating 

differences _J 

Is 

Is 

is called 

creates 

part of personal growth. 

important in life. 

piracy. 

Object 

an open-minded person. 

As you can see, the gerund phrase as subject is always followed by a verb in the singular. 

3. Simple Gerund Phrases as Object of a Verb or Preposition, or as Complement 

- - -- -
Subject Verb Object Gerund Phrase 

- -
A lot of teenagers Enjoy chatting online. 

People who have children Resent working long hours. 

Many young graduates are contemplating going abroad. 

r- r-

V + Preposition 

- - --
School-leavers worry about finding a suitable job. 

-
Too few teachers feel like working in rural areas. 

>- >-

I 

Verb Complement Gerund Phrase 

Teenagers' favourite hobby seems to have become I surfing the internet. 

- -
The greatest global I 

challenge is eradicating poverty. 
- -

I 

< 

I 
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4. Complex Gerund Phrases as Object of a Verb or Preposition, or as Complement 

Subject 

Children 

Teachers 

It would be irresponsible 

to 

Many drivers 

All parents 

Few people 

Verb 

would not mind 

should avoid 

postpone 

V + Preposition 

Object Gerund Phrase 

being punished if they were made to 

understand what they did wrong. 

giving young children too much 

I homework. 

fdealing with the problems created by lack 

of gun control. 

do not approve ~ ing a mobile phone when driving. 

of 

look forward to teaching their babies to talk and walk. 

succeed in landing the job they were dreaming of. 

Verb Complement Gerund Phrase 

One of life's greatest joys is ~ aring a meal with people you love. 

dealing with the environmental issues for 

which we are responsible. 

Our main priority should be 

For more information about gerunds, see Verb Patterns, page 136, and Use of 

Prepositions, page 204. 

See Workbook Exercises page 1. 
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[ Noun Clauses 

Noun clauses (sometimes called 'nominal clauses') are quite often used in IELTS Writing 

Task 2 essays and are well worth learning about. 

This chapter contains the follow sections: 

1. I What is a Noun Clause? 

2. Creating a Noun Clause 

3~ unctions of Noun Clauses in the Sentence 

1. What is a Noun Clause? 

Noun clauses are dependent clauses and cannot stand alone. This means they are part of a 

sentence and cannot be a sentence on their own. They usually begin with certain specific 

words. Below is a list of the most common words to start a noun clause. 

Noun clause words 

• how 

• how long 

• how much/ how many 

• how often 

• that 

• the fact that 

• what 

• whatever 

• when 

• where 

• whether 

• which 

• whichever 

• who 

• whoever 

• why 
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2. Creating a Noun Clause 
A noun clause usually starts with one of the words given in the list above. This chapter will 

look at three ways to create a noun clause. 

A. Noun Clause: Word+ Noun+ Verb+ Rest of clause 

B. Noun Clause: Word+ Noun+ to-infinitive+ Rest of clause 

C. Noun Clause: Word+ to-infinitive+ Rest of clause 

D. Noun clauses with whoever/whatever 

A) Noun Clause: Word +Noun+ Verb+ Rest of clause 

A noun clause begins with a noun clause word as shown in the list above. It can then be 

followed by a noun (or a pronoun), a verb and the rest of the noun clause. Let's look at a 

sentence which contains a noun clause using this formation: 

► How much money is invested in schools depends on various factors. 

In the sentence above, the noun clause is: 

How much money is invested in schools 

The formation of this noun clause is illustrated below. 

How much I Noun Clause Word 

Money : Noun (subject of noun clause) 
r-------------------t 

I Verb (Present Simple, passive is invested 

voice) 

7 Rest of noun clause 
f---

in schools 

As you can see, the noun clause word is at the beginning, followed by a noun, then a verb 

and finally the rest of the information in the clause. 

Let's look at other examples of a noun clause and how they are formed: 

► Whether people eat a balanced diet will affect their health. 

In this sentence, the noun clause is Whether people eat a balanced diet and this is formed 

as shown below: 
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Whether 

People 

Eat 

a balanced diet 

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun (subject of noun clause) 

I Verb (Present Simple) 

Rest of noun clause 

► Environmentalists agree that governments should put climate change at the top of 

their agenda. 

In this sentence, the noun clause is that governments should put climate change at the top 

of their agenda. 

That 

Governments 

should put 

climate change at the top of their 

agenda. 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun (subject of noun clause) 

Verb 

Rest of noun clause 

It is also possible to create more complex noun clauses using a connector such as or/and. 

► Whether people play sport or do exercise will impact their health. 

► How often people do exercise, eat well and unwind can affect their mental well

being. 

Subject-verb agreement within a noun clause 

So far we have looked at how the noun clause affects the verb in the sentence. The noun 

clause is the subject of the verb in the sentence. 

However, within the noun clause itself, we must also check the subject in the noun clause 

and the verb in the noun clause to make sure they are in agreement. In other words, the 

verb within the noun clause must agree with the subject of the noun clause. 

Let's refer back to the first example to review subject-verb agreement. The sentence we 

looked at was: 

► How much money is invested in schools depends on various factors. 
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As you remember, the noun clause in this sentence is: How much money is invested in 

schools 

Within the noun clause, you will see a subject and a verb. The subject of the noun clause 

given above is how much money. The verb of the noun clause above is is. 

Money is an uncountable noun. As you know, uncountable nouns are always third person 

singular, which means that the verb in the noun clause must agree with third person 

singular: 

n 
How much money is invested in schools depends on various factors. 

Let's look at another example of this: 

► How much traffic flows through city centres affects the quality of air. 

In the sentence above, the noun clause is How much traffic flows through city centres. 

You can see that the subject of the noun clause is How much traffic. The word traffic is an 

uncountable noun and therefore t hird person singula r. As a result, the verb in the noun 

clause must agree with this. With a regular verb in the Present Simple, the third person 

singular requires an -s. See below: 

~ 
How much traffic flow~ through city centres 

As you can see, the verb flows ends with an -s to agree with the third person singular in the 

Present Simple. 

However, if the subject in the noun clause contains a plural noun, the verb in the noun 

clause must agree with it. Let's look at an example: 

► How many people visit museums each day is important to consider. 

The noun clause in the sentence above is How many people visit museums each day. 

Let's look at the subject-verb agreement within the noun clause: 
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n 
How many people visit museums each day 

As you can see, the verb visit does not end in an -s because the noun is third person plural. 

The verb visit agrees with the plural noun people. 

Let's look briefly at more illustrations of subject-verb agreement within a noun clause: 

► Whether a person is rich or poor will determine how much they spend on holidays. 

In the sentence above, there are two noun clauses. 

The first noun clause (Whether a person is rich or poor) contains: 

• a singular noun (a person) 

• Present Simple verb in third person singular (is) 

The second noun clause (how much they spend on holidays) contains: 

• a plural pronoun (they) 

• Present Simple verb in third person plural (spend) 

To learn more about singular and plural personal pronouns, go to Pronouns and 

Referencing page 163. 

Below is one last example of a noun clause illustrating subject-verb agreement: 

► How many new employees are hired each year depends on various factors. 

The noun clause is underlined in the sentence above, and below you will see the subject

verb agreement highlighted within the noun clause: 

~ 
How many new employees are hired each year 

The noun employees is plural and therefore the third person plural verb is required. The 

passive voice third person plural uses are from the verb to be (are hired). 

The subject of a noun clause 

As seen in many of the sentences above, the noun following the noun clause word is often 

an ordinary noun (either countable or uncountable): 
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► money 

► traffic 

► people 

► employees 

However, it is also common that the word following the noun clause word is a pronoun or 

a noun phrase. See examples of both below. 

Pronoun: 

► How much we spend on space exploration should depend on the wealth of each 

country. 

How much 

We 

Spend 

on space exploration 

Noun phrase: 

Noun Clause Word 

Pronoun (subject of noun clause) 

Verb 

I Rest of noun clause 

► People have different opinions about whether having university education is 

beneficial or not. 

Whether 

having a university education 

Is 

beneficial or not 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun Phrase (subject of noun clause) 

Verb 

Rest of noun clause 

B) Noun Clause: Word+ Noun+ to-infinitive+ Rest of clause 

► How much money to invest in the healthcare system is often disagreed on. 

In the sentence above, the noun clause is How much money to invest in the healthcare 

system. 
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How much 

Money 

to invest 

in the healthcare system 

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun 

to-infinitive 

Rest of clause 

Let's look at other noun clauses formed in a simi lar way: 

► How many people to allow into a museum at one time must be regulated. 

► Whichever candidate to hire must be agreed on unanimously. 

► How much effort to put into one's job is an individual preference. 

► Which product to purchase usually depends on both the quality and the price. 

This structure of noun clause is mainly, but not only, used with the following noun clause 

words: 

• How many/much 

• Whichever 

• Which 

• What 

C) Noun Clause: Word + Verb (to-infinitive) + Rest of clause 

Using this way of forming a noun clause, the noun clause still starts with a noun clause 

word . However, it is then followed by a to-infinitive and then the rest of the clause. Let' s 

look at an example: 

► How much to invest in space exploration is something people do not always agree 

on. 

How much 

to invest 

in space exploration 

Noun Clause Word 

to-infinitive 

Rest of clause 
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Note: It is possible to add the noun money to the above noun phrase as well: How much 

money to invest in space exploration. However, not all noun clauses created using Noun 

Clause Word+ to-infinitive can be altered in the same way. 

Creating noun clauses using Noun Clause Word+ to-infinitive is most common using the 

following noun clause words: 

• How 

• How often 

• How long 

• How much/ how many 

• Whether 

• What 

• Who 

• Where 

• When 

Let's look at more examples of noun clauses using this structure: 

► How to improve a country's economy is important to assess before providing aid. 

► Whether to donate money or provide food and shelter is a difficult decision to make 

when helping the homeless. 

► How long to stay in one job might be determined by the promotional prospects 

within the company. 

► Where to build new housing must be decided carefully. 

► When to take up a hobby can sometimes depend on a person's time in life. 

D) Noun Clauses with whoever/whatever 

Noun clauses starting with whoever/whatever can have two different patterns: 

I whoever/whatever+ Noun (or Pronoun)+ Verb+ Rest of the clause (see Section 
1 

A above) 

ii whoever/whatever+ Verb+ Rest of the clause 

Let's now look at examples of these two patterns in detail. 
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i. whoever/whatever+ Noun (or Pronoun) +Verb+ Rest of the clause (see Section A 

above) 

► Whatever education people have in childhood affects the rest of their lives. 

Whatever 

education 

people 

have 

in childhood 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun (object of the verb have) 

Noun (subject of the verb have) 

Verb 

Rest of clause 

The whole noun clause (Whatever education people have in childhood) is the subject of the 

main verb (affects). 

► Whatever solution the government decides must reflect the will of the people. 

Whatever 

solution 

the government 

decides 

Noun Clause Word 

Noun (object of the verb decides) 

Noun (subject of the verb decides) 

Verb 

The whole noun clause (Whatever solution the government decides) is the subject of the 

verb (must reflect). 

ii. whoever/whatever+ Verb + Rest of the clause 

► (1) Companies should hire whoever has the most experience and qualifications. 

► (2) We can decide whatever happens next. 

In these two examples, you can see that the noun clause word is followed immediately by 

a verb (has/happens). It is not followed by a noun, pronoun or noun phrase. This is 

because the meaning of whoever and whatever already 'includes' a noun: 

whoever= 'the person who', 'anyone who' 

whatever= 'the thing that', 'anything that' 
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In Sentence (1), whoever is the subject of has. The whole noun clause (whoever has the 
most experience and qualifications) is the object of should hire. 
In Sentence (2), whatever is the subject of happens. The whole noun clause (Whatever 
happens next) is the object of decide. 

The pattern whoever/whatever+ Verb is also found when the noun clause is the subject of 

the sentence: 

► Whoever has the most experience and qualifications stands the best chance of 

being hired. 

► Whatever happens next is our decision. 

Further examples: 

► Whoever wins the space race will have total control over the Earth. 

► Whoever spreads false information through the internet should be prosecuted. 

► Teachers are always happy to train whoever wants to learn and to work hard. 

► Whatever stimulates people to discover new cultures is a good thing. 

► Social networking websites tend to promote whatever encourages people to spend 

money. 

3. Functions of Noun Clauses in the Sentence 

In a sentence, a noun clause very often functions as subject or object. However, as is 

explained below, it can also perform other functions. 

Noun Clauses as Subject in a Sentence 

A noun clause can act as the subject in a sentence. Below is an example of this: 

► How much money is invested in schools depends on various factors. 

How much money is invested in 

schools 

Subject (noun clause) 

depends 

on 

various factors 

Verb 

Preposition 

Object 
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In the above example, the whole noun clause (How much money is invested in schools) is 

the subject of the verb depends . 

Within the sentence, a noun clause performs the function of an ordinary noun or noun 

phrase: 

► Investment depends on various factors. 

Investment is an ordinary noun which is the subject of the verb depends. 

► The amount of investment in housing depends on various factors. 

The amount of investment in housing is a noun phrase which is the subject of the 

verb depends. 

The sentence could also be paraphrased using a noun clause created using both methods 

previously explained at the start of the chapter: 

► How much investment is allocated to housing depends on various factors. 

How much investment is allocated to housing is a noun clause which is the subject of 

the verb depends . 

► How much to invest in housing depends on various factors. 

How much to invest in housing is a noun clause which is the subject of the verb 

depends. 

Subject-verb agreement within the sentence 

It is important to note that a noun clause as the subject in a sentence is usually singular, so 

the verb in the main clause is third person singular (depend~). 

Below are more examples: 

► Why so many people use social networking websites is relatively easy to explain. 

► The fact that global tourism is increasing is a good sign for the future. 

► Whoever cares for abandoned or abused children deserves our admiration. 

► Whether people take a car or a bus to work is not the issue. 

► Why some people still deny climate change is a growing concern. 

To highlight again, please note that the noun clause is singular. 

Whether people take a car or a bus to work is not the issue. 

Whether a person takes a car or a bus to work is not the issue. 
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Even though the noun in the noun clause is plural (people), the whole noun clause in the 

sentence is singular and therefore the verb in the Present Simple is the third person 

singular (to be= is). 

Let's see two more examples of this. In the sentences below, the noun clause and the 

singular verb form are highlighted: 

1

Whether rich countries support poor countrie9 is dependent on their own domestic 

issues. 

1
Why people argue about climate change

1
is beyond understanding. 

Noun Clauses as Object 

A noun clause can also be placed as the object to the verb in the sentence: 

► I believe that diplomacy can solve all problems between countries. 

believe 

that diplomacy can solve all 

problems between countries. 

Subject 

Verb 

Object (noun clause) 

As seen in the sentence above, the whole noun clause functions as the object of the verb 

in the main clause (believe). 

Note that the conjunction that can be omitted before a direct object noun clause: 

► I believe diplomacy can solve all problems between countries. 

Below are more examples of noun clauses as objects to the verb in the sentence. The verb 

has been highlighted for you. 

► It is important to consider why people enjoy travelling to foreign countries. 

► Many people still do not understand how important exercise is. 

► We do not really know how much will be left of the primeval forests in ten years' 

time. 

► We should not ignore what animals can teach us. 
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Noun Clauses as Subject Complement 

A noun clause functions as subject complement if it follows a linking verb (usually be, 

sometimes become). In this case, the noun clause completes or describes the subject of 

the main clause: 

► The problem is that many people are not recycling. 

► The question is why we keep living the way we do if it damages the environment. 

► I refuse to believe that truth is whatever we think is true. 

► Some philosophers say that we become what we are. 

Noun Clauses as Complement of an Adjective 

Sometimes, a noun clause can be used to complete the meaning of an adjective or 

adjective phrase: 

► Many people are not sure how much to donate to charities. 

► Scientists are uncertain why the placebo effect is so powerful. 

► People are afraid that another financial crisis might arise. 

► Young graduates are often worried t hey might not find a job that matches their 

qualifications. 

Noun clauses as Complement of a Preposition 

Finally, a noun clause can also be used to complete the meaning of a preposition or 

prepositional phrase: 

► A good teacher listens to what students have to say. 

► It is high time governments focused their mind on how to eradicate poverty. 

► We cannot spend our life waiting for whoever might be able to solve our problems. 

► Sometimes, it can be very useful to stop and think about why we do what we do. 

See Workbook Exercises page 4. J 
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Linking Words & Sentence Structures 

Complex sentences do not need to be complicated. Always make sure you are in control of 

your grammar structures and that you demonstrate a good range of grammar structures 

and features. The table below shows the different types of sentence structures that are 

common to use in IELTS Writing Task 2, divided into sections within this chapter. 

1. Time Clauses 

2. Place Clauses 

3. People Clauses 

4. Expressing 

Contrast 

5. Expressing 

Reason 

6. Expressing Result 

7. Expressing 

Purpose 
----1---

8. C on di ti on a I 

Statements 

9. Adding 

Information 

10. Showing 

Similarities & 
Differences 

when I before I after I as soon as I while I since I until 

Where 

~ ho I whose - see page 70 

although I even though I despite I in spite of I nevertheless, 

I however, I on the other hand, I but I while I whereas I by 

contrast, 

~ e reason (for I why) I which is why I as I since I because I 
ecause of I owing to I due to 

so, I as a result, I as a consequence, I consequently, I 
therefore, I hence, I thus, I for this reason, 

to I in order to I so as to I so that 

See page 113 

~ t only ... but also I and I in addition, I moreover, I 
l urthermore, I besides, I as well as I also 

_J 

similarly I likewise I instead, I on the contrary, I in contrast, 

I rather 

11. Adding Emphasi~ deed / in fact 

12. Complex with regard to I with respect to I regarding I concerning I in 
Prepositions 

13. Giving Examples 

terms of ... 
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Important: 

• The table above is a list of possible sentence structures that can be used in IELTS 

Writing Task 2. Although this is a very detailed list, it is in no way comprehensive. It is 

just a thorough checklist to provide you with flexibility in choosing your sentence 

structures for IELTS Writing Task 2 essays. This will serve as a reminder of how many 

possible structures there are and as a guide to producing them more accurately. 

• Do NOT memorise sentences from this chapter. Your sentences must be created by 

yourself in your IELTS test. 

• As regards linking words (also known as "linkers", "connectors" or "cohesive devices"), 

remember that knowing their meaning and using them accurately is only the first step. 

It is equally important to use them appropriately. Using linking words in the wrong 
places will detract from your score, as will under- or over-using them. 

• You should also refer to the chapter on Relative Clauses for more details on clauses and 
use of commas in defining and non-defining clauses. 

1. Time Clauses 

Using a time clause is a useful way to vary your sentences and show the examiner more 

flexibility. 

A time clause usually starts with one of these words: 

when I before I after I as soon as I while I since I until 

A "when clause" can be used at the start of a sentence or in the middle. It is a good idea to 

show the examiner that you can offer both options: 

► When tourists visit historical buildings, they should be careful not to cause any 

damage. 

,(1,, 

Tourists should be careful not to cause damage when they visit historical buildings. 

► Before going to university, many students prefer to take a gap year to travel or 

work. 

Many students prefer to take a gap year to travel or work before going to university. 

► After World War II, many buildings had to be rebuilt. 

,(1,, 

Many buildings had to be rebuilt after World War II. 
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► As soon as the government invests more money in infrastructure, the economy will 
start to develop. 

,(I, 

The economy will start to develop as soon as the government invests more money 

in infrastructure. 

► While so many children are dying from hunger, money is being wasted on space 
research programmes. 

,(I, 

Money is being wasted on space research programmes while so many children are 
dying from hunger. 

► Since a ban on smoking in public places was imposed, there has been a reduction in 

the incidence of heart attacks. 

There has been a reduction in the incidence of heart attacks since a ban on smoking 
in public places was imposed. 

► Until all governments agree to sign an international nuclear-test-ban treaty, we will 

all live under threat of an atomic war. 

We will all live under threat of an atomic war until all governments agree to sign an 
international nuclear-test-ban treaty. 

Important: 

Note that a comma is only used if the time clause starts the sentence. 

2. Place Clauses 

Place clauses use the word where. 

► We live in troubled times, and we never know where the next conflict will erupt. 

► Understandably, people prefer to live where the air is clean. 

A where clause can also be used at the start of a sentence: 

► Where hatred exists, there will never be peace. 
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3. People Clauses 

It is common to use who or whose clauses in an IELTS essay. 

► People who dedicate their lives to saving others should be respected by society. 

► Teachers whose job it is to educate young children must be good communicators. 

For information about these clauses, see Relative Clauses, page 70. 

4. Expressing Contrast 

although I even though I despite I in spite of I nevertheless, I however, I 
on the other hand, I but I while I whereas I by contrast, 

Consider these two statements: 

1. A good academic qualification is an asset when applying for a job. 

2. Employers often value experience over education. 

The first statement makes the second one seem surprising or unexpected. The second 

sentence offers a contrast to the first sentence. They are not necessarily opposites, but 

they are contrasts. 

You might link these two statements using but: 

A good academic qualification is an asset when applying for a job, but employers 
often value experience over education. 

In formal essay writing, there is a whole range of other words that are used in preference 

to but. 
Here are a few ways to link these two statements and express contrast: 

► Although a good academic qualification is an asset when applying for a job, 

employers often value experience over education. 

,(], 

Despite the fact that a good academic qualification is an asset when applying for a 

job, employers often value experience over education. 

,(], 

A good academic qualification is an asset when applying for a job. Nevertheless, 

employers often value experience over education. 
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Let's now look in more detail at the underlined words and other similar 'linkers'. 

although I even though; despite I in spite of 

These two pairs of linking words have a similar meaning (even though is just a little 

stronger than although) . 

However, they require different types of structure: after although I even though we use a 

subject+ a verb, while after despite I in spite of we use a noun, a pronoun or a gerund. 

This is one way of demonstrating the skill of varying sentence structures to the examiner. 

Important: 

Never use the word of after despite! 

► Although the death rate is declining in many countries, we still need better 

medicines and better treatment options. 

,(], 

Even though the death rate is decl ini ng in many countries, we still need better 

medicines and better treatment options. 

Despite the decline in the death rate in many countries, we still need better 

medicines and better treatment options. 

In spite of the decline in the death rate in many countries, we still need better 

medicines and better treatment options. 

Reminder: 

Once again, it is important to notice that the two pairs of sentences above are similar in 

meaning, but that although I even though require a different structure from despite I in 

spite of. 
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Incorrect: Despite leadership skills are learned and can be taught, some 

individuals seem to be naturally predisposed to become leaders. 

Correct: Despite the fact that leadership skills are learned and can be 

taught, some individuals seem to be naturally predisposed to 

become leaders. 

or 

Although leadership skills are learned and can be taught, some 

individuals seem to be naturally predisposed to become leaders. 

Incorrect: /\!though all its advantages, online learning cannot compete with 

the traditional classroom in terms of personal interaction and 

learner support. 

Correct: In spite of all its advantages, online learning cannot compete with 

the traditional classroom in terms of personal interaction and 

learner support. 

or 

Even though it has many adva ntages, online learning cannot 

compete with the traditional classroom in terms of personal 

interaction and learner support. 

or 

Although online learning has many advantages, it cannot compete 

with the traditional classroom in terms of personal interaction and 

learner support. 

For variety, you can change the order of the clauses: 

► Although many people are aware of pollution, more still needs to be done to 

protect the environment. 

,(], 

More still needs to be done to protect the environment even though many people 

are aware of pollution. 
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Despite many people being aware of pollution, more still needs to be done to 

protect the environment. 

More still needs to be done to protect the environment in spite of many people 

being aware of pollution. 

Important: 

When the sentence begins with Although I Even though I Despite I In spite of, there is 

always a comma at the end of the subordinate clause. 

We now look at other useful words expressing contrast but which require different 

structures from although/despite. 

nevertheless 

This is used to replace "despite that being said". This is a nice way to replace the linking 

word although and also show different sentence structures. 

Note that nevertheless most frequently comes at the beginning of a sentence, where it is 

always followed by a comma. 

► Uniforms can sometimes be unpopular with staff, who prefer to choose their own 

image. Nevertheless, companies find the benefits of uniforms essential in promoting 

their company. 

o Meaning= Although staff do not like uniforms, companies find them 

beneficial. 

► Homework is time-consuming and not always enjoyed by children. Nevertheless, 

teachers continue to set homework because they know school hours are not 

enough for academic success. 

o Meaning= Although homework is time-consuming and not enjoyable, 

teachers continue to set homework because they know school hours are not 

enough for academic success. 
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however 

This word means the same as nevertheless. 
It is most frequently used either at the beginning of a sentence, followed by a comma, or in 

the middle of a sentence with a comma before and after it. 

► Children should definitely learn art at school so that they can develop creativity and 

learn to express themselves through their work. However, this should not be done 

to the detriment of other subjects. 

,0, 

Children should definitely learn art at school so that they can develop creativity and 

learn to express themselves through their work. This, however, should not be done 

to the detriment of other subjects. 

,0, 

Children should definitely learn art at school so that they can develop creativity and 

learn to express themselves through their work. Nevertheless, this should not be 

done to the detriment of other subjects. 

on the other hand 

This expression too is used to express contrast with something that has just been said. 

It is used either at the beginning of a sentence, followed by a comma, or in the middle of a 
sentence with a comma before and after it. This can also be replaced with By contrast. 

► If all people spoke the same language, there would be complete understanding 

worldwide and trade would flourish between countries. On the other hand, having 

only one global language presents a number of difficulties. 

,0, 

If all people spoke the same language, there would be complete understanding 

worldwide and trade would flourish between countries. Having only one global 

language, on the other hand, presents a number of difficulties. 

,0, 

If all people spoke the same language, there would be complete understanding 

worldwide and trade would flourish between countries. Nevertheless, having only 

one global language presents a number of difficulties. 
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but 

It is all right to use but as a linking word in an IELTS essay. However, it should NEVER be 

used at the start of a sentence in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Incorrect: Many young people enjoy socialising through social media. But they are 

often exposed to situations that can be potentially dangerous. 

Correct: Many young people enjoy socialising through social media. However, they 

are often exposed to situations that can be potentially dangerous. 

At the start of a sentence, the word But should be replaced with However. 

while I whereas 

These connectors can be used when comparing two facts and highlighting the difference 

between them. They are used to contrast one clause with another in the same sentence. 

► Some people believe that emigration only causes suffering to individuals and 

families, while others argue that it is often the only way to escape extreme poverty. 

,0, 

While some people argue that emigration is often the only way to escape extreme 

poverty, others believe that it only causes sufferi ng to individuals and families. 

► Before the advent of the internet, people would frequently go out to meet friends, 

whereas today they prefer to stay at home alone, chatting online. 

,0, 

Whereas before the advent of the internet, people would frequently go out to meet 

friends, today they prefer to stay at home alone, chatting on line. 

5. Expressing Reason 

It is common to be asked to present causes in an IELTS essay. This can be done using 

different structures to provide variety and showcase your grammar skills. 

the reason (for ... I why ... ) / which is why .. . I as I since I 
because I because of I owing to I due to 

the reason (for ... I why ... ) 

► The reason why many students take a gap year before university is that it gives 

them a chance to experience more of the world. 
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The reason many students take a gap year before university is that it gives them a 

chance to experience more of the world. 

► Being able to gain work experience is the reason many students choose to take a 

gap year. 

'°' Being able to gain work experience is the reason for many students choosing to take 

a gap year . 

... , which is why ... 

This is a useful sentence structure to explain the reason for something. Please note the use 

of the comma. 

► Many people fail to recycle their plastic, which is why the government should offer 

an incentive to encourage people. 

► Natural beauty spots are a tourist attraction, which is why more funding should be 

allocated to protect them. 

as I since 

These words can be used simply to explain the reason for something. 

As and since can be used either at the beginning or inside the sentence. 

► As the gap between rich and poor continues to widen, there is a danger of civil 

unrest. 

There is a danger of civil unrest as the gap between rich and poor continues to 

widen. 

► Since traffic congestion causes so many problems, it would seem a good idea to 

encourage people to use public transport . 

'°' It would seem a good idea to encourage people to use public transport since traffic 

congestion causes so many problems. 
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because 

The word because should NEVER be used at the start of a sentence in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Incorrect: Because schools are the primary source of knowledge for children, the 

curriculum should include traditional life skills. 

Correct: As schools are the primary source of knowledge for children, the 

curriculum should include traditional life skills. 

Warning: 

Since schools are the primary source of knowledge for children, the 

curriculum should include traditional life skills. 

c:> At the start of a sentence, the word Because should be replaced with As 

or Since. 

Do not confuse because with because of. 

The word because is a conjunction and introduces a clause. It is followed by Subject+ Verb. 

The expression because of is a complex preposition and is therefore followed by a noun or 

a noun phrase. 

Compare these two sentences: 

► Many species are at risk of extinction because the climate is changing. 

► Many species are at risk of extinction because of climate change. 

Both 'MeR}' species ere et risk E}j e>ftiRctieR eeceuse ef the dimete is cheR(]iR(].' and 'MeR}' 

species ere et risk of e~ftiRctieR eeceuse dimete cheR(]e.' are WRONG. 

owing to I due to 

In formal essay writing, however, it is usually better to use due to or owing to rather than 

because of. 

Note that due to and owing to can come at the start or in the middle of a sentence. 

► Owing to a better standard of living, many people now enjoy a longer lifespan. 

,0, 

Many people now enjoy a longer lifespan owing to a better standard of living. 
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► Due to the lack of opportunities in rural areas, many young people move to the city. 

'°' 
Many young people move to the city due to the lack of opportunities in rural areas. 

6. Expressing Result 

In speaking and in informal writing, it is alright to use the word so to express the result of 

something that has just been mentioned: 'Public transport is crowded and unreliable, so a 
lot of people go to work by car.' In an IELTS essay, however, it is recommended to use 

slightly more formal alternatives. 

so 

so, I as a result, I as a consequence, I consequently, I therefore, I 
hence, I thus, I for this reason, 

► Nobody seems to be able to live without plastic, so we all to some extent contribute 

to marine pollution. 

► All human beings have a heart and so cannot bear to see a child suffer. 

as a result 

This is often used at the beginning of a separate sentence, or inside the sentence preceded 

by and. 

► Public transport is crowded and unreliable. As a result, many people go to work by 

car. 

Public transport is crowded and unreliable, and as a result many people go to work 

by car. 

as a consequence I consequently 

These two linkers are slightly more formal than as a result, but they are used in exactly the 

same way. 
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► Inmates who are released after serving their sentence often face social exclusion 

and unemployment. As a consequence, they often turn to crime again. 

,0, 

Inmates who are released after serving their sentence often face social exclusion 

and unemployment, and as a consequence they often turn to crime again. 

► Young adolescents are usually too immature to make serious decisions about their 
future. Consequently, they can only benefit from learning a broad range of subjects 

at school. 

,0, 

Young adolescents are usually too immature to make serious decisions about their 

future, and consequently they can only benefit from learning a broad range of 

subjects at school. 

therefore 

This word too can be used in a variety of positions. 

► A great number of artists still live in relative poverty. Therefore, they should be 

funded by governmental or non-governmental agencies. 

hence 

,0, 

A great number of artists still live in relative poverty and therefore should be funded 
by governmental or non-governmental agencies. 

,0, 

A great number of artists still live in relative poverty and should therefore be funded 

by governmental or non-governmental agencies. 

Hence is a formal word meaning that is the reason for ... or that explains .... 

► Many websites contain offensive material, hence the need for parents to monitor 
their children's online activity. 

► Crime is increasing in many cities worldwide, hence the importance of having more 

police on the streets. 

thus 

Thus is a formal expression meaning with this result ... . 
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► Deforestation is spreading far and wide across the globe, thus threatening an 

increasing number of plant and animal species. 

► Every year, tons of plastic find their way into the sea. Thus, water pollution has 

become a crucial environmental issue that should be tackled without delay. 

for this reason 

► The internet, and social media in particular, can be highly addictive. For this reason, 

some schools prohibit the use of smartphones on their premises. 

► In my opinion, all children have an urge to be creative in one way or another and, 

for this reason, should be given the opportunity to attend art and craft classes. 

If you give more than one reason, remember to use the plural form: 

► In overcrowded prisons, inmates often meet dangerous criminals and have few 

opportunities to embark on a rehabilitation programme. For these reasons, they are 

often driven to recidivism. 

NB: recidivism means the act of re-offending even after having served a prison sentence. 

7. Expressing Purpose 

Below you will find a variety of connectors that you can use to introduce purpose in your 

essay. 

to I in order to I so as to I so that 

to 

The most common way to express purpose is to(+ Verb). 

► Throughout history, humans have killed animals to survive. 

► Smart children can search the internet to acquire new knowledge. 

in order to I so as to 

These are more formal expressions of purpose than to. The meaning is the same. 

► Throughout history, humans have killed animals in order to survive. 

Throughout history, humans have killed animals so as to survive. 
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► Smart children can search the internet in order to acquire new knowledge. 

Smart children can search the internet so as to acquire new knowledge. 

The order of the clauses can be changed. If the purpose clause comes first, you need a 

comma to separate the clauses. 

► In order to acquire new knowledge, smart children can search the internet. 

Note that when you have a negative infinitive, you cannot use to on its own. 

You need to use in order not to or so as not to. 

► In order not to endanger future generations, we should stop depleting our natural 

resources and polluting our environment. 

So as not to endanger future generations, we should stop depleting our natural 

resources and polluting our environment. 

► Consumers have to enquire about the companies whose products they buy in order 

not to be accomplices in possible human rights violations. 

Consumers have to enquire about the compan ies whose products they buy so as 

not to be accomplices in possible human rights violations. 

so that 

We can also use so that to express purpose. This linker is often used with a modal in the 

purpose clause (can I cannot, could I could not, may I might, will I will not, would I would 
not). 

► University students like to do an internship so that they can find a better job later 

on. 

► In many countries, women fought for universal suffrage so that we might all live in a 

fairer society. 

It is also used in negative clauses of purpose: 

► Some school leavers choose to work for one or two years and put money aside so 

that they will not need to borrow when they go to university. 
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Finally, we also use so that when the subject of the main clause is different from the 

subject in the purpose clause: 

► Many people emigrate so that their children can have a better education and a 

better life more generally. 

► Some cities have introduced a public bike share scheme so that more people might 

start to commute by bike. 

8. Conditional Statements 

See Conditional Statements, page 113. 

9. Adding Information 
The body paragraphs of your essay will contain a main idea with supporting points. For this 

reason, you will need to use a range of linking words to signpost that you are adding 

additional information. As you can see, there is a range of linking words that can be used 

and therefore you should never repeat them . When you proofread your essay, look for any 

of the following linking words that you have repeated and replace them with alternatives. 

Always make sure that the information you are adding does support the main idea of the 

body paragraph. 

not only ... but also I and I in addition, I moreover, I 

furthermore, I besides, I as well as I also 

not only ... but also 

If you want to introduce an idea that adds to something you have already written, you can 

use not only ... but also. 

Note that no commas are used in these sentences. 

► Historical buildings are important not only as tourist attractions but also as symbols 

of national pride. 

► Discouraging car ownership by increasing tax will not only solve traffic problems but 

also reduce air pollution. 

► Increasing world temperatures can cause not only rising sea levels but also extreme 

weather patterns. 
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Note also that the words following not only and but also have to belong to the same part 

of speech/ the same type of phrase. 

and 

Incorrect: Developing tourism will not only boost local economies but also job 

opportunities will increase. (not only+ Verb vs but also+ Noun Phrase) 

Correct: Developing tourism will not only boost local economies but also increase 

job opportunities. (not only+ Verb and but also+ Verb) 

It is alright to use this linking word in an IELTS essay. However, it should NEVER be used at 

the start of a sentence in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Below are examples of INCORRECT and CORRECT sentences using this common linking 

word : 

Incorrect: University education abroad in a developed country can offer a better 

standard of education. And it will give those graduates an advantage in the 

job market. 

Correct: University education abroad in a developed country can offer a better 

standard of education and w ill give those graduates an advantage in the job 

market. 

in addition I moreover I furthermore I besides 

Using and to join two long sentences may result in an overlong sentence. In such cases, it is 

better to have two sentences and start the second one with In addition, Moreover, 

Furthermore or Besides. All these words are interchangeable. 

► University education abroad in a developed country can offer a better 

standard of education. In addition, it will give those graduates an advantage 

in the job market. 

University education abroad in a developed country can offer a better 

standard of education. Moreover, it will give those graduates an advantage in 

the job market 
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► Social media have radically changed the way people communicate with each 

other. Furthermore, they have also negatively affected local communities as 

people spend more time online. 

,(I, 

Social media have radically changed the way people communicate with each 

other. Besides, they have also negatively affected local communities as 

people spend more time online. 

as well as ... also 

This connector is also used to add relevant information. However, it requires a different 

structure from the connectors in the preceding paragraph. 

► As well as offering a better standard of education, university studies abroad 

in a developed country will also give graduates an advantage in the job 

market. 

► As well as radically changing the way people communicate with each other, 

social media have also negatively affected local communities as people spend 

more time online. 

10. Showing Similarities & Differences 

Similarities 

similarly I likewise 

These two sentence adverbs mean the same and require the same structure. In the 

following examples, they are fully interchangeable. 

► The air we breathe and the seas contain an increasing amount of poisonous 
substances. Similarly, the food we eat often reveals traces of chemical additives 

and preservatives. 

► Credit cards encourage people to overspend. Likewise, advertising entices them 

to spend indiscriminately. 
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Differences 

instead, I on the contrary, I in contrast, I rather, 

These four linkers differ slightly in meaning and are therefore not interchangeable. 

However, they all usually appear in initial position and are followed by a comma. 

instead 

► Prisons rarely give inmates opportunities to integrate back into society. Instead, 

they gradually turn them into outcasts. 

on the contrary 

► I do not believe that disciplining students in front of others is effective in the 

long run. On the contrary, such harsh treatment only humiliates the recipient 

and risks alienating them completely. 

in contrast 

rather 

► Only a few decades ago, t eenagers used t o play outdoors a lot. In contrast, 

adolescents today seem to spend most of their leisure time indoors surfing the 

internet or chatting online. 

► Sadly, many schools do not even try to enable children to develop free and 

enquiring minds. Rather, they teach young people how to conform and become 

docile members of society. 

11. Adding Emphasis 

indeed 

You generally use indeed to introduce a comment that strengthens a point you have just 

made. 

► School uniforms do not allow students to express themselves. Indeed, having to 

wear a uniform encourages conformity. 
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in/act 

You generally use in fact to introduce a comment that contradicts or modifies a point you 

have just made. 

► Science and maths are sometimes thought of as 'boys' subjects'. In fact, girls 

usually do as well as, or even outperform, boys in science classwork. 

12. Complex Prepositions 

Although complex prepositions are not strictly speaking 'linking words', we are presenting 

them in this chapter because most of them are used to highlight the relationship between 

various pieces of information and language. 

Such complex prepositions are relatively frequently used in academic writing. 

In the same way as ordinary prepositions, these prepositions come before a noun or noun 

phrase. 

As you know, many prepositions consist of a single word (at I for I in, etc.). By contrast, 

complex prepositions (also known as 'compound prepositions') are combinations of two, 

three or four words functioning as a single unit (according to I apart from I instead of, 

etc.). 

The table below shows a selection of complex prepositions which are commonly used in 

academic writing. 

according to in addition to regardless of 

apart from in conjunction with with regard to 

contrary to in connection with with respect to 

except for in terms of with the exception of 

instead of 

A good learner's dictionary should explain the meaning of all complex prepositions and 

provide at least one example sentence to illustrate their meaning. 
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according to 

This complex preposition has three different meanings. We list them here in order of 

frequency. 

1. You use according to(+ a particular source of information) to tell the reader or listener 

where you got the information from. However, please also note that while it is useful to 

learn this for general English use, IELTS do not require you to state your source of 

information or data in your Writing Task 2 essay. It does not increase your score to state 

sources of information or use such language. 

► According to a leading expert, the world economy will soon be going into 

recession. 

► Our standard of living is rising, according to official statistics. 

► Global warming, according to several United Nations reports, is threatening our 

ecosystems. 

Note how the place of the prepositional phrase (initial, middle, or final) affects 

punctuation. 

Warning: 

Never say eccorEl-ing t-o me I eccorEl-ing t-o my opinion I eccorEl-ing t-o rn~• point- ~f 'liew-. These 

expressions are INCORRECT. Say: in my opinion. 

2. The preposition according to is also used to mean 'in a way that agrees with a particular 

plan, system, or set of rules'. This is a useful expression for your IELTS essays. 

► Grouping students according to their ability has both advantages and 

disadvantages. 

► All sportspeople know that any game has to be played according to the rules. 

3. Finally, according to can be used to mean 'in a way that depends on a changing factor'. 

► In my opinion, it can be unfair to pay workers according to the amount of work 

they do. 

► In some countries, employers hire and dismiss workers according to the 

fluctuations in demand for the goods or services they provide. 

apart from 

This complex preposition has two different meanings. 

1. You use apart from to mean 'except for', 'not taking into account'. 
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► Apart from the frequent lack of educational resources, teaching in rural areas 

can be an exciting job. 

► In my opinion, no twentieth-century statesman deserves to be called a hero, 

apart from Nelson Mandela. 

2) You can also use apart from in a similar sense to 'in addition to'. 

► Deforestation often causes erosion and flooding. Apart from that, it is also partly 

responsible for an increase in greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 

► Apart from strengthening family ties, playing sports with your children is also 

good for your health. 

contrary to 

You use contrary to to emphasise that something is true although other people believe the 

opposite. This is a good way to present your own view in comparison to other people's 

opinions that you might not agree with . 

► Contrary to what many people think, meat does not have to be part of a healthy 

diet. 

This preposition is often used in the phrase contrary to popular belief/opinion/perception. 

► Contrary to popular belief, not all food additives are purely chemical. 

except for I with the exception of 

This preposition has a similar meaning to apart from in the sense of 'not taking into 

account'. In formal writing, with the exception of is used more often than except for . 

► Except for surgery, medicine has not made much progress over the last century. 
,0, 

With the exception of surgery, medicine has not made much progress over the 

last century. 

in addition to 

This is a useful way to put additional information into your sentence. 

► Cities attract a lot of people because, in addition to better public services, they 

also offer good shopping facilities and diverse places of entertainment. 
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in conjunction with 

This is a formal expression basically meaning 'together with'. This is commonly used with 

essays that focus on solutions to problems. 

► A ban on poaching, in conjunction with a clean-up of forests and rivers, would 

save many endangered species. 

instead of 

► More people should take public transport instead of driving to work. 

In this sentence, the writer wants to say that many people drive to work, but that using 

public transport would be a better choice. 

► In the future, I believe everyone will use electric vehicles instead of traditional 

cars. 

Now people are using traditional cars, but the writer believes that in the future they will 

choose electric ones. 

regardless of 

► Everyone in society, regardless of gender, should have the right to live without 

fear of violence or abuse. 

This means that the right to live without fear of violence or abuse should not be affected 

or influenced by the gender of the person. In other words, gender should not be taken into 

consideration when we talk about the right to live without fear of violence or abuse. 

► Regardless of their citizens' concerns for the future, many governments continue 

to invest in fossil fuels. 
This means that many governments are not affected or influenced by their citizens' 

concerns for the future, and continue to invest in fossil fuels 

with regard to I with respect to I regarding; concerning I in connection with 
In the rest of this section, we will focus mainly on a group of expressions which are all 

closely related to the meaning of about. 
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► Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges with 

regard to climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

'°' Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges with 

respect to climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

'°' Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges 

regarding climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges 

concerning climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges in 

connection with climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

As these paraphrases illustrate, with regard to I with respect to I regarding I concerning I 
in connection with are all expressions which share the core meaning of 'about'. 

These expressions are often (though not always) interchangeable. In the following 

sentences, for example, any of these five prepositions could be used: 

► Even developed countries sometimes fail to take all necessary measures to 

protect their citizens' health. With regard to air pollution, for example, several of 

them do not respect international air quality standards. 

► With respect to youth unemployment, some economists have suggested that 

encouraging self-employment and innovation could provide a solution. 

► Regarding road congestion in cities, an obvious solution would seem to be the 

improvement of the public transportation system. 

► It is hard to remain indifferent about the lack of progress governments are 

making concerning the eradication of poverty. 

as regards I as far as ... is (are) concerned 

These two expressions are also related to the meaning of about. Although they are 

generally considered less formal than the four complex prepositions discussed in the 

preceding paragraph, it is alright to use them in IELTS Writing Task 2. What matters is that 

you show flexibility and do not overuse any single one of them. 
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► It is hard to remain indifferent about the lack of progress governments are 

making as regards the eradication of poverty. 

► It is hard to remain indifferent about the lack of progress governments are 

making as far as the eradication of poverty is concerned. 

► Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges 

ahead as regards climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

► Neither economists nor politicians seem able to understand the challenges 

ahead as far as climate change and loss of biodiversity are concerned. 

Note that as regards always takes an-sat the end, even when the noun that follows is 

plural. 

Warning: 

There are a number of other similar expressions related to the meaning of about which, 

although acceptable in spoken English, should not be used in an essay: Speaking of ... I As 

for ... I Talking about ... I About ... . 

in terms of(+ Noun)/ in(+ Adjective+) terms 

These expressions are also related in mean ing to about and are often interchangeable with 

regarding or with regard to. You use them to specify wh ich aspect of a subject you are 

considering or from what point of view you are looking at it. 

► In terms of money, working as a teacher does not really seem attractive. 

,0, 

!!l financial terms, working as a teacher does not really seem attractive. 

► It seems fair to say that a lot has changed for the better for women in terms of 

politics. 

► For a long time, English-speaking countries played a dominant role in the world 

in political terms. 

13. Giving Examples 

See page 229. 

See Workbook Exercises page 6. J 
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Relative Clauses 

Difference between Defining and Non-Defining Relative Clauses 

It is likely you might use both defining and non-defining relative clauses in your IELTS 

Writing Task 2 essay. Defining and non-defining clauses differ in a number of ways. 

Defining relative clauses define, or 'identify', the noun they relate to; they provide 

essential information. Non-defining clauses, by contrast, only give additional information. 

They also have different punctuation. 

Consider these two sentences: 

A. Doctors who often work long hours are more likely to suffer from burnout. 

B. Doctors, who often work long hours, are essential to the future of a 

country. 

A) Defining 

In Sentence A, the underlined relative clause gives essential information about the subject. 

It tells you which doctors are more li ke ly to suffe r from burnout. It shows that only the 

doctors who work long hours are likely to get burnout. 

If we remove the clause "who often work long hours", the whole meaning of the sentence 

changes: "Doctors are more likely to suffer from burnout." Now the sentence implies that 

all doctors might get burnout. From this we can see that the defining relative clause is 

essential to the sentence. 

• The underlined clause in Sentence A is therefore called a defining relative clause. 

• Punctuation: It requires no comma(s). 

B) Non-Defining 

In Sentence B, by contrast, the underlined relative clause only adds extra information and 

is not actually vital to the meaning in the sentence. The sentence is about doctors being 

essential to the future of the country. It refers to all doctors. The clause "who often work 

long hours" is only extra information and does not affect the subject (doctors) at all. 

If we remove the clause "who often work long hours", the meaning of the sentence would 

still be the same: "Doctors are essential to the future of a country." 

We use these types of clauses to add information for interest and not for necessity. 
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• The underlined clause in Sentence Bis therefore called a non-defining relative 
clause. 

• Punctuation: It requires a comma before and after it. 

Defining Relative Clauses 

In defining relative clauses, who, which and that can be either the subject or the object of 

the verb in the relative clause. 

A) When who, which or that is the Subject of the Verb 

1. Children who watch TV for long hours every day are likely to develop 
concentration problems. 

2. There are a number of measures which should be implemented to deal with 

criminal reoffenders. 

Before we look at the function of who/which/that, let's explain once again the meaning of 

"defining relative clause". 

If we look at Sentence 1, it is clear that the wri ter is t alking about a specific group of 

children and not about a// children. It is not the case that all children are likely to develop 

concentration problems, only some of them. 

The question is: 'Which children are likely to develop concentration problems?' ... and the 

answer is in the relative clause: 'Those who watch TV for long hours every day.' 

We can see that the relative clause defines which children we are talking about; it defines 

the subject. 

The word children is the subject and who relates to this subject. 

r-'\ 
Children who watch TV for long hours every day are likely to develop concentration 

problems. 

When you write defining relative clauses, always pay attention to subject-verb 

agreement. 

As you can see from the examples below, the form of the verb in both the main clause and 

the relative clause is determined by the subject. 
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Childr~tch TV for long hours every day are likely to develop concentration 

problems. 

~ 
A child who watches TV for long hours every day is likely to develop concentration 

problems. 

In this case, who (or which and that) cannot be omitted. You must have them in your 

sentence. 

It is common to use this type of defining relative clause in your IELTS Writing Task 2 essay. 

You should practise using it to ensure your defining relative clause is produced accurately 

in your test. 

Note: 

In Sentence 2, that can be used instead of which as shown below. Both versions are equally 

acceptable in essay writing. 

(In spoken English, that can also be used instead of who in defining relative clauses. 

However, do not do this in your essay. Always use who for people in writing.) 

There are a number of measures which should be implemented to deal with 

criminal reoffenders. 

There are a number of measures that should be implemented to deal with criminal 

reoffenders. 

Important: NEVER use which for a person. 

B) When who, which or that is the Object of the Verb in the Relative Clause 

3. We have to be sure we have the qualities needed to be successful in the career 

which we have chosen . 
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We can see that in Sentence 3, the word which relates to the word career (the object of 

the verb). The clause word which can be replaced by that. 

~ 
We have to be sure we have the qualities needed to be successful in the career which 

we have chosen. 

We have to be sure we have the qualities needed to be successful in the career that we 

have chosen . 

-0, 

We have to be sure we have the qualities needed to be successful in the career we have 

chosen. 

In the final sentence above, which (or that) can be omitted. It is possible to remove them 

from the sentence. However, if you feel uncertain about doing this, it is best to use them in 

order to avoid possible errors. 

Sentence 4 below is another example where the relative pronoun is the object of the verb 

in the defining relative clause. 

4 . The teachers who we remember best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 

-0, 

The teachers we remember best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 

We can see that the word who relates to the teachers. If we rewrite the sentence as 'We 
remember best the teachers who are enthusiastic and dedicated,' we can see clearly that 

'the teachers who ... ' is the object of the verb 'remember'. 

Notes: 

• Here too, always pay attention to subject-verb agreement. As you can see from the 

examples below, the form of the verb in both the main clause and the relative clause 

is determined by the subject. 

~ 
The teachers who we remember best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 
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(Main clause: third person plural verb are because the subject is the teachers, a plural 

noun. Relative clause: plural verb remember because the subject is people, a plural noun.) 

A 
The teacher whe I remember best is the enthusiastic and dedicated one. 

(Main clause: third person singular verb is because the subject is the teacher, a singular 

noun. Relative clause: first person singular verb remember because the subject is/, the first 

person singular pronoun.) 

n 
The teachers he remembers best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 

(Main clause: third person plural verb are because the subject is the teachers, a plural 

noun. Relative clause: third person singular verb remembers because the subject is he, a 

third person singular pronoun.) 

In Sentence 4, who can be left out. However, if you feel uncertain about doing this, it is 

best to use the word who in order to avoid errors. 

When who is the object of the verb in the relative clause, whom is sometimes used 

instead, especially in formal written English. 

The teachers who we remember best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 

The teachers whom we remember best are the enthusiastic and dedicated ones. 
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C) Defining Relative Clauses with whose 

The relative pronoun whose is a possessive and can stand for his, her or their. It is used 

mostly for people . 

5. A father whose work takes him away from his children will often have bitter 

regrets later in life. 

This could be paraphrased as "A father will often have bitter regrets later in life if his work 

takes him away from his children." 

6. Marie Curie was a scientist whose work was crucial in developing the use of X

rays in medicine. 

This could be paraphrased as "Marie Curie was a scientist. Her work was crucial in 

developing the use of X-rays in medicine." 

7. Parents whose children only play computer games should encourage them to be 

more physically active. 

This could be paraphrased as "Parents should encourage their children to be more 

physically active. This is especially the case if their children only play computer games." 

D) Defining Relative Clauses with Prepositions 

The preposition comes at the end of the relative clause. In formal written English, the 

preposition can also come just before the relative pronoun. Both structures are equally 

acceptable in essay writing. 

8. The strangers whom teenagers chat online with are not always trustworthy. 

The strangers with whom teenagers chat on line are not always trustworthy. 

Note: 

In an informal style, when the preposition comes at the end, who can be used instead of 

whom: 'The strangers who teenagers chat online with are not always trustworthy.' 
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However, if the preposition comes before the relative pronoun, the form whom must 

always be used. 

To simplify things, in essay writing always use the form whom in clauses with a preposition. 

9. Politicians seem to ignore the issues which young people feel most passionate 

about. 

Politicians seem to ignore the issues about which young people feel most 

passionate. 

It is common to use defining relative clauses in IELTS Writing Task 2. However, you need to 

be aware of your own limitations. If your grammar is not strong at all, you might want to 

avoid using relative clauses. If your grammar is at intermediate level, you might want to 

use some relative clauses while avoiding the more complex ones. 

At all times, you must only use the grammar features that you are comfortable with and 

that you know you can produce with accuracy. There is no point using clauses and 

producing errors at the same time. 

Hopefully, from the list above you will see which ones you feel most comfortable using. 

Non-Defining Relative Clauses 

As you may remember from the start of this chapter, a non-defining clause is not vital to 

the meaning of a sentence. It is a clause which adds extra information. The clause can 

safely be omitted without changing the meaning of the main sentence. This can be useful 

in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Example: 

► English may cause certain minority languages to disappear. 

We may wish to add extra information to this about English; for example, we could add 

that English is now the main global language. 

► English may cause certain minority languages to disappear. English is now the 

main global language. 
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The second sentence is additional information that is not necessary to add. We add it 

because it adds an interesting point about the English language. Therefore, we can insert 

that additional information as a non-defining clause: 

► English, which is now the main global language, may cause certain minority 

languages to disappear. 

Note that the subject in both sentences is the same: English. Also notice that the non

defining clause must be between commas. 

A) When which or who are the Subject 

We have just seen in our first example that which relates to the subject of the clause. 

1. English, which is now the main global language, may cause certain minority 

languages to disappear. 

Below are some more examples: 

2. Online social media, which are becoming increasingly common, can bring people 

together across vast geographical distances. 

3. Budget holidays, which are becoming increasi ngly cheaper, are resulting in more 

people travelling by air and thus adding to the problem of air pollution . 

4. A student from a more modest background, who often has to work and study at the 

same time, sometimes feels less integrated into campus life than their peers. 

5. Students from more modest backgrounds, who often have to work and study at the 

same time, sometimes feel less integrated into campus life than their peers. 

In Sentences 1-5, who and which are the subject of the verb in the relative clause . They 

cannot be omitted or replaced by another word. This means you cannot use that instead of 

which. You cannot use whom instead of who. 

Also notice subject-verb agreement: singular subject - singular verb in Sentences 1 and 4; 

plural subject - plural verb in Sentences 2, 3 and 5. 

B) When which or who are the Object 

6. Ex-convicts, whom society tends to push aside, mostly want to return to normal 

life . 
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7. Practical industry experience, which many students try to gain while at university, 

is highly valued by employers. 

In Sentences 6 and 7, whom and which are the object of the verb in the relative clause. 

They cannot be omitted or replaced by another word. This means it is not possible to use 

who in Sentence 6 instead of whom and you cannot use that in Sentence 7 instead of 

which. 

Let's look at how Sentence 6 is created. Sentence 6 is made of two sentences, as shown 

below. You can see that the two sentences begin with different subjects. In the first 

sentence the subject is ex-convicts and in the second sentence the subject is society. 

Ex-convicts mostly want to return to normal life. Society tends to push them aside. 

The word them in the second sentence is the object of the verb in that sentence. It refers 

to ex-convicts. 

r """ Ex-convicts mostly want to return to normal life. Society tends to push them aside. 

Below we can see that it is possible to add the information in the second sentence as a 

non-defining relative clause to the main sentence. It is non-defining because it only 

provides additional information. 

Ex-convicts ... mostly want to return to normal life. ~ociety tends to push them aside. , 

As you can see below, the word whom in the non-defining clause relates to the word them, 

which we must now delete. 

Ex-convicts, whom society tends to push [them] aside, mostly want to return to 

normal life. 
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Ex-convicts, whom society tends to push aside, mostly want to return to normal life. 

This means the word whom in the non-defining clause relates to the object in the clause. 

When we use a non-defining relative clause, we will use whom instead of who if it relates 

to the object. 

Let's now look more closely at how Sentence 7 is created. We can add the extra 

information given in the second sentence as a non-defining clause. Again, you can see that 

the two sentences have different subjects: practical industry experience and many 

students. 

. . 

Practical industry experience ... is highly valued by employers. Many students try to 

ractical industr ex erience while at universit . 

Practical industry experience, which many students try to gain while at university, is 

highly valued by employers. 

As you can see above, we have inserted the second sentence as a clause. We have used 

the word which to refer to practical industry experience (the object of the clause). It is 

important to note that we cannot use that. We must use which when it refers to the object 

in a non-defining relative clause. 

C) Non-Defining Relative Clauses with whose 

It is also possible to use whose in a non-defining relative clause. We use whose to refer to 

something that belongs or is related to the subject of the main clause See Sentences 8 and 

9 below. 
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8. Marie Curie, whose work on radioactivity was pioneering, was the first woman to 

win a Nobel Prize. 

9. Firefighters, coastguards and doctors, whose mission is to save human lives, should 

definitely earn more than pop stars and footballers. 

In Sentences 8 and 9, whose cannot be omitted or replaced by another word. Let's see how 

to create Sentences 8 and 9 by combining two sentences. 

Sentence 8: 

Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize. Her work on radioactivity was 

pioneering. 

Marie Curie ... was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize. Her work on ra ioactivity was 

pioneering. 

Marie Curie, whose work on radioactivity was pioneering, was the first woman to win a 

Nobel Prize. 

Sentence 9: 

Firefighters, coastguards and doctors ... should definitely earn more than pop stars and 

an lives. 

Firefighters, coastguards and doctors, whose mission is to save human lives, should 

definitely earn more than pop stars and footballers. 

D) Non-Defining Relative Clauses with Prepositions 

The preposition comes at the end of the relative clause. In formal written English, the 

preposition often comes just before the relative pronoun. Both structures are equally 

acceptable in essay writing. 
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10. Tropical rainforests, which the future of the planet partly depends on, are being 

destroyed by commercial logging. 

'°' Tropical rainforests, on which the future of the planet partly depends, are being 

destroyed by commercial logging. 

11. People such as doctors and teachers, whom society could not function properly 

without, are very often underpaid. 

'°' People such as doctors and teachers, without whom society could not function 

properly, are very often underpaid. 

E) Non-Defining Clauses Using which to Refer to a Whole Sentence 

In all our examples so far, which was used to refer to the noun before it. Very often, 

particularly in written English, which can also be used to refer to the whole sentence 

before it. 

12. Plastic bags are rarely disposed of properly, which causes them to end up in 

rivers and lakes. 

In Sentence 12, which does not relate to the word bags but to the whole sentence before 

it. We can see that the subject of causes cannot be the plural noun bags. The subject of 

causes is the singular noun phrase 'the fact that plastic bags are rarely disposed of 

properly'. 

Sentence 12 could be paraphrased as: 

The fact that plastic bags are rarely disposed of properly causes them to end up in 

rivers and lakes. 

or 

Plastic bags are rarely disposed of properly. This causes them to end up in rivers and 

lakes. 
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Frequently Asked Questions about Relative Clauses 

Will I get a high score if I use difficult relative clauses? 

No. It does not matter which type of clause you use. You will not get a higher band score 

because you used one type of clause rather than another. Some of the examples above are 

easier to produce than others. For this reason, always choose to use structures in your 

essay that are within your language ability and within your comfort zone. As I repeatedly 

say throughout this book, your aim is to avoid errors while showing a range of grammar 

features. 

Is punctuation important? 

Yes. It is very important to remember the use of commas. A defining relative clause does 

not use a comma or commas. A non-defining relative clause must have a comma before 

the relative pronoun, and another comma at the end of the relative clause if the sentence 

continues after the clause. 

Can defining or non-defining clauses also use when or where? 

Yes. These words can be used in both defining and non-defining relative clauses. 

Consider these examples: 

► Most people remember the day when they received their first wages. 
(defining) 

► Many artists and scientists fled to the United States in the 1930s, when 
Europe was about to be engulfed in a terrible war. (non-defining) 

► Tourists usually like visiting the houses where famous people were born. 

(defining) 

► More and more Western university graduates now go to China, where 
employment opportunities are often better. (non-defining) 

See Workbook Exercises page 10. I 
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Word Order 

The aim of this chapter is to present word order in a simple way so that you can see the 
patterns and reproduce them to form both simple and complex sentences more 
accurately. 

In this chapter, you will learn: 

~ 

1. I Basic Word Order Overview 

2. Word Order in Simple Sentences 
~ 

3. Word Order in Sentences with Expanded Noun Phrases and Additional 
Information - -

4. Word Order in Complex Sentences 

5. I Word Order & Verbs with Two Objects (S+ V + 10 + DO) 
,--

6. Word Order in Indirect Questions 

7. I Order of Adverbs -
8. Order of Adjectives 

9. I Position of Prepositions 
~ 

10. Word Order in Passive Sentences 

1. Basic Word Order Overview 

The basic patterns of word order in statements are: 

Subject + Verb + Object 

In this pattern, the verb is called 'transitive', i.e. it requires a direct object: 

► Many children play computer games. 

Subject + Verb 

In this pattern, the verb is called 'intransitive', i.e. it does not take an object: 

► Traditional cultures are disappearing. 
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Subject+ Verb+ Complement 

In this pattern, the verb is called a 'link verb' (e.g. be, become, get, seem, etc.): 

► Many children become obese. 

The complement of a link verb is an adjective or a noun that comes after the verb and 

describes or identifies the subject. 

The complement is an essential part of the sentence. The sentence no longer makes sense 

if the complement is removed. 

Some verbs can have a complement after their object, for example: 

► Air pollution makes people sick. 

In this sentence, sick is the object complement. 

Subject+ Verb+ Indirect Object+ Direct Object 

► Most parents give their children the best possible education. 

Subject + Verb + Object + Complement 

► Technology makes the world a better place. 

Besides, additional information can be added to each of these patterns, for example: 

► Many children play computer games all day. 

► Traditional cultures are disappearing fast. 

► Many children become obese because of fast food. 

► All over the world, traditional cultures are disappearing. 

► Technology makes the world a better place for everyone. 

In this chapter, we will illustrate and analyse these basic patterns, and also look at how 

words may be grouped in different ways in more complex sentences. 

2. Word Order in Simple Sentences 

► Many children play computer games. 
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Subject: Many children 

Verb: Play 

Object: computer games. 7 

► People ought to prioritise family. 

Subject: People 

Verb: I ought to prioritise Modal+ Verb 

Object: family. 

► People can earn money. 

Subject: People J 
Verb: can earn Modal+ Verb 

Object: money. 

3. Word Order in Sentences with Expanded Noun Phrases and Additional 

Information 

Below you will see that it is possible to keep the same simple word order but showcase 

your English by using other grammar features such as an expanded noun phrase or 

additional information. In IELTS, the sentences below are no longer considered "simple" 

because they have slightly more complex grammar features. 

► Showbiz and sports celebrities are a source of national pride. 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Showbiz and sports celebrities Noun Phrase 

are 

a source of national pride. Noun Phrase 
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► Having a sedentary lifestyle can cause lower back problems in many cases. 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Additional 

Information: 

I Having a sedentary lifestyle 

I can cause 

in many cases. 

I lower back problems 

1 Gerund Phrase 

[ 
oun Phrase 

I 

7 

► Working from home can blur the boundaries between our private and professional 

lives. 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Working from home 

can blur 

the boundaries between ou r private and 

professional lives. 

Gerund Phrase 

Modal+ Verb 

Noun Phrase 

► Meeting strangers online can lead to dangerous situations, particularly for children. 

Subject: 

Verb: 

I Meeting strangers online 

I can lead to 

Object: dangerous situations, 

Additional I particularly for children. 

Information: 

For more information about noun phrases, go to page 20. 

I 
Gerund Phrase 

Modal+ Verb+ 

Preposition 
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4. Word Order in Complex Sentences 

Let's look at the word order when two clauses are joined by a conjunction or connected 

with other linking words. The word order is quite easy to follow, which means you should 

be able to create these sentences quite easily and with a good degree of accuracy if you 

practise. 

The examples listed below illustrate various types of complex sentences. It is in no way a 

complete list, but just a few illustrations to help you become familiar with different types 

of word order so that you can pay attention to this in other chapters. 

We should prioritise family when we are at home. 

Clause 1 Subject: I We I 
Verb: I shou Id prioritise Modal+ Verb 

Object: family 
I 

I 

Clause 2 Linking Word: when 
I 

I I 

Subject: 
I 

we 

Verb: are 

Complement: at home. 

► When people do dangerous work, they should be given a higher salary. 

Clause 1 Linking Word: 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Clause 2 Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

When 

I people 

do 

I dangerous work, 
+ 

+ 

c:_ey 

c_:ould be given Modal+ [Passive] Verb 

I a higher salary. 
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► People do not become murderers just because they watch violent films on TV. 

Clause 1 Subject: 

Verb: 

Complement: 

Clause 2 Linking Word: 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

I People 

I do not become 

L 
murderers 

I just because 

I they 

watch 

violent films on TV. 

do-Auxiliary+ [negative]+ 

Verb 

Noun Phrase 

The sentence above could be paraphrased as follows: 

► Watching violent films on TV is not the only reason why some people become 

murderers. 

Subject: Watching violent fi lms on TV_j Gerund Phrase 

Verb: is not J be + [negative] 

Complement: the only reason [ why ~ me people become murderers. 

Noun+ Relative Pronoun+ Clause 

(Subject+ Verb+ Complement) 

The five examples that follow all contain contrast clauses. They highlight the similarities 

and the differences in usage between although, even though, despite and in spite of. 

[ 

► Although people care about the environment, they forget to recycle plastics at 

home. 

Linking Word: i Although 

88 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


 

I EL TS llffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Contrast 

clause 

Main clause 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

people 

care about Verb + Preposition 

ft"he environment, 

they 

I forget 

to recycle plastics at to-Infinitive+ Object Noun + 

home. Additional Information 
-

► Many school children play computer games in their free time even though their 

parents do not like it. 

Main clause Subject: Many school children 
-

Verb: play 
-

Object: computer games 

Additional in t heir free ti me 

Information: 

Contrast Linking Word: even though 

clause Subject: their parents 

Verb: I do not like do-Auxiliary+ [negative] + 

Verb 

- ~ 

-

Object: 

Note: In the sentence above, it refers to the situation of children playing computer games 

in their free time. 

[ 

► Even though people have been told about the risks, they still share their personal 

information on social media. 

Linking Word: Even though J J 
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Contrast 

clause 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Main clause Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

people 
-

have been told about Present Perfect [Passive] 

Verb + Preposition 

~ e risks, 
-

they 
- -

still share Adverb + Verb 

their personal Noun Phrase+ Additional 

information on social Information 

I media. 

If you use the linking word despite, the word order of the sentence will change. This is the 

same when using in spite of as a linking word . As the sentences below illustrate, both 

despite and in spite of can only be followed by a noun or a gerund. 

► Despite having a university degree, many graduates are struggling to find work. 

If you paraphrase the contrast clause using although, you can see that the 'subject' of 

having is many graduates: 

► Although many graduates have a university degree, they are struggling to find work. 

Note: 

Despite many graduates have a university degree is WRONG and regarded as a serious 

mistake. 

Contrast 

clause 

Main clause 

Linking Word: Despite 

Gerund: 

Object: 

Subject: 

having 

a university degree, 

many graduates 
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Verb: are struggling Intransitive Verb (i.e. a verb that 

does not take an object) 

Object: to find work. to-Infinitive+ Object of the to

Infinitive 

► In spite of numerous warnings in the media and from the government, people still 

enjoy eating junk food . 

This sentence could be paraphrased as: Although there are numerous warnings in the 

media and from the government, people still enjoy eating junk food. 

Note: IR st3ite of there are RUFRerous wamiRgs is WRONG and regarded as a serious 

mistake. 

Contrast Linking Word: In spite of 

clause --+ 

Noun: numerous warni ngs 

Additional in the media and 

Information: from the 

government, 

Main clause Subject: people 

Verb: still enjoy Adverb + Verb 

Object: I eating junk food. Gerund Phrase 

For more information about expressing contrast, go to Sentence Structures, page 45. 

-

► Parents feeding their children junk food are not thinking about the damaging health 

impact [that] it can have. 

91 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Clause 1 Subject: I Parents feeding their children 
I 

Clause 

junk food 

Verb: I are not thinking about 
I • 

Present Continuous 

Verb + Preposition 

Object: the damaging health impact 

Clause 2 [Relative [that] [Optional Relative 

Pronoun] Pronoun] 

Subject: it 

Verb: can have. Modal+ Verb 

Notes: • In the sentence above, the subject of think about is a whole clause: 

'Parents feeding their children junk food'. 
This means the same as 'Parents who feed their children junk food'. 

• The clause word [that] refers back to 'the damaging health impact'. 
It is optional in this sentence beca use it is t he object of the relative clause 

('junk food can have a damaging health impact'). 

See Relative Clauses on page 70 to learn about more this. 

• In Clause 2, it stands for junk food. 

► If more people engage with nature, we will not have so many environmental 

problems in the future. 

Clause 1 Clause Word: 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Object: 

Clause 2 Subject: 

If 
-

I more people 

I engage with 

I nature, 

we 
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Verb: will not have will-Auxiliary+ [negat ive) 

+ Verb 

--
Object: so many environmental Qua nt ifie r + Noun 

problems 

-
Additional in the futu re . 

Info rmation 

Note: 

This struct ure is a First Conditional statement. 

See Condit ional Statements on page 113 to learn more about t his . 

► If people donated more money to charit ies, fewe r vulnerable people would suffer 
from neglect . 

Clause 1 Clause Word: If 

Su bject: people 

Verb: donat ed 

Direct Object: more money 

Indirect Object : to charities, 

Clause 2 Su bject: fewer vulnerable people Noun Phrase 

-
Verb: would suffer from Modal + Verb + 

Pre position 
--

Object: neglect. 

Note: 

This struct ure is a Second Condit ional statement. 

See Condit ional Statements on page 113 to learn more about t his . 
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5. Word Order & Verbs with Two Objects 

Many verbs can have both an indirect and a d irect object. The usual word order is : 

Subject+ Verb + Indirect Object+ Direct Object 

► A) Most parents give ~heir children11t he best possible educatio~. 

► B) All schools should t each young children a fo re ign language. 

A) B) 

Subject : Most pa re nts Subject : All schools 

Verb: give Auxilia ry Verb: should 

Indirect Object: their children Verb: teach 

Direct Object: the best possible Indirect Object young ch ildren 

educat ion . 
Direct Object: a fore ign language. 

When we look at Sentence A above, we see that it is about parents (subject) giving the best 

education (direct o bject) and the person receiving it is their children (indirect object) . The 

d irect object is what is be ing given, not who is receiving it . 

In Sentence B, t he direct object is what is be ing taught (a foreign language), a nd t he 

indirect object is who is being taught (young children). 

In Sent ence C below, you can see the same word o rder in a more complex sentence. 

► C) Large, successful internat ional companies should give t hei r staff generous 
bonuses at t he e nd of the year. 

C) 

Subject: 

-
Verb: 

Indirect Object: 

Large, successful inte rnational companies 

should give Modal + Verb 

their staff 
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Direct Object: generous bonuses 

Addit ional at t he e nd of the year. 

Information: 

However, t he word order changes if we use a preposit ion such as to wit h the indirect 

object . In t his case, we put the indirect object at the end. 

Subject+ Verb+ Direct Object+ Preposit ion + Indirect Object 

► Most parents give their children t he best possible education 
D 

Most parents give the best possible educat ion to their ch ildren . 

Subject: Most parents 

Verb: give 

Direct Object: the best poss ible education Noun Phrase 

Preposit ion : to 

Indirect Object : their children . 

► All schools should teach young ch ildren a foreign language. 
D 

All schools should teach a fore ign language to young children. 

► Large, successful international companies should give generous bonuses to t heir 
staff at the end of t he year. 

Subject: 

Verb: 

Direct Object : 

Preposit ion : 

Large, successful, inte rnational companies Noun Phrase 

should give Modal + Verb 

generous bonuses 

to 

95 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


  

IELTS ffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Indirect Object : their staff 

Addit ional at t he e nd of the year. 

Information: 

6. Word Order in Indirect Questions 

Although it is not recommended to writ e questions in you r essay, it is useful to look at 

them in order to understand indirect questions, which can be used. 

Direct Questions 

As you know, in d irect quest ions t he subject comes after t he auxi liary/ verb: 

► How could prisons be improved? 

Quest ion Word : How 

Modal: could 
-

Su bject: prisons 

-
Verb: be improved? [Passive) Veirb 

► How did people feel about climat e change ten years ago? 

Quest ion Word : 

do-Auxiliary: 

Su bject: 

-
Verb: 

Preposit ion + 
Object 

Addit ional 

Information: 

How 

did 

people 

fee l 

about cliimate change 

ten yea rs ago? 
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► Why is fast food so unhealthy? 

Quest ion Word : Why 

Verb: is 

-
Subject : fast food 

Complement: so unhealthy? 

Indirect Questions 

In indirect questions, however, t he subject comes before t he auxiliary/ verb: 

► Many people wonder how prisons could be improved. 

Subject : Many people 

Verb: wonder 

Object: how prisons could be improved. Clause 

Question Word+ Subject + Modal + [Passive) Verb 

► I w ill now explain in some detail why fast food is so unhealthy. 

► We do not really know how people felt about cl imat e change ten years ago. 

7. Order of Adverbs 

Adverbs and adverbial phrases can come in various positions. There are many rules and 

except ions, so only some of the main points can be presented here. 

Adverbs of frequency (always/ never I sometimes I often, etc.) usually come before the 

main verb, but after be and auxiliaries: 

► Children often neglect t heir homework because of t elevision and social media. 

► Parents should always monitor t heir children's online activity. 
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► Senior staff will never accept to have t he same sala ry as those in jun ior roles. 
► Hands-on industry experience is usual ly an asset when applying fo r a job. 

Adverbs of manner, place and t ime usually go at t he e nd: 

► Many of the world's largest cities have not been planned very carefully. 

► Teachers shape the fut ure of millions of children all over the world . 

► Many people check t heir mailbox as soon as t hey get up. 

If those adverbs occur together, the usual order is (1) manner, (2) place, (3) time: 

► Unemployment has risen dramat ically in many countries over the past five years. 

However, you can change t he word order if you want to emphasise t he t ime or the place : 

► Over the past five years, unemployment has risen dramat ically in many count ries. 

► In many countries. unemployment has risen dramat ically over the past five years. 
Not e t hat if you put an adverbial phrase of time o r place in init ia l posit ion, it needs to be 

fo llowed by a comma . 

'Linking adverbs' (Besides/ Secondly/ Then/ However, etc.) and 'attitude adverbs' 

(Fortunately/ Surprisingly I Sadly, etc.) usually go in front position: 

► Working from home makes commut ing unnecessary. Besides. it enables people to 
manage t he ir work schedule themselves. 

► Numerous environmental o rganisations a nd agencies are being set up. 
Unfortunately. irreparable damage to t he environment has a lready been done, and 
many plant and animal species have a lready disappeared. 

For a list of linking words that are often used at t he beginning of a sentence, go to page 45 . 

8. Order of Adjectives 

Adject ives can have two posit ions. They can come before a noun (as in violent films I a 

noisy city I a potential employer, etc.) o r after a link verb (as in Video games can be 

harmful./ The world economic outlook seems uncertain., etc.). The fo rmer a re called 

''c1lLr iuu Live" c1tlj ecl ive:;, w hi le Lhe lc1 Lle1 c11e "µ1etl icc1 Live". 
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Let 's now look at bot h types in some deta il. 

Attributive adjectives 

Somet imes in a noun phrase two o r more adject ives are used attributively: 

► Sometimes it is hard to fi nd a job even if you have outstanding organisational skills 
and impressive academic qualifications. 

NOT organisat ional outstanaing skills or acaaemic irnpressi1.,e qual ifications 

There is a marked t endency fo r adjectives expressing an opinion to come first, followed by 

adject ives expressing facts. Adject ives such as outstanding/ impressive/ remarkable/ 

beautiful I excellent/ interesting, etc. express subjective opinions, whiile adjectives such as 

organisational I large I cosmopolitan/ ancient, etc. express facts. 

If the attribut ive adjectives used irn the noun phrase are all factual, t he order is generally as 

fo llows: 

1 . size/ shape 

2. age 

3 . colour 

4 . nationality 

5 . material 

However, in IELTS Writing Task 2, you a re not very likely to use much descript ive language 

of t his type : 

► Despite t he rise in burglaries, we do not all need to have a huge old English bulldog 
to fee l safe at home. 

As you can see, t he order of the adjectives is: size (huge) - age (old) - n at ionality (English). 

Although t he essay is a rgumentative (i.e. not descriptive), t here might occasionally be an 

opportunity to use two or more fa ctual adjectives, irn which case t he ab ove ' rule' could 

prove useful: 

► Children w ho grow up in tal l concrete blocks of fl ats do not behave in t he same way 
as village ,ch ildren . [size (ta/J) - material (concrete)] 

► Small new local businesses suffe r from globalisation a nd need a ll t he support t hey 
can get. [s ize (small) - age (new) - nationality (by extension, local) ] 
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You do not need to make a specia l effort to try and use such adjective sequences in your 

essay. Simply be aware of the 'rule' if you fi nd t hat two or more consecutive adjectives 

would be appropriate in a particular sentence. 

Predicat ive adjectives 

Predicat ive adjectives a re those t hat appear aher a link verb. The main link verbs are the 

fo llowing: 

appear be become get look seem sound 

► Many t hings may seem strange when we visit a foreign country for t he first time. 

► If you have a positive mindset, the future a lways looks bright. 

► I find t hat the idea of a basic income for everyone sounds reasonable. 

Not e t hat it is an adject ive that is used aher those link verbs, not an adverb. (So NOT -seem

straAgely / looks bright ly/ s01:1Aas reasoAably !) 

9. Order of Prepositions 

In indirect questions, relat ive clauses, passive structures and infi nitive struct ures, we may 

have a preposition in fi nal position: 

► People who suffer from a mental illness need help but often do not know who t hey 
could speak to. 

► Deep ins ide, children know what t hey really enjoy and what t hey are good at. 
► Paparazzi may be a nuisance, but it is a fact that what some celebrit ies want is just 

to be looked at . 

► People sometimes t urn to violence when t hey have nobody or nothing to believe in . 

For more information about t he use of prepositions, see pages 204. 

10. Word Order in Passive Sentences 

Compare t hese two sent ences: 

► All governments should address t he issue of climat e change urgently. (active) 

► The issue of climat e change should be add ressed by a ll governments urgent ly. 
(passive) 
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Breaking down t hese sent ences into t heir components will high light the t ransformations 

that occur when an active sent ence is turned into a passive one. 

Subject: All governments 
-

Verb: should address Modal + Verb [Active) 

-
Object: t he issue of climat e change Noun Phrase 

Addit ional urgent ly. 

Informat ion: 

Subject: The issue of climat e change 

Modal + Verb: should be addressed Passive 

Agent: by a ll governments Noun Phrase 

Addit ional urgent ly. 

Info rmation: 

As the tables make clear, the object of the act ive sentence becomes the subject of t he 

passive sent ence, a nd t he active subject becomes t he agent. 

For detailed informat ion about the form and t he use of t he passive voice, see pages 127. 

See Workbook Exercises page 13. 
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Tenses 

This chapter will provide an overview of the main tenses. Your aim will be to: 

1. Use this list as your own check list. 

When you practise writing essays at home, review your essay and see how many of 

the tenses below you used in your essay. 

2. Practise creating sentences using these tenses. 

I am not asking you to memorise sentences. That is a bad idea for IELTS writing as 

the examiner will discount memorised sentences or phrases. However, you can 

practise using these tenses so that you can produce them more easily in your real 

IELTS test. 

To learn common problems and useful points about using different tenses correctly, see 

the next chapter, page 109. 

Tenses for IELTS Writing Task 2: Common Worries and Questions 

Will I get a higher score if I use complex tenses? 

Using one particular tense will not give you a higher score. You will get a higher 

score if you use a range of tenses at the right time, in the right context and in the 

right way. If the sentence calls for the Present Perfect, for example, then use it. 

However, to use it inappropriately will lower your score, not increase it. 

How many tenses do I need to use for a high score? 

There is no fixed number. The band scores are not marked in that way. The 

examiner will be looking for a range of tenses but there is no set number for a 

particular band score. Not all tenses are commonly used in IELTS Writing Task 2 and 

not all tenses need to be used for a high score. 

Always remember that the examiner is looking not only for range when marking 

grammar, but also accuracy. This means you must avoid errors at all costs to get a 

good score in grammar. 

Tenses for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Below are the common tenses in the English language. You will see that some tenses are 

more likely to be used than others. They are organised below as follows: 
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Tenses Usage in IELTS Writing 

Task 2 

1. Ways of talking about present events and 

situations 

• Present Simple Likely to be used 

• Present Continuous Likely to be used 

• Present Perfect Simple Likely to be used 

• Present Perfect Continuous Less likely to be used 

2. Ways of talking about past events and situations 

• Past Simple Likely to be used 

• Past Continuous Less likely to be used 

• Past Perfect Less likely to be used 

• Past Perfect Continuous Less likely to be used 

• Used to Likely to be used 

3. Ways of talking about future events and 

situations 

• Going to Less likely to be used 

• Will Likely to be used 

• Future Perfect Less likely to be used 

1. Ways of Talking About Present Events and Situations 

Present Simple 

Many essays will use the Present Simple because a lot of the issues in IELTS Writing Task 2 

are current world issues. 

We use the Present Simple to talk about the present in general, about things which are 

generally or always true: 

► While some people believe that music and art are important subjects at school, 

others argue that the main focus should be on science and technology. 

► Banks have to be strict in granting personal loans in order to limit overspending and 
debt. 

We also use the Present Simple to talk about regular or habitual actions: 

► Many children spend at least two hours a day watching television. 
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► Research into space exploration often results in advances in technology, such as 3D 

printers. 

As you can see from the four examples above, it is not important whether the action is 

happening now, at the time of speaking. We are talking about things in general. Writing 

about things in general is extremely common in IELTS essays. 

To learn about using the Present Simple to express the future, see page 110. 

Present Continuous 

This tense is used when the situation is happening around now. It is a current situation or 

action, but not necessarily one happening at the time of speaking. It is often used to talk 

about trends and about changes happening around now. IELTS candidates are frequently 

given questions about trends in society, which means you will probably need to use this 

tense in your essay. 

► More people are travelling abroad today than ever before. 

► Old people are living longer today, which is one reason why people need to save 

money for their lengthy retirement. 

► More people are choosing to drive to work and this is causing traffic congestion in 

city centres. 

Attention: some verbs are not normally used in the continuous form. See page 109. 

Present Perfect Simple 

This tense is used a lot in IELTS Writing Task 2 because many situations and events have an 

origin in the past but have a connection with now. 

► Research into space exploration has resulted in advances in modern technology. 

► Social media have become one of the main forms of on line communication between 

people over the last few years. 

► Since people have started using the internet, information has become more readily 

available. 

For more information about using the Present Perfect as opposed to the Past Simple, see 

pages 111 and 112. 
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Present Perfect Continuous 

Although the Present Perfect Continuous is used less frequently than the Present Perfect 

Simple in academic essay writing, you may occasionally need to use it, for example to 

emphasise that an action or situation which started in the past is still happening or 

continuing. 

► For several decades, scientists have been turning their attention to artificial 

intelligence. 

► In many European countries, the growth rate of the young population has been 

decreasing for several years. 

2. Ways of Talking About Past Events and Situations 

Past Simple 

This tense is used only to describe the past as it was. It is for events or situations that 

happened and finished in the past. Even if the essay question is about a present situation, 

it is common to offer comparisons with the past in order to expand and explain your ideas. 

► In the past, people often kept the same job for their entire working lives. 

► Several generations ago, few people pla nned t o retire from work. 

► Before the spread of social media, people tended to call on neighbours, friends and 

relatives much more often. 

Past Continuous 

You are not likely to have to use this tense often, if at all, in an academic essay. 

The Past Continuous is used to talk about something which continued to happen before 

and after a particular action or situation in the past. 

► In the 17th century, many people left Europe for America because the state was 

persecuting them. 

Past Perfect 

This tense is not common to use in IELTS Writing Task 2. However, you may have to use it 

occasionally. 

You use the Past Perfect to talk about a completed action that happened before another 

action in the past. 
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► Before the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea, hardly anybody in the West had 

heard of PyeongChang. 

► International sports competitions bring to light places in the world that many 

people had not heard of before, such as PyeongChang with the 2018 Winter 

Olympics. 

Past Perfect Continuous 

Like the Past Perfect, this tense is not common to use in IELTS Writing Task 2 either. 

However, you may have need to use it occasionally. 

You use the Past Perfect Continuous to talk about an action that happened before another 

action in the past and was still continuing. 

► The Japanese artist Hokusai had been working for decades before he became 

internationally famous, which shows that both talent and hard work are needed for 

success. 

used to + Infinitive 

This is a frequent and very useful past form which is used to describe habitual or regularly 

recurring situations or behaviour in t he past t hat are no longer happening. It is a great way 

to compare and contrast with common practices today. 

► People used to eat a lot of meat but nowadays many people prefer a vegetarian 

diet. 

► Only a few decades ago, people used to have a more active lifestyle than they do 

now. 

► In the past, there did not use to be as much littering in the streets as there is now. 

Note that used to+ Infinitive is past only. It has no present form. To talk about habitual or 

regularly recurring situations or behaviour in the present, use the Present Simple. 

Note too that the negative form is did not use to. 

3. Ways of Talking About Future Events and Situations 

going to+ Infinitive 

We use (be) going to+ Infinitive to talk about a pre-decided plan or intention. 

► In some countries, the government is going to impose restrictions on the cultivation 

of crops in areas where water resources are scarce. 
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► Over the next few years, the World Bank is going to invest millions of dollars in 

education projects for girls. 

We also use (be) going to+ Infinitive to talk about a prediction based on evidence. 

► As all sources of fossil fuels are limited, our planet is going to face energy scarcity. 

► Rising sea levels mean that major cities such as Shanghai and Hanoi are going to 

suffer from flooding more and more often. 

will 

We can use will+ Infinitive simply to refer to future events that we regard as facts. 

► In 2025, the United Nations will be 80 years old. 

We also use will+ Infinitive for predictions that are based on opinions, beliefs or hopes (i.e. 

not on hard evidence). 

► Many people think that social media will continue to grow as a recruiting tool. 

► With advances in artificial intelligence, there are grounds for believing that 

autonomous machines will become prevalent. 

If you want to make the opinion or belief sound more or less certain, you can use adverbs 

such as probably, certainly, definitely. 

► In the future, robots will probably play a greater role in our daily lives. 

► Young people will definitely not accept a world where only adults have the power to 
make decisions that will affect everyone's future. 

For more information about how to express degrees of certainty, go to page 118. 

Important: 

Note that after if or unless (First Conditional) and in time clauses after when, until, as soon 

as, before, after, next time, once, etc. we use a present verb form although we are talking 

about the future. 

► If temperatures continue to rise, whole areas of the world will become 

uninhabitable. 

► More species will disappear unless we put an end to illegal hunting and poaching. 

107 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

► The crime rate will fall as soon as we eradicate poverty and unemployment. 

► There should be more shelters where the homeless could stay until they find 

somewhere else to live. 

For more information about First Conditional sentences, go to page 113. 

For more information about Time Clauses, go to page 45 . 

Future Perfect 

We use the Future Perfect to talk about something that has not happened yet but will 

happen before another event or action in the future. The time expression is usually 

introduced by the word by. 

► By the middle of this century, the number of polar bears will have decreased 

dramatically. 

► By the time those in power agree to put poverty at the top of their agenda, 

thousands more people will have suffered unnecessarily. 
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Tenses: Useful Points & Common Problems 

In this chapter, we go through the tenses in the same order as the previous chapter 

(present, past and future) and highlight a number of areas which require particular 

attention. 

Verbs Not Normally Used in the Continuous Form 

Some verbs (such as believe, need, etc.) do not describe actions or happenings. They 

describe states. These 'stative' verbs are not normally used in the continuous form of the 

present, past or future tenses. 

► Everybody knows that electricity is a reality, but few people understand how it 

works. 
It is wrong to write 'is knowing' or 'are understanding'. 

► I agree completely with this opinion. 

It is wrong to write 'am agree'. 

Here are some common 'state' verbs: 

dislike agree know 

fear believe realise 

hate doubt recognise 

like expect(= believe) forget 

love feel(= have an opinion) remember 

prefer think(= have an opinion) suppose 

want guess suspect 

wish imagine understand 

appear 

hear 

look like 

notice 

seem 

resemble 

smell 

sound 

taste 

belong to 

concern 

consist of 

contain 

depend on 

need 

own 

possess 

Some of those verbs have a different meaning when they are used in the continuous form. 

Compare: 

► Young people think that life is more exciting in the city than in the countryside. 
Meaning: 'That it is their opinion . It is what they believe.' It is wrong to write "Young 

people are thinking that". 
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► More than ever before, young people from rural areas are thinking about 

moving to the city. 

This means that the process of making the decision is happening now. In other words, they 

are considering I contemplating moving to the city at this moment. 

► I feel that governments are not doing enough to combat global warming. 
Meaning: 'This is my opinion. It is what I believe.' It is wrong to write'/ am feeling that'. 

► More and more, we are feeling the effects of global warming. 

This means that we are experiencing a particular physical feeling at the moment. 

Talking About Hypothetical Present (or Future) States and Actions 

► If children had a healthier diet, obesity would not be such a common problem. 

Despite the past form had, this sentence describes a problem that exists now, in the 

present. This sentence implies the following: 'Children today do not have a healthy diet. As 

a result, obesity is a common problem.' This form is called the Second Conditional. We use 

it to talk about hypothetical, imaginary states and actions. 

See Conditional Statements, page 113 for further information . 

Present Simple with Future Meaning After if and Conjunctions of Time 

After if I when I before I after I until I as soon as I while, we use a present tense to refer 

to a future time. 

► If temperatures continue to rise at the same rate in the next ten years, there will 

be an ecological catastrophe. 
In the main clause, we use the Future Simple tense (will be) because the time is future . In 

the if-clause, however, we use the Present Simple (continue) although the time is future (in 

the next ten years). It is wrong to write 'will continue to rise' . 

► Many young teenagers have no idea what they are going to do when they leave 

school. 
In the main clause, we use the Present Simple tense (have) because the time is present. 

In the when-clause we also use the Present Simple tense (leave) although the time is 

future. It is wrong to write 'when they will leave'. 

► There will not be peace in the world until powerful countries agree to stop the 

arms trade. 

It is wrong to write 'will agree' in this sentence. 
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Past Simple vs Present Perfect (Simple) 

The Present Perfect is used a lot in Writing Task 2 because many situations and events 

have an origin in the past but have a connection with now. 

► Social media have become one of the main forms of on line communication over the 

last few years. 

Note: Social media became the main form of online communication in the past and is still 

the main form today. 

► It is hard to believe that more than 30 years have passed since the birth of the 

internet. 

Note: The internet came into being 30 years ago (past) and is still being used today. 

The Past Simple is used to describe states and actions which started and ended in the past. 

By contrast, we use the Present Perfect to describe states and actions which started in the 

past but have a connection with the present time. As its name indicates, the Present 

Perfect is a present tense and always has some relevance to now. 

► Since Jenner introduced vaccination over 200 years ago, millions of lives have 

been saved. 

In the first part of the sentence, the expression over 200 years ago tells us that the event 

happened in the past, so the Past Simple tense is used (introduced). 

In the second part, the Present Perfect is used (have been saved). Vaccination started 

saving lives at some point in the past, but it is still saving lives now and will probably 

continue to do so in the future. It is wrong to write" ... millions of lives were saved". This 

would mean the lives were saved in the past but are not being saved any more in the 

present. 

► The modern Olympic Games started in 1896. Since then, they have taken place 

regularly every four years, except during the two world wars. 

The Past Simple (started) is used to talk about something that happened entirely in the 

past (in 1896). It is an event with a fixed time in the past. The Present Perfect (have taken) 

is used to talk about an event that started in the past but continues up to now. We still 

have Olympic Games nowadays. 
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Time Expressions Using Either Past Simple or Present Perfect 

Use the Past Simple (NOT the Present Perfect) with time expressions which refer to a 

specific point in time in the past or a finished period of time in the past. 

For example: 200 years ago I in 1896 I last year I when we were younger I from the 17th 

until the 20th century, a few years ago, etc. 

Use the Present Perfect with time expressions which refer to an unfinished period of time, 

i.e. to a period of time which includes the present. 

For example: this year I over the last few years I during the last few years I so far I recently 

I up to now, etc. 

Let us look at two sentences and the time expressions used: 

► So far no scientist has discovered an effective cure for the common cold. 

Other common time expressions for the Present Perfect include: ever I never I just I 
already I yet I for I since. These expressions require the Present Perfect when the period 

of time includes now, the present. 

► Man has dreamt of going to Mars for a long time. 
The Present Perfect (has dreamt) is used here with for because the period ohime which 

started in the past and continues up to now . M an is st ill dreaming of going to Mars today. 

Contrast this with the following sentence: 'Nelson Mandela was in prison for 27 years.' 

Here the Simple Past (was) must be used because the time period (for 27 years) ended in 

the past. Mandela was released from prison in 1990. 

Now look at these two sentences: 

► The country was attacked three times. 

► The country has been attacked three times. 

The different use of tenses helps us understand what is happening in relation to time. In 

the first sentence, the past simple is used which means the country was attacked three 

times in the past and the action ended in the past. However, in the second sentence, the 

present perfect is used which means the country was attacked in the past but this action is 

also connected to the present. In other words, the attacks somehow connect to or 

influence the current situation . For example, it might infer that more attacks might happen 

soon or that these attacks have weakened the current position. Your choice of tenses 

changes the meaning of the information provided. Understanding the meaning through 

tenses is something you must pay close attention to in other sections of IELTS as well such 

as IELTS Reading. 

See Workbook Exercises page 15. I 
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Conditional Statements 

Main Conditional 

Statements 

First Conditional 

Second Conditional 

Third Conditional 

unless Statements 

provided that Statements 

Usage in IELTS Writing 

Task 2 

Likely to be used 

Likely to be used 

Less likely to be used 

A useful variation 

A useful variation 

There are three main types of conditional: first, second and third. You can see the usage 
above for each one. The 'zero conditional' has not been listed as it is not likely to be used 

in Writing Task 2. Try to use at least one type of conditional statement in your essay. 

You choose which conditional to use depending on your ideas. 

• If you believe the situation is like ly to happen, t hen you will use the First 

Conditional. 

• If you think it is unlikely to happen in reality, you will use the Second Conditional. 

Note that conditional statements do not need to start with if. You can change the position 

of the clauses. 

If you plan to use two conditional sentences in your essay, invert one to show the 

examiner flexibility. 

Always remember to use a comma in the right place, as shown below. You only use a 

comma between the two clauses when the if-clause starts the sentence. 

First Conditional= real situation (likely to happen/ a likely result) 

This is generally made using "If+ Present Simple, ... will+ Infinitive". 

Do not use will in the if-clause! 

► !f people work hard, they will have success in life. 

► !f rich countries provide more financial aid to poor countries, it will close the gap 

between the rich and the poor. 
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► !f the government does not act soon, global warming will become irreversible. 

► !f rich countries do not aid poor countries, the poverty cycle will never be broken. 

-0, 

The poverty cycle will never be broken if rich countries do not aid poor countries. 

► Young people will gain important life experience if they travel abroad before going 

to university. 

-0, 

!f young people travel abroad before going to university, they will gain important 

life experience. 

Second Conditional= unreal situation/ hypothetical (unlikely to happen) 

This is made using "If+ Past Simple, ... would+ Infinitive". 

Do not use would in the if-clause! 

Note that we use the Past Simple in the if-clause although we are talking about the present 

(or the future). 

► !f the government built wider roads, it would improve traffic flow. 

► !f people all around the world spoke only one language, it would promote harmony 

and understanding between different cultures. 

► There would be more violence and discontent in the world if there was no 

censorship of media content. 

-0, 

- --

!f there was no censorship of media content, there would be more violence and 

discontent in the world. 

► !f the government did not provide state schools and social security, many families 

would not be able to afford either. 

-0, 

Many families would not be able to afford state schools or social security if the 

government did not provide them. 

Using might or could in the main clause 

Note too that instead of would in the main clause, you can use might or could if you think 

it is less probable that the event or situation described will happen. 
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► !iwe used fewer plastic bottles, it might have a huge impact on the environment. 

► World poverty could be eradicated if everyone had free access to education. 

For more information about how to express degrees of certainty/probability, go to page 

118. 

Third Conditional= 'imaginary past'; used to express criticism or regret because we 

would have liked the past to be different from what actually 

happened 

This is made using "If+ Past Perfect, ... would+ have+ Past Participle" if both actions are in 

the past: 

► !f man had not always had the urge to surpass himself, the pyramids would never 

have been built, and no one would ever have walked on the moon. 

► !f the public transport system had been better planned, our cities would not have 

become so difficult to live in and work in. 

► The British Empire would probably not have existed if Britain had not developed 

into a naval superpower. 

If the action or situation in the main clause is in the present, then the Third Conditional is 

made using "If+ Past Perfect, ... would+ Infinitive": 

► !f the government had started paying attention to climate change 50 years ago, our 

environmental problems would not be as complex as they are today. 

► English would probably not be spoken as a lingua franca in so many parts of the 

world if the United States and Britain had not been economic and military 

superpowers. 

► !f there had not been so many advances in medicine and in pharmacology over the 

past century, people would live much shorter lives and suffer greater pain. 

unless Statements unless= If ... not 

Unless statements can be very useful in highlighting the potential problems if a situation is 

ignored. Such statements can be particularly useful in IELTS solution essays. 
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► If we do not reduce our consumption of plastic, ocean pollution will worsen. 

'°' Unless we reduce our consumption of plastic, ocean pollution will worsen. 

In the same way as in if-sentences, you can change the position of the clauses: 

► Unless people make more effort to recycle and reduce their energy consumption, 

global warming will continue to be a threat. 

'°' Global warming will continue to be a threat unless people make more effort to 

recycle and reduce their energy consumption. 

► Many delinquents will reoffend unless they take part in a rehabilitation programme. 

'°' Unless they take part in a rehabilitation programme, many delinquents will 

reoffend. 

Note that the same punctuation rule as in if-sentences applies here: you only use a comma 
between the two clauses when the unless-clause starts the sentence. 

provided that Statements provided= if and only if 

You can also begin a conditional clause with provided that. The expression provided that 

can also be interchangeable with the following: 

provided I providing I providing that I as long as I so long as 

All the expressions above have the same meaning as 'if and only if. 

► Children should be allowed to watch movies on television provided that parents 

censor violent content. 

► Children should be allowed to play computer games, provided parents control the 

amount of time they spend playing them. 

► Children should be allowed access to social media providing parents monitor the 

sites they access. 

► Children should be allowed to read story books providing that they also spend time 

reading educational books. 
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In the same way as in if-sentences, you can change the position of the clauses: 

► Children should be allowed to watch the news on television provided that parents 
are prepared to answer their questions . 

.(l. 

As long as parents are prepared to answer their questions, children should be 

allowed to watch the news on television. 

► Provided overfishing ceases immediately, fish stocks might be able to recover . 

.(l. 

Fish stocks might be able to recover so long as overfishing ceases immediately. 

See Workbook Exercises page 21. I 
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Modals 

The modals, sometimes called 'modal auxiliary verbs', are: 

can I could I may I might I shall I should I will I would I must I ought to 

We use modals to express concepts such as ability (or inability), possibility, probability, 

certainty, obligation (or lack of obligation) and necessity (or lack of necessity), and also to 

make recommendations and suggestions. 

Modals enable you to show your attitude towards, or your perception of, the situations 

you describe or the events you write about. Being able to express these in IELTS Writing 

Task 2 is very important. 

Important notes: 

a. Meaning: Some modals can be used in different ways to express different things. 

For example, the modal must can have more tha n one meaning (more than one 

use). Pay close attention to the different use of each modal. 

b. Grammar: Modals differ from ordinary verbs in a number of ways. Pay close 

attention to how the modals are used grammatically. For example, modals: 

■ do not take-son the third person singular 

■ are always followed by an infinitive (without to, except for ought) 

■ do not need do in questions and negatives 

■ have no past forms and no -ing forms. 

Use of Modals 

In IELTS Writing Task 2, it is highly likely that you will need to use modals. You are most 

likely to need modals to: 

1. make recommendations 

2. express degrees of probability 

3. express obligation 

So, let's look at these three areas to begin with. 
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1. Making Recommendations and Suggestions; Giving Advice 

could 

This modal can be used to make a suggestion: 

► News media could try to free themselves from political bias. 

► Fast food restaurants could make an effort to offer healthy alternatives. 

might 

This modal can be used to make a more tentative suggestion: 

► It might be a good idea to make all students do an internship in order to graduate. 

► It might be wise to quit social media before we become addicted to them. 

should I ought to 

Both these modals are used to express a recommendation or to give firm advice: 

► If employees want to improve their time management, they should draw up a list of 

priorities. 

► Employees who want to improve their time management ought to draw up a list of 

priorities. 

► Employees should not be expected to take work home with them. 

► Employers ought not to ask their staff to take work home with them. 

You can use ought to to paraphrase should. Both should and ought to are stronger in 

feeling than could or might. 

must 

This modal can be used to express a very strong recommendation, an obligation, a duty: 

► The government must take all necessary steps to ban single-use plastic bags. 

► Gender equality must be achieved in all areas of human activity. 

Note that have to can also be used to express a duty, an obligation, or a strong 

recommendation: 
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► The government has to phase out coal power and prioritise clean power as soon as 

possible. 

► Governments have to impose stricter rules against deforestation before it is too 

late. 

You will use must depending on how strong your own personal views are. Must is the 

strongest of all modals in this section. 

2. Expressing Possibility and Degrees of Probability; Making Predictions and 

Speculating 

can I cannot 

Using can or cannot to show that something is possible or not possible rather than talking 

about something as certain is important in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

It is very common for people to sound overconfident or forceful because they make 

absolute statements, as in Sentence 1, instead of using cautious language as in Sentence 2: 

1. Eating junk food leads to obesity. 

2. Eating junk food can lead to obesity. 

Eating junk food does not necessarily cause obesity because if it did, nearly all people 

would be obese. However, junk food can cause obesity. This means it is possible that junk 

food causes obesity, but it is not absolutely certain that it does in all cases. 

Being able to use "cautious language" is an important skill in academic writing. In IELTS, if 

your language appropriately conveys a more subtle meaning, you will get a higher band 

score. 

may I might I could 

When you want to express uncertainty, to say that there is only a possibility of something 

being true or happening, you can use any of these three modals interchangeably: 

► People might stop littering if there were more litter bins for public use. 

► Globalisation could be the main reason for the loss of local traditions. 

► Internet addiction may cause unsocial behaviour. 
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► Even if there were living beings in outer space, we may not be able to communicate 

with them. 

► Young teachers in rural areas might not be able to get the professional support they 

need. 

In all five sentences above, the meaning of the underlined modal is 'perhaps': 

► Perhaps people would stop littering if there were more litter bins for public use. 

► Perhaps globalisation is the main reason for the loss of local traditions. 

► Perhaps internet addiction causes unsocial behaviour. 

Note that in negative sentences, only may not and might not can be used here because 

could not expresses a different meaning, namely ability. 

should I ought to 

When you want to say that you think something will probably happen (or not) or is 

probably true (or not), you can use either of these modals interchangeably: 

► Having a degree should enable you to earn a higher salary. 

► Two years of real-world work experience ought to make it easier for you to land 

your first job. 

► Reducing our use of plastic in daily life should not be too difficult. 

► International aid ought not to stop poor countries trying to tackle their own 

problems. 

This means should and ought to can be used either to express a recommendation as in 

Section 1 of this chapter or to express the probability of something happening or being 

true as in this section. 

You can express the same meaning using be (un)likely to or It is (un)likely that ... : 

► Having a degree is likely to enable you to earn a higher salary. 

► It is likely that two years of real-world work experience will make it easier for you to 

land your first job. 

► Reducing our use of plastic in daily life is unlikely to be too difficult. 

► It is unlikely that international aid will stop poor countries trying to tackle their own 

problems. 
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If you want to sound a little more certain, use highly (un)likely: 

► It is highly likely that an increasing number of people will work from home. 

► Unfortunately, fines alone are highly unlikely to stop people from littering. 

will 

Use this modal when you want to say that you think something will certainly happen (or 

not): 

► In developed countries, the death rate will continue to decline. 

► Manufacturing cheaper cars will not solve our environmental problems. 

If you want to sound even more certain, use will definitely (not); to sound a little less 

certain, use will probably (not): 

► Private car ownership will probably not decrease in the foreseeable future. 

► Building more railways will definitely improve the quality of our environment. 

You can also express certainty using phrases such as be bound to or be certain to: 

► The death rate is bound to continue to decline in developed countries. 

► Building more railways is certain to improve the quality of our environment. 

Note that be sure to means the same as be certain to. However, be sure to is more 

frequent in spoken English while be certain to is generally considered more appropriate in 

formal written English such as IELTS Writing Task 2. 

must 

You use must to say that you think something is fairly certain or quite certain because of a 

deduction you make based on particular facts or events: 

► The widening gap between rich and poor must eventually lead to civil unrest. 

► Exploding population and urbanisation must be the main cause of any temperature 

increase. 

Note that in negative sentences, only cannot is used in this sense because must not 

expresses a different meaning, namely prohibition: 

► Genes cannot be the reason why some people are successful early in life. 
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3. Obligation; Necessity; Absence of Necessity 

must I have to I need to 

These three forms express obligation or necessity and are frequently used in academic 

writing: 

► Governments must arrange for more trees to be planted. 

► People need to be aware of the amount of energy they use in their homes. 

► All countries have to have a minimum wage to ensure a good standard of living. 

As must has no past form, use had to I needed to to express obligation/necessity in the 

past: 

► In the 19th century, many children had to work to help their parents financially. 

do not have to I do not need to 

You can use either of these forms to say that something is not obligatory or necessary. 

Remember that must not expresses prohibition and therefore cannot be used in this sense. 

The past forms are did not have to I did not need to. 

► With television, you do not need to leave the comfort of your home to enjoy 

entertainment or educational programmes. 

► We did not have to wait very long to realise how much cars pollute our air. 

Reminder: 

Do not use contracted forms in your essay! (aoR't l:ia'Je to/ aiaR't Rees to, etc.) 

Other Uses of Modals 

We will now turn to other areas: 4. ability, 5. permission and 6. modals & perfect infinitive. 

4. Ability 

can I able to I manage to 

If you want to say that someone or something has the ability to do or cause something, use 

can. 
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► A better standard of living means that the elderly can remain active much longer. 

► Goodwill alone cannot solve all the problems the world is facing. 

When talking about ability, the form be able to can be used instead of can: 

► Owing to the global financial crisis, fewer countries are able to provide aid to the 

developing world. 

The form be able to is particularly useful when talking about the future: 

► We have grounds to believe that robots will be able to interview job applicants. 

It is also useful in positive sentences about a specific ability or achievement in the past, 

where it is not possible to use could: 

► In 1945, the United Nations was able to bring many countries together with a view 

to safeguarding world peace. 

If you want to convey the idea that this specific achievement involved a certain amount of 

difficulty, you can use managed to as an alternative: 

► In 1945, the United Nations managed to bring many countries together with a view 

to safeguarding world peace. 

However, in negative sentences about a specific ability or achievement, could not, 

was/were not able to and did not manage to are interchangeable. 

Finally, to talk about a general ability in the past, we tend to use could I could not more 

frequently than was (not) I were (not) able to: 

► Our ancestors could already make relatively complex tools. 

5. Permission 

can I be allowed to 

You can use these forms interchangeably to say that someone has permission to do 

something, or in the negative to say that they do not have permission: 

► In some universities, students are allowed to work up to 20 hours a week. 

► Employees may feel dissatisfied if they cannot choose what to wear at work. 

When talking about the past, you can use could (not), or was/were (not) allowed to: 

► In many countries, women were not allowed to vote until the 20th century. 

► In the United States, women could not vote until 1920. 
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When talking about the future, or after another modal, only be allowed to is possible: 

► It is to be feared that one day government agencies will be allowed to access all 

email and phone records. 

► Employers should not be allowed to force their staff to take work home with them. 

Finally, in Section 6 we look at meaning and use of some modals followed by the Perfect 

Infinitive (i .e. have+ Past Participle) . 

6. Modals + Perfect Infinitive 

could+ Perfect Infinitive 

This is useful in IELTS Writing Task 2 when you talk about things that people or the 

government could have done in the past but did not. It highlights an oversight or a failure 

to do something. 

Use this form to talk about actions or events that were possible but did not happen: 

► Better planning could have prevented t he global fi nancial crisis that shook the world 

a decade ago. 

This form is also frequently used to express criticism of something that did not happen: 

► Climate experts could have told us much earlier that the future of our planet was in 

danger. 

should I ought to+ Perfect Infinitive 

We often use these forms to talk about things that someone did not do, when we think 

there was an obligation for them to do it: 

► Many people think that the government should have built shelters for the homeless 
instead of a multi-million-pound Olympic Village. 

Conversely, we use should not I ought not to+ Perfect Infinitive to talk about things that 

someone did, when we think it was not the right thing to do: 

► The government ought not to have spent so much money on an Olympic Village 

when thousands of people are homeless. 
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must+ Perfect Infinitive 

You are less likely to use this form than the previous two in your IELTS Writing Task 2. 

You use this form when you are almost certain that something happened: 

► Armstrong must have felt like a god when he set foot on the moon. 

Note that in the negative, i.e. when you are almost certain that something did not happen, 

you use cannot+ Perfect Infinitive: 

► Teenagers who become delinquents cannot have had a happy childhood. 

See Workboo k Exercises page 24. I 

Copyright Reminder 

It is illegal to share this e-book in public. This e-book is 

protected by copyright law. 

This e-book is for your own personal use only. Anyone 

sharing this e-book in public can face legal consequences. 

Please respect the hard work of the author. Please report 

any copies of this e-book found being distributed on line to 

IELTS Liz (Elizabeth Ferguson, the copyright owner). 

Thank you 
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Passive Voice 

Let's start by tackling the most important question relating to the use of the passive voice 

in IELTS Writing Task 2: 

Will I get a higher score if I use the passive voice? 

The examiner does not give you extra points because you used the passive voice. There are 

no rules in the marking criteria to award a better score for grammar for using the passive 

voice in your essay. The marking for IELTS Writing Task 2 does not work that way. You can 

still get a high score without using the passive voice. The examiner is looking for a range of 

grammar usage which includes all aspects given in this e-book. 

The passive voice can be useful to use in your IELTS essay. This chapter aims to show you 

when and how to use it well. 

This chapter will cover: 

1. forming the passive voice 

2. why to choose the passive voice 

3. the agentless passive voice 

4. when not to use the passive voice 

5. the passive voice & tenses 

6. the passive voice & modals 

7. it+ the passive voice 

1. Forming the Passive Voice 

The passive voice is made using the appropriate form of be+ Past Participle. 

The table below shows some of the most common active and passive voice forms (third 

person singular and plural) used in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Active Voice Passive Voice 

teaches I teach is taught I are taught 

Schools teach social skills. Social skills are taught at schools. 

pollutes I pollute is polluted I are polluted 

Industry pollutes our environment. Our environment is polluted by 

industry. 
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values I value is valued I are valued 

Customers value good service and Good service and quality products are 

quality products. valued by customers 

is building I are building is being built I are being built 

The government is building wider roads. Wider roads are being built by the 

government. 

To see more examples of how the passive is formed using different tenses and modals, 

please see Sections 5 and 6 of this chapter. 

Note that the form to be born is a passive form:/ was born I he was born, etc. 

Passive Voice Negative 

Below you can see the difference between the negative forms of active and passive voice. 

Active Voice Passive Voice 

does not teach I do not teach is not taught I are not taught 

Some schools do not teach social skills. Social skills are not taught at some 

schools. 

does not pollute I do not pollute is not polluted I are not polluted 

Solar energy does not pollute the The environment is not polluted by solar 

environment. energy. 

does not value I do not value is not valued I are not valued 

Customers do not value poor service. Poor service is not valued by customers. 

is not developing I are not developing is not being developed I are not being 

The government is not developing the developed 

infrastructure enough. The infrastructure is not being 

developed enough by the government. 
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2. Why Choose the Passive Voice? 

Below are four main reasons why you might choose to use the passive voice in your IELTS 

essay rather than an active voice: 

i) To change the focus of the sentence 

ii) When the person doing the action is of no interest 

iii) When we do not know who did the action 

iv) When describing processes 

i) To change the focus of the sentence 

Active Voice 

We use the active voice to say what the subject does, i.e. when we want to talk about the 

person or thing that performs the action. 

► Sentence A: Oceans generate most of the oxygen on our planet. (active 

voice) 

In Sentence A, the focus of the sentence is on oceans. You are most likely to find this 

sentence in an essay about the importance of protecting our oceans. 

Passive Voice 

By contrast, we use the passive voice when we want to emphasise what happens to the 

subject, i.e. when we want to talk about the person or thing that is affected by the action. 

► Sentence B: Most of the oxygen on our planet is generated by the oceans. (passive 

voice) 

In Sentence B, the focus of the sentence is on oxygen and our planet. It is more likely you 

will find this sentence in an essay which focuses on our planet or the air we breathe. 

Examples 

Let's look at a couple more examples of using the passive voice to change the focus of the 

sentence. 

Voice 

Active 

Sentence Sample Focus 

Social media have transformed the way families Social media 

communicate. 
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Passive The way families communicate has been transformed Families & 

by social media. communication 

Voice Sentence Sample Focus 

Active International sports competitions fire up national Sports 

pride. competitions 

Passive National pride is fired up by international sports National pride 

competitions. 

Note: The passive voice can of course be used with phrasal verbs as well (e.g. to fire up). 

Voice Sentence Sample Focus 

Active Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin in 1928. Alexander 

Fleming 

Passive Penicillin was discovered by Alexander Fleming in Penicillin 

1928. 

ii) When the person doing the action is of no interest 

We might choose to use the passive voice if the person doing the action is not of 

importance to the aims of the essay. 

► Active Voice: Mark Zuckerberg created Facebook in 2014 and over 2 billion people 

now use it as a form of communication. 
,(], 

Passive Voice: Facebook was created by Mark Zuckerberg in 2014 and over 2 billion 

people now use it as a form of communication. 

Passive Voice: Facebook was created in 2014 and over 2 billion people now use it as 

a form of communication. 

In the active voice above, the subject and focus of the sentence is Mark Zuckerberg. 

However, if you want to write about Facebook and the focus of the essay is on how 

popular social media are today, the name of the person who created Facebook may not be 
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important. In this case, you might choose to use the passive voice and completely remove 

[by Mark Zuckerberg] from the sentence. 

So, if the person is of no interest or does not contribute towards the aims of the essay, we 

do not need to use their name or refer to them at all. The passive voice gives us this 

choice. This is useful in an IELTS Writing Task 2 essay because it is a short essay and you 

need to select what information to include and what information is not worth adding. In 

IELTS essays, more information is not always a good thing. All your sentences should have 

a clear, focused, relevant purpose. Furthermore, if you have forgotten the name of the 

person doing the action, you can choose to use the passive voice as a way of getting 

around this problem. 

iii) When we do not know who did the action 

If you do not know the name of the person doing the action, you might again choose to 

use the passive voice. 

► Stonehenge was built in about 2500BC. (passive voice) 

The focus of the sentence above is on Stonehenge. We do not know who built it. While it 

was clearly built by people, we do not know specifically who they were. For this reason, 

the logical choice would be to use a passive voice. 

iv) When describing processes 

It is common to use the passive voice when describing a process. While it is not common to 

use the passive voice for this reason in Writing Task 2, it is usual in Writing Task 1 

(Academic Paper) if you are asked to write about a diagram. 

► The life cycle of the silkworm begins when eggs are laid on a leaf. When the 

larvae hatch, the leaf is used as a food source. 

3. The Agentless Passive Voice 

As seen above, there are a number of times we might use the passive voice and not state 

the agent (the person doing the action). For example, "Facebook was created in 2014 and 

is the one of the biggest social media sites in the world." In this sentence, the agent ("Mark 

Zuckerberg") has been omitted from the sentence. 
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However, there is another time we might use an agentless passive voice in IELTS Writing 

Task 2. It is common to write about other people's opinions in the background statement 

of your introduction and in any essay that requires a discussion. When we write about 

other people's opinions, it is common to use the passive voice and when we do that we do 

not need to state the agent "by some people" or "by many people". 

► Active Voice: Some people use paper bags instead of plastic bags for 

environmental reasons. 
,0, 

Passive Voice: Paper bags are often used instead of plastic bags for 

environmental reasons. 

As you see, in the passive voice the agent "some people" is omitted from the sentence. It is 

automatically understood from the context that it is "some people" who often use paper 

bags. Below is another example of this: 

► Active Voice: Few people value experience more than education. 
,0, 

Passive Voice: Experience is rarely valued more than education. 

Note: In the passive sentences, you can of course choose which adverb of frequency to use 

(always, usually, commonly, frequen tly, seldom, rarely, etc.) depending on the meaning 

you wish to convey. 

4. When Not to Use the Passive Voice 

In IELTS Writing Task 2, some essays will require your opinion. For example, the instruction 

"Do you agree or disagree?" requires you to state your personal opinion on the statement 

given in the essay question. It is not possible to give your opinion using a passive voice. 

Your opinion must be given using an active voice. 

✓ I believe I think 

x it is believed it is thought 

I believe and / think both show your own beliefs or thoughts. You use an active voice to 

state your own viewpoint. However, it is believed and it is thought are used to show other 

people's views (it is believed by many that ... ) 
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5. The Passive Voice & Tenses 

The passive voice can be used in different tenses. 
It is made using be (in the appropriate tense) + Past Participle. 
The tables below show the different tenses of the passive voice for the third person 
singular and plural. 

Present Simple: Ttis written. 

_ l They are written. 

Present It is being built. 
Continuous: They are being built. 

Present Perfect: lit has been found. 

Past Simple: 

Past Continuous: 

Past Perfect: 

Future Simple: 

Future 
Continuous: 

Future Perfect: 

l They have been found. 

flt was discovered. 
l They were discovered. 

It was being planned. 
They were being planned. 

It has been started. 

They have been started. 

It will be taught . 

They will be taught. 

It will be being tackled. 
They will be being tackled. 

It will have been seen. 
They will have been seen. 

(unlikely to be used in IELTS 
Writing Task 2) 

l 

Below are a few examples of some of the above tenses used in complete sentences. 

Present Simple passive: 

► While independent travellers can decide where they visit on holiday, package tours 
are designed with a set itinerary. 

Present Continuous passive: 

► Solar power is not being widely used at present. 

Past Simple passive: 

► Many of the old roads in city centres were built a long time ago and are no longer 
able to cope with the heavy volume of traffic. 
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Present Perfect passive: 

► Although laws have been written to prohibit the hunting of endangered animals, 
they do not seem to be very effective. 

Future Simple passive: 

► It is unlikely that pollution will be reduced unless there is more pressure from the 
international community. 

6. The Passive Voice & Modals 

The passive voice can also be used with modals (can, could, might, should, have to, etc.). 

To talk about the present or the future, it is made using Modal+ be (Infinitive)+ Past 
Participle. 

► Equality between the sexes should be taught in more schools. 

► Our cities should be planned with more foresight. 

► Pollution can be tackled if individuals take responsibility for their decisions and 
actions. 

► Global warming might be halted if governments around the world take prompt 

action. 

► Areas that rely too much on the tourist trade will be severely affected by a world 
economic downturn. 

► Rural schools have to be better funded in order to attract graduate teachers. 

To talk about the past, it is made using Modal+ have been+ Past Participle. 

► Equality between the sexes should have been taught in more schools. 

► Our cities should have been planned with more foresight. 

► Pollution could have been tackled if individuals had taken responsibility for their 

decisions and actions. 

► The pyramids of Central and South America could not have been built by 'primitive' 
tribes. 

► The 2008 global financial crisis might have been prevented if ethics played a more 
prominent role in the finance industry. 

For more information on Modals, go to page 118. 
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7. It + the Passive Voice 

You can also use It+ the passive of a verb such as think, believe, expect, say, agree, etc. + 

that-clause when you want to suggest that a certain opinion or belief is held by an 

unspecified group of people. This structure is relatively frequently used in academic essay 

writing. However, take care not to overuse it. There is no need to mention "by some 

people" in these sentences as it is already understood from the context. 

► It is generally believed by some people that recruiters prefer an applicant with 

relevant job experience rather than one with an academic degree. 

► It is universally agreed that government is necessary for society to function 

properly. 

► It is expected that global warming will get worse in the next decade. 

► It is thought that social media can be more addictive than alcohol and cigarettes. 

► It is often said that happiness is something different for each and every person. 

Note that you can also express general opinions with the passive of some of those verbs 

without using it: 

► Recruiters are generally believed to prefer an applicant with relevant job experience 

rather than one with an academic degree. 

► Global warming is expected to get worse in the next decade. 

► Social media are thought to be more addictive than alcohol and cigarettes. 

► Happiness is often said to be something different for each and every person. 

See Workbook Exercises page 29. J 
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( Verb Patterns 

Here is an overview table of the main verb patterns: 

1. Verb+ -ing (gerund) Most children enjoy learning to play a sport or a 

I musical instrument. 

2. Verb+ to-infinitive Many people cannot afford to go to university. 

3. Verb+ -ing or+ to-infinitive I The government has started funding research on 

the link between air pollution and health. 

The government has started to fund research on 

I the link between air pollution and health. 

4. Verb+ Object+ to-infinitive Parents need to encourage their children to take 

!!Q a sport or an outdoor physical activity. 

--
5. Verb+ Object+ ¢-infinitive I thin k it is irresponsible to let children play in 

- --
~ e street after dark. 

6. Verb+ that-clause Some economists have suggested that the 

government should renationalise certain 

industries. 

While some verbs can only be used with one pattern, a large number of other verbs can be 

used with several different patterns. There are no hard and fast rules to tell you which 

verbs can be used with which pattern. 

When you practise essay writing and you are in doubt which pattern is required for a 

specific verb, do look it up in the dictionary. A good English learner's dictionary always 

provides information about verb patterns as well as example sentences to illustrate them. 

We will now look in some detail at each of the patterns in the table above. 
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1. Verb + -ing (gerund) 

A number of verbs are followed by an -ing form. They cannot be followed by to-infinitive or 
¢-infinitive. Here is a selection of some of the commonest ones: 

admit* consider* Enjoy imagine* (not) mind* practise resent 

avoid delay fancy keep (on) miss put off risk 

carry on deny* give up mention* postpone recall * suggest* 

► Over-exploiting natural resources risks damaging the environment. 
(risl<:s to damage/ risks damage 3re WRONG) 

► It is rarely a good idea to postpone dealing with a problem. 
(postpone to deal/ postpone deal is WRONG) 

Note the negative form: 

► It may well be that an increasing number of cancer patients will consider not 
taking chemotherapy and will turn to natural remedies instead. 

► Home-schooled children might miss not having the opportunity to do team 
sports. 

The verbs marked with an asterisk(*) in the table above (as well as in all tables henceforth) 
can also be followed by a that-clause. 

► Parents rarely admit treating their sons and daughters differently. 
,0, 

Parents rarely admit that they treat their sons and daughters differently. 

► If you have always had a garden, it is hard to imagine living in a flat. 
,0, 

If you have always had a garden, it is hard to imagine that you could live in a flat. 

Most of the verbs in the table above can also be followed by a noun or a noun phrase. 

► More should be done to encourage people to give up smoking. 
,0, 

More should be done to encourage people to give up cigarettes. 
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► Most children would practise playing a musical instrument if they had the 

opportunity. 
,0, 

Most children would practise a musical instrument if they had the opportunity. 

The verbs come and go+ -ing are often used to talk about sports and outdoor activities. 

► One way to reduce one's carbon footprint is to gQ shopping only once a week. 

► The water is so polluted in many places that if you gQ swimming, you risk picking 

up an infection. 

Remember that some verbs have to as a preposition, and that prepositions are followed by 

an -ing form. Verbs in this category include be used to I get used to I object to I look 
forward to. 

► Children may not enjoy school every day, but most of them actually look forward 
to going to school. 

(te--ge is WRONG) 

► People have got used to doing several things at the same time, and as a result do 
not do anything whole-heartedly. 

(l=lave got 1:1seEI to Ela is WRONG) 

Some of the verbs in this category can be used in the pat tern Verb+ Object+ -ing. 

► In many cultures, it is considered rude to keep people waiting. 

► Most parents would not contemplate their children growing up without them. 

The verbs in this category form the passive with being+ Past Participle. 

► Some children do not seem to mind being disciplined in front of others. 

► Authoritarian people usually resent being criticised. 

2. Verb+ to-infinitive 

A number of verbs are followed by to-infinitive. Here is a selection of some of the 

commonest ones: 

afford attempt 

agree* choose 

aim decide* 

arrange deserve 

expect* offer refuse 

fail plan tend 

hope* pretend* threaten 

manage promise* want 
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► Several countries have already decided to ban single-use plastic bags. 

(decided sanning is WRONG) 

► Some students tend to worry too much about future earnings when they decide 

which subjects to specialise in. 

(tend ·.vorrying is WRONG) 

Note the negative form: 

► Celebrities sometimes pretend not to enjoy being in the limelight. 

► Thanks to an international treaty, many countries have chosen not to try to 

acquire nuclear weapons. 

The verbs marked with an asterisk(*) in the table above can also be followed by a that
clause. 

► Environmentalists expect to see most sea life extinct in one or two decades. 
-0, 

Environmentalists expect that most sea life will be extinct in one or two decades. 

► Scores of government leaders have agreed to reduce their dependence on fossil 

fuels. 
-0, 

Scores of government leaders have agreed that they would reduce their 

dependence on fossil fuels. 

Some verbs in this category can be followed by a 'wh'-word + to-infinitive. 

► Students sometimes cannot decide where to go for their gap year abroad. 

► It is often said that scientists do not know how to talk to ordinary people. 

The verbs in this category form the passive with to be+ Past Participle. 

► Teenagers usually want to be given their own space and freedom. 

► Every human being deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. 
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3. Verb+ -ing or+ to- infinitive 

A small number of verbs can be followed by -ing or to-infinitive with almost no difference 

in meaning. Some other verbs can also be followed by -ing or to-infinitive but with a 

difference in meaning. 

Here is a selection of some of the commonest verbs which can be followed by -ing or to
infinitive with little change in meaning: 

Begin bother continue intend* start 

► Too many people still do not bother to dispose of their rubbish properly. 
,0, 

Too many people still do not bother disposing of their rubbish properly. 

► Students who intend to go to university sometimes have difficulty choosing their 

main subject. 
,0, 

Students who intend &Q!!!_g to university sometimes have difficulty choosing their 

main subject. 

If the verb is in a continuous tense, use to-infinitive as it is unusual to have two consecutive 

-ing forms. 

► More people than ever before are beginning to understand that a complete 

change of lifestyle is necessary to safeguard the environment in the long term. 

(are beginning 1:Jnderstanding is WRONG) 

The verbs like I love I hate I prefer can also be followed by -ing or to-infinitive, often with 
little change in meaning. However, we tend to use the -ing form when we want to express 

our feelings, and the to-infinitive when we want to say that something is (or is not) a good 

idea . 

► Japanese businessmen like going to karaoke bars after work. 

This simply means that they enjoy going to karaoke bars, that it makes them happy. (Note 

that in this sense it is not a mistake to write 'Japanese businessmen like to go to karaoke 

bars after work.') 

► Japanese people like to bow in order to communicate respect. 

This means that they consider it a good idea to bow( ... even if they do not always 

necessarily enjoy it) . 
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► Many people like to start the day with some stretching exercises. 

This means that they think it is a good idea to start the day this way, although they might 

not particularly enjoy it. 

Remember that the expressions would like I would love I would hate I would prefer can 

only be followed by a to-infinitive. 

► In many countries, young people from rural areas would like to move to the city. 

(wo1:Jld like moving is WRONG) 

Here are some of the verbs which can be followed by a to-infinitive or the -ing form, but 

with a change in meaning: 

forget* mean* regret* stop 

go on need remember* try 

You use remember I forget I regret with an -ing clause if you are writing about an event 

after it has happened. If you are writing about an event before it happens, you use a to

infinitive. 

lremembea 

► Quite a few people remember crying on their first day at school. 

They remember now that they cried then, presumably in this case a long time ago. 

► All children need to develop positive self-esteem, so parents and teachers 

should remember to praise them for whatever they can achieve. 

Parents and teachers should remember now to praise children later, at some point in the 

future. 

!forge~ 

► Most people never forget getting on a plane for the first time. 

This sentence is about not forgetting something that happened in the past. 

► People who work from home should not forget to take regular breaks. 

This sentence is about not forgetting something that should happen in the future. 
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I regre~ 

► Governments probably regret ignoring the advice climate experts began to offer 

two decades ago. 

The regretting is now; the ignoring happened in the past. 

► I regret to say that those who govern us have lost the confidence of a large 

segment of the population. 

The verb regret is used with to-infinitive in just a few set expressions such as/ (we) regret 

to inform you that ... I I (we) regret to say that ... I I (we) regret to announce that ... I I (we) 

regret to tell you that ... . 

lmeanl 
We use the verb mean+ -ing when we want to say that one thing involves another or that 

one thing results in another. It is often possible to use mean+ that instead. 

► A healthy diet means eating a wide variety of nutritious foods. 
,0, 

A healthy diet means that we should eat a wide variety of nutritious foods. 

We use the verb mean+ to-infinitive when we want to express an intention. 

► If we are not aware of cultural differences, we may appear distant or rude even 

though we mean to be friendly and polite. 

We use the verb try+ -ing when we want to say that something is done as an experiment, 

in order to see what happens. 

► Instead of going everywhere by car and complaining that we are out of shape, 

we should !rY walking to work or to the shops. 

We use the verb try+ to-infinitive when we want to say that someone makes an effort to 

do something, even though it is difficult and may not be successful. 

► Westerners who !rY to learn Chinese often find the tone system extremely 

difficult to learn. 
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4. Verb+ Object+ to-infinitive 

Some of the verbs in the Verb+ to-infinitive category can also be used with the pattern 

Verb+ Object+ to-infinitive. Here are some of the commonest ones: 

ask expect* Want would like would prefer 

► It is sometimes argued that it is not fair to ask children to do the housework. 

► Parents generally expect their children to learn to fend for themselves. 

► We all want our dreams to come true. 

► The public would like the media to make a clear difference between facts and 

opinions. 

► It is often wrongly assumed that students would prefer their teachers to be very 

permissive. 

Other verbs always require an object between them and the to-infinitive. Here are some of 

the commonest ones: 

advise* enable force order* teach* 

allow 

cause 

encourage help persuade* tell * 

forbid invite remind* warn* 

► Art museum curators should not allow very large_groups to visit an exhibition all 

at the same time. 

► Widespread deforestation for agriculture and urban development is causing 

gr~~-r:t.h9.l:-!?.~.g~~~~ to accumulate in the atmosphere, and these then cause ~h~ 
planet to warm. 

► Good teachers enable students to become independent learners. 

► More initiatives should be introduced to encourage b_q!J~-~-Y.rD~-~-~.r~ to travel by 
train rather than by plane. 

► Some dishonest companies try to persuade job_seekers to pay for a training 

course before they apply for a position. 
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► Parents sometimes have a hard time trying to persuade their_children not to 
take up smoking 

► Climatologists have long warned governments not to ignore the effects of global 

warming. 

Remember that all the verbs marked with an asterisk(*) can also be followed by a that
clause: 

► Some dishonest companies try to persuade job_seekers that they should pay for 

a training course before they apply for a position. 

► Climatologists have long warned governments that they should not ignore the 

effects of global warming. 

The verb help is the only one in the list that can be used with or without to: 

► The aim of most humanitarian organisations is to~ p_~qp_l_~ to help 
themselves. 
,0, 

► The aim of most humanitarian organisations is to .b..fil2. p_~qp_l_~ ~ themselves. 

5. Verb+ Object+ (l}-infinitive 

Only two high-frequency verbs can be followed by an object and a bare infinitive, namely 

make and let. 

lmakel 
► It is extremely unfair to make taxpayers~ for members of parliament's 

personal expenses. 

(make taxpayers to pay is WRONG) 

► A number of European countries made imm_igrants feel very welcome. 

(maae immigraRts to feel is WRONG) 

However, note that a to-infinitive is necessary when the passive form is used: 

► It is extremely unfair that taxpayers should be made to pay for members of 
parliament's personal expenses. 

► Immigrants have been made to feel very welcome in a number of European 

countries. 
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► Some cities have become so unsafe that parents no longer dare to let their 
children 2.@Y outdoors on their own. 

► Elderly people resent being patronised, so their carers should let them make 

their own decisions whenever possible. 

6. Verb + that-clause 

All the verbs marked with an asterisk(*) in the preceding sections of this chapter can be 

used with a that-clause. As example sentences for those verbs have already been provided, 

there is no need to repeat them here. So many verbs can be used with this pattern that it 

would be impossible to provide a full list. Therefore, we shall focus here only on (1) 

"reporting verbs"; (2) a few verbs used with Object+ that-clause; and (3) a few high

frequency verbs that have proved to be a common source of difficulty or error. 

Reporting verbs 

Reporting verbs are so called because we use them to repeat or report on what other 

people have said or written. Some of those verbs can be found among the asterisked verbs 

in the preceding sections, to which the following can be added: 

Claim doubt Insist repeat 

complain explain realise say 

confirm feel reckon suppose 

► Several tour operators have confirmed that climate change is affecting bookings. 

► Psychologists explain that we tend to believe what others think of us, and that 

we then shape our lives on the basis of those opinions. 

Verb +Object+ that-clause 

A number of high-frequency verbs are commonly used with the pattern Verb+ Object+ 

that-clause. These verbs too are frequently used for reporting. Here are some of the 

commonest ones: 
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assure inform Promise tell 

convince persuade remind warn 

► Employers try very hard to persuade job_seekers that their company is the place 

to be. 

► Teachers need to tell students that asking questions is usually a sign of 

intelligence rather than ignorance. 

(Teachers need to tell that asking questions ... is WRONG) 

Common errors: advise I recommend I suggest 

These three high-frequency verbs are a source of common errors partly because they can 

be used with several different patterns and cannot be used with some others. We look at 

each one in turn. 

ladvis~ 

First, we look at this verb when it means "to tell people what you think they should do". 

The most common pattern is Verb+ Object+ to-infinit ive: 

► Nutritionists advise parents to control what and how much their children eat. 

► The Ministry of Foreign Affairs advises travellers not to visit conflict areas. 

The pattern Verb+ that-clause (i.e. without an object) is also possible: 

► The Ministry of Foreign Affairs advises that travellers should not visit conflict 

areas. 

Note that the pattern Verb+ Object+ that-clause can NOT be used in this sense: 

Parents should ad•o1ise their children that they should a•o1oid fast foods is WRONG 

► Parents should advise their_children to avoid fast foods. 

If you want to say that you think someone should not do something, you can use the 

expression advise somebody against doing something: 

► The Ministry of Foreign Affairs advises travellers against visiting conflict areas. 

► Parents should advise thei_r_children against consuming fast foods and energy 

drinks 
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The verb advise can also be used with the pattern Verb+ Object+ 'wh'-word: 

► The Ministry of Foreign Affairs can advise tou_rists what they should do if they 

lose their passport while travelling. 

The second meaning of advise is "to inform", "to tell someone about something". In this 

sense, advise can be used with two patterns: 

• Verb+ Object+ that-clause 

• Verb+ Object+ of (something) 

► Meteorologists have already advised ~h~_.P.\.!_~_l_i_~_ that temperatures were likely to 
reach record highs in the summer. 

► Meteorologists have already advised ~h~_.P.\.!_~_l_i_~_ of the likelihood of record high 
temperatures in the summer. 

lrecommen~ 

First, we look at this verb when it means "to say that somebody or something is good". 

Verb+ Noun (or Noun phrase): 

► Websites that recommend hotels and restaurants have become hugely popular. 

Verb+ Object+ to (somebody) I for (something): 

► I firmly believe that literature plays an important part in our emotional and 

cognitive development, and I therefore thoroughly recommend stories and_ folk. 

tales to children and adults alike. 

(both ... recommend children and adults ... / ... recommend to children and 

adults ... are WRONG) 

► Many travel agencies hugely recommend travel_insurance for any trip. 

The second meaning of recommend is related to the first. However, it is more similar to 

"advise somebody to do something". In this sense, the person who recommends usually 

has special authority or special knowledge of the subject. 

Verb+ that-clause: 

► Most doctors recommend that people eat meat two or three times a week. 

Note that the verb (eat) in the that-clause is in the infinitive form. This is called 'the 

subjunctive mood' and is used in formal writing. In the subjunctive, the infinitive form is 

used for all six persons, so we would have 'The doctor recommended that my friend eat 

meat two or three times a week.' 
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Instead of that+ Subject+ Subjunctive, we often use that+ Subject+ should+ Infinitive: 

► Most doctors recommend that people should eat meat two or three times a 

week. 

► In some countries, doctors recommend that the father be present at his child's 

birth. 
,0, 

In some countries, doctors recommend that the father should be present at his 

child's birth. 

( ... recommend the father to be present ... is WRONG) 

Verb+ -ing: 

► In order to avoid contamination by pesticides, experts recommend soaking all 

fruit and vegetables in cold tap water for a few minutes. 
,0, 

► In order to avoid contamination by pesticides, experts recommend that all fruit 

and vegetables should be soaked in cold tap water for a few minutes. 

Important point to remember: 

Never use the following forms; they are WRONG: 

recommend to do something 

recommend someone to do something 

recommend someone something 

~ugges~ 

The verb suggest has several different, though related meanings, and can be used with a 

number of patterns. 

First, we look at the verb suggest when it means "to indicate". It is frequently used in this 

sense in academic writing. 

If you say that X suggests Y, you mean that Y is likely to be true, or that X shows Yin an 

indirect way. 

Verb+ Noun (or Noun phrase): 

► Recent studies conducted in Western Europe seem to suggest a gradual 

decline in labour supply. 
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Verb+ that-clause: 

► The results of a recent survey suggest that a large proportion of nurses 

are at risk of burnout. 

The second meaning of suggest is "to propose", "to put forward an idea for someone to 

consider". 

Verb+ that-clause: 

Verb+ -ing: 

► Environmentalists have suggested that the government should spend a 

much higher percentage of the transport budget on walking and cycling 

paths. 

( ... have suggested the government to spend ... is WRONG) 

► Health experts suggest that we walk 10,000 steps a day in order to keep 

fit . 

( ... suggest us to walk ... is WRONG) 

► Environmentalists have suggested spending a much higher percentage of 

the transport budget on walking and cycling paths. 

► Health experts suggest wa lking 10,000 steps a day in order to keep fit. 

Verb+ 'wh'-word: 

► Some websites suggest how we could overcome our addiction to social 

media. 

► A good teacher not only points out a student's mistakes, but also suggests 

what to do about them. 

Important point to remember: 

Never use the following forms; they are WRONG: 

suggest to do something 

suggest someone to do something 

suggest someone something 

See Workbook Exercises page 33. ~I 

149 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

( Articles: a I an I the 

The IELTS examiner will be checking your use of articles and paying attention to the density 

of your errors. Articles are things you can pay close attention to when you proofread your 

essay. 

Note: The aim of this chapter is to provide an overview of the main uses of articles in 

relation to IELTS Writing Task 2. It does not contain all uses of articles. If you feel you 

would like more insight into articles or you realise that this is an area you are not yet 

sufficiently confident in, please refer to a detailed English grammar book. 

This chapter will focus on the following: 

1. Indefinite Article a I an 

2. Definite Article The 

3. No Article 
+ 

4. Concepts of Specific & General 

5. Invariable Idiomatic Expressions Fixed use of articles 

6. Articles Review 

1. Indefinite Article: a I an 

Uncountable nouns do not use a or an. This is a simple rule to learn from the start. 

We use the indefinite article when referring to a singular noun which is not specified. We 

also use the indefinite article when referring to something for the first time. 

Single object or single person 

► Owning a car can make some people's life easier. 

► Having a child is a responsibility. 

► Having a poor diet is a common problem for many people. 

► Many people enjoy a cup of tea in their leisure time. 

Note: In spoken English, it is common to say "a tea". However, this is an informal 

contraction of "a cup of tea". The word tea is uncountable. Such contractions should not 

be used in formal writing. 
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Objects or people that are not specific 

► It is normal to go to a doctor when you are feeling unwell. 

► People should learn about a country before travelling there. 

► Learning a language becomes more difficult as a person gets older. 

► A person who lives on the edge is a person who likes adventure. 

► Being able to take a holiday abroad is considered by some to be a luxury. 

Professions 

► He is a teacher. She is a doctor. 

Article: an 

The article an is used as an indefinite article before nouns (or adjectives modifying a noun) 

that begin with a vowel sound: /o2/, /e/, /r/, /a/, Jo/, /u/. 

► It is said that an apple a day will keep the doctor away. 

► Most people in England carry an umbrella due to the weather being unpredictable. 

► Starting a new job is an opportunity to learn new things and meet new people. 

► Some people believe that libraries will one day become an outdated source of 

information. 

Note that when the noun or the adjective begins with the letter u pronounced as /ju:/, we 

use a, not an: 

• a university, a unique opportunity, a union of creativity and expertise 

Similarly, we use a, not an, when the noun or adjective begins with a silent h: 

• an hour (but a hotel), an honest answer (but a holy city) 

2. Definite Article: the 

There are a number of cases when we use the definite article. 

Specific Person or Object 

When the person or object is specific or defined (this can also be in the plural), we use the. 

If we write: 

► An applicant with lots of experience will probably get a job. 

This refers to any applicant, not a specific one. It also refers to any job, not a particular 

job. 
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► The applicant with the most experience will probably get the job. 

This refers to a specific applicant (the one with the experience) and a specific job. 

► When applying for a job, the person with the broadest range of skills will most likely 

succeed. 

This refers to any job (not specific) and a specific person (the one with the skills). 

► The sports preferred by most people are usually team sports. 

Sport is a countable noun and is used in the plural with the article the to refer to 

specific sports. 

► The students who suffer most from education cuts are always those from modest 

social backgrounds. 

Student is a countable noun and is used in the plural with the article the to refer to a 

defined group of students. 

When the person or object has already been mentioned 

► In my opinion, it would be useful for parents, students and teachers to hold a joint 

meeting every term. The aim of the meeting would be to improve communication 

and bridge the gap between home and school. 

In the sentence above, the word meeting is first used as a singular, non-specific noun. It 

is the first time we are hearing about the meeting. However, in the second sentence, 

we already know which meeting we are talking about. For this reason, we change the 

article to refer to the meeting because we know which one it is. 

► Children should be encouraged to take up a hobby. The hobby they choose should 

be something that they have a particular skill or interest in. 

In the first sentence, hobby refers to any hobby. It is non-specific. However, in the 

second sentence, we refer to the hobby because we are specifying it is the one that is 

chosen by the children and the one already mentioned in the first sentence. 

Names of mountain ranges, rivers, seas, oceans, islands, buildings, hotels and museums 

• The Mekong River, the Nile, the Ganges 

• The Indian Ocean, the Red Sea 

• The Andes, the Himalayas 

• The Canary Islands, the Galapagos Islands 

• The Tower of London, the Taj Mahal, the Great Pyramid, the Colosseum 

• The Burj al-Arab, the Ritz 
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• The British Museum, the Louvre, the Prado 

Note: Some hotels named after a person do not use the. For example, 'Raffles' in 

Singapore. This hotel was named after Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles. Also note that names 

of lakes and waterfalls do not usually use the. 

Groups of people 

► The English, the Germans, the Chinese 

► The wealthy, the rich, the poor 

► The homeless, the disabled, the sick, the hungry 

► The unemployed, the uneducated, the displaced 

► The elderly, the young 

Musical Instruments and works of art 

► The piano, the violin, the flute 

► The Scream, the Mona Lisa 

Social institutions, groups, systems and services 

► The government, the department of education 

► The church 

► The police, the army 

► The media, the papers 

Species groups 

This does not refer to one specific animal, fish or insect, but to the whole species group. 

Note the noun is singular. 

► The giant panda is considered a national treasure in China and is a symbol of the 

WWF. 

► The blue whale is an endangered species which needs more protection. 

► The basking shark is the second-largest fish in the world. 

► People should plant more flowers to support the honey bee. 

Note: It is also possible to write these sentences differently by referring to the animals in 

the plural general sense which requires no article at all and would also require a third 

person plural verb. Although the grammar changes, the meaning is the same. For example, 

"Giant pandas are considered a national treasure in China." This example is listed in the 

following section about no articles. 
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Something unique 

This is when there is only one of it in the world. 

► People enjoy looking at the moon in the night sky. 

► The Earth rotates around the Sun. 

► The world is a complex place. 

Competitions 

• The Olympics, The World Cup 

Note that some competitions do not use the such as Wimbledon. Note that many prizes 

use the such as the Nobel Prize and the Palme d'Or. 

Organisations and newspapers 

• The World Wildlife Fund 

• (the WWF), the Red Cross, the World Health Organization (the WHO) 

• The BBC 

• The Times, The Telegraph, The Wall Street Journal 

Note: Some organisations are written without an article, such as Amnesty International, 

Oxfam and Doctors Without Borders. Some newspapers do not use the, such as Metro. 

Most magazines do not use the, but there are exceptions (the Economist). 

Countries, groups of countries, and directions 

Some countries use the if they are made up of a group of smaller states and use words 

such as state, united, kingdom or republic in their name. Countries which are plurals or are 

made up of a group of islands also use the. 

• The UK, the United States, the EU, the People's Republic of China 

• The Philippines, the Bahamas, the Seychelles 

• The north (of China), the south-east (of India) 

Note: While the UK requires the article the, Britain does not. Most country names require 

no article unless they are irregular as stated above. Some directions are written without an 

article, such as northern China, southern France, West Africa, South America. 

Ordinal numbers and decades 

• The first 

• The second 

• The eighties (the '80s / the 1980s) 
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Times of the day or weekend 

► In the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening 

► At the weekend 

Note: The exceptions are at night, at dawn, at dusk, at midday, at midnight without any 

article. 

Definite noun phrases 

Here are some example sentences using two extremely frequent patterns. 

the+ Noun+ of 

► The idea of one global language sounds ideal but, in reality, it is problematic. 

► The content of many newspapers is often focused on bad news. 

► We should always respect the culture of another country. 

the+ Noun+ to+ Verb 

► The motivation to succeed is as important as the skills a person possesses. 

► The will to win is what motivates many sportspeople. 

► Most students are driven by the desire to surpass themselves. 

Superlatives & Comparatives 

► Improving public transport is the best way to tackle air pollution in city centres. 

► Studying a foreign language in a classroom is not the same as learning it in the 

country of origin. 

For more information on Comparatives and Superlatives, go to page 190. 

3. No Article 

We often use no article at all if we refer to things in a general way rather than being 

specific. Below you will find rules for referring to things in general as well as other 

occasions when no article is required. 

Referring to things in general 

When we talk about something in general, we refer not to one specific person or object, 

but to the general group. This is very common in IELTS Writing Task 2 as most essays are 

relating to people or situations in general. However, you need to pay attention to whether 

the noun is countable or uncountable. 
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Referring to things in general using countable nouns 

When referring to things in general using countable nouns, we need to use a plural noun 

and no article. Note that because we are using a plural noun, the verb must match. 

► Cars are a more popular form of transport than buses. 

► Holidays are something that all workers should be entitled to. 

► There will probably be shortages in world resources in the future. 

► Without computers, the modern world would cease to function. 

► Giant pandas are considered a national treasure in China. 

Referring to things in general using uncountable nouns 

When referring to things in general using uncountable nouns, no article is required. Note 

that uncountable nouns are considered singular and therefore the verb must match. It is 

essential in IELTS Writing Task 2 that you learn all the common uncountable nouns. 

► Traffic is a serious problem during rush hour in most major cities. 

► Culture is one of the most interesting things to notice if you travel to London. 

► Space technology can be applied to many areas of everyday life. 

► Children should not be allowed to eat so much junk food. 

► Some people are obsessed with money. 

By contrast, the same nouns can be used in a different way which changes the use of the 

article. All the sentences below use the same nouns as the sentences above but use the 

definite article (the) to refer to something specific rather than general. 

► A lot of the traffic in urban areas is unnecessary and could be avoided if people 

walked to work or used public transport. 

Note that the sentence above is referring to specific traffic in urban areas rather than all 

traffic in urban areas. 

► Not many people understand the technology used for delivering e-learning. 

Note that the sentence above refers to specific technology for delivering e-learning, not 

technology in general. 

► Parents and children need to tackle the junk food that causes obesity. 

► Some of the money we earn should be put aside for the future. 

► Employers need to help new staff understand the culture of the organisation they 

work for. 

Note that the word culture, like many other nouns, can be both countable and 

uncountable. This means use of the article will vary depending on how you use the word. 
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For example, "There are many different cultures existing peacefully side by side in 

London." You should learn which words can be both countable and uncountable. 

Proper nouns 

Proper nouns do not use articles. This includes: names of people, countries, cities, single 

lakes and single mountains. 

► J.K. Rowling is the author of Harry Potter. 

► China has the biggest population in the world. 

► London is considered an international city. 

► Hoan Kiem Lake is in the centre of Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. 

► Mount Fuji is often depicted in Japanese works of art. 

► Facebook is a global social media giant. 

Languages, professions, school subjects, names of universities, colleges and sports 

► English is an international language. 

► Nursing, as a career, is more popular with women than men. 

► Some people think boys are drawn towards science, while girls often prefer 

literature. 

► Universities such as Cambridge, Yale, Harvard, Oxford, Boston College 

► Schools should branch away from tradit iona l sports, such as tennis or football, and 

offer alternative forms of exercise, for instance tai chi or~-

Note: There are exceptions, for example, "The University of London" 

Special days, holidays, days of the week and meals 

► Christmas, Halloween, Independence Day, Spring Festival 

► Monday, Friday 

► Breakfast 

Note that some holidays such as 'the Fourth of July' and 'the Cannes Film Festival' use the. 

Places and locations 

No article is used with names of places when we are referring to their general function 

rather than to the building itself. 

► All children between the ages of 5 and 16 should go to school. 

► Many people prefer to work from home. 

► Not all people can afford to go to university. 

► If people are seriously unwell or injured, they should go to hospital. 

► Criminals belong in prison. 
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Note: The use of the article will depend on how the noun is used. If the word hospital is 

used to refer to the building, we will use the article the. 

► If people are seriously unwell or injured, they should go to hospital. The hospital is 

located in the town centre. 

In the first sentence, the word hospital is referring to the function provided and for this we 

use no article. In the second sentence, the word hospital is used to refer to one specific 

hospital and the location is given. For this, we must use a definite article: the. 

Modes of transport 

► Many people prefer to travel by car rather than by bus. 

► Travelling by train is not always possible in some parts of the country. 

► Transporting goods by sea is sometimes quicker than by land. 

Companies and Acronyms 

Most company names will not use an article. 

► Facebook, Apple, Starbucks, Microsoft, Google 

► British Airways 

► NATO, UNESCO (these are pronounced as a word rather than letter by letter) 

Note: There are rare exceptions to the rule for companies, such as The Body Shop. 

Acronyms where each letter is pronounced individually requires the, such as the UN and 

the FBI. 

Abstract concepts 

► Some people turn to religion in times of need. 

► There have been many changes in society over the past few decades. 

► Happiness is considered the most important thing in life. 

► War broke out between two countries. 

► Crime continues to be a problem. 

Remember: Many abstract nouns, such as society or war, can in fact be used with a/an, the 

or no article depending on the meaning you want to convey. For example: 

► It is sometimes said that society influences art. 

= abstract concept, not specific (no article) 

► It is possible to imagine a society where human development is more important 

than competition. 

= single noun, not specific 
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► We are all responsible for the society that we live in. 

= single noun (specific society) 

► The war claimed over 70 million lives. 

= single noun, relating to a specific war 

► The two countries are now at war. 

= invariable idiomatic expression 

► War can put an immense stain on a country's economy. 

= abstract concept, not specific (no article) 

► If there is a war between two world powers, the whole global economy will be 

affected. 

= single noun, not specific 

4. Concepts of Specific and General 

Below are two sentences, which one is correct? 

1. People fleeing war-torn countries should be guaranteed sanctuary. 

2. The people fleeing war-torn countries should be guaranteed sanctuary. 

To find the answer and learn more about referring specifically or generally to things, please 

go to the extra pages at the end of this volume. 

5. Invariable Idiomatic Expressions and Phrases 

On the whole, 'colourful' idioms (such as 'a piece of cake', 'spill the beans', 'pull someone's 

leg', etc.) are not suitable for IELTS Writing Task 2 because they are too informal. However, 

there are many invariable idiomatic expressions and phrases which can be used in Writing 

Task 2. They are called "invariable" because they cannot be altered: you cannot usually 

add or omit any word. Below is a small selection of such idiomatic expressions and 

phrases. You need to learn which ones use which articles, and which ones use no article. 

Fixed use of the 

• the key to success / the key to 
solving 

• the same as 

• behind the times 

I Fixed use of a or an 

• to play a role 

• at a loss 

• to keep an eye on 

• to turn a blind eye (to something) 
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• to work around the clock • a means to an end 

• to think outside the box • a question of time 

• up in the air 

• on the whole 

• in the long run 

• on the other hand 

• to sit on the fence 

• to get to the point 

Fixed use of no article 

• tobeatwar • to shed light on 

• to be at peace • to make matter worse 

• to cut corners • to see eye to eye (with somebody or 

• word of mouth on something) 

• all day • to keep in touch 

• in other words • to keep up appearances 

• to take part (in something) • to take something at face value 

• to make sense 

6. Articles Review 

See the breakdown of the following six sentences for a review of articles. 

Sentence 1: If sea levels rise, low lying countries such as the Maldives will be at risk. 

sea levels 

Countries 

Maldives 

Risk 

referring to sea levels in general 

- use plural noun 

no article needed 

referring to countries in general, no article needed 

not one particular country - use 

plural noun 

a country comprised of a group ~ tide the needed 

of islands 

invariable idiomatic expression no article needed 
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Sentence 2: If pollution increases, it will worsen the effects of global warming, causing 

serious consequences. 

Pollution 

Effects 

global warming 

Consequences 

uncountable noun, non-specific no article needed 

referring to specific effects - plural article the 

noun needed 

L countable noun 

referring to consequences in 

~ no article 

no article 

general, not a specific I 
consequence - plural noun 

Sentence 3: The causes of criminal behaviour can be traced back to childhood. 

Causes 

,-

Behaviour 

Childhood 

countable plural noun which is 

specific 

uncountable noun, abstract 

concept 

uncountable noun, abstract 

J concept 

l article the 

needed 

no article needed 

no article 

-

Sentence 4: The protection of endangered species around the world should be a top 

priority. 

Protection 

Species 

World 

Priority 

countable singular noun which is l article the 

specific needed 

referring to species in general, not no article needed 

specific - plural noun 

I unique noun 

countable singular noun which is 

not specific 

article the 

needed 

article a needed 
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Note: Although we often talk about the concept of "other worlds", when we refer to "the 

world" we are referring to our unique world, of which we have only one. This also applies 

to the concept of moons. For example, Jupiter has eight moons, which means the word 

moon becomes countable in reference to Jupiter. However, when we refer to "the moon", 

we are referring to our unique moon, of which we have only one. Again these are good 

examples of how flexible words can be depending on what we use them to refer to. 

Sentence 5: The key to overcoming poverty is for the rich to give more money to the poor 

and the needy. 

key to 

Poverty 

Rich 

Money 

poor/ needy 

invariable idiomatic expression 

uncountable noun, abstract 

concept 

J groups of people 

uncountable noun, non-specific 

groups of people 

article the 

needed 

no article needed 

~ ticlethe 

J needed 

no article needed 

l article the 

needed 

Sentence 6: Both individuals and the government must share the responsibility to reduce 

the use of plastic. 

Individuals I referring to individuals in general, no article needed 

not to a specific individual - plural 

noun 
- -

Government social institution article the 

needed 
~ -

Responsibility I countable singular noun which is article the 

I specific needed 

use of definite noun phrase, the+ Noun+ article the 

of needed 
>--- 7 no article needed Plastic I uncountable noun, non-specific 

See Workbook Exercises page 38. I 
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Pronouns & Referencing 

Pronouns 

Personal (Subject/Object), Possessive, Reflexive, Demonstrative 

Below I have ticked and highlighted in bold the pronouns commonly used in IELTS Writing 

Task 2 essays. This does not mean it is wrong to use the others, but rather that they are 

not commonly needed. 

✓ ✓ 1 71_ 
-------< 

1. Personal you (sg./pl.) he She it we they 

pronouns 

(subject) 
-----, 

2. Personal me you (sg./pl.) him Her it us them 

pronouns 

(object) 

3. Possessive my your (sg./pl. ) his Her its our their 

determiners 

4. Possessive mine yours his Hers its ours theirs 

pronouns (sg./pl.) 

5. Reflexive myself yourself (p/.) himself herself itself ourselves themselves 

pronouns yourselves l I (pl.) 

I I my 

It is a myth circulating among people preparing for their IELTS Writing Task 2 that they are 

not allowed to use/ or my. This is completely untrue. For any essay that requires your 

opinion, you must use/ or my to present your view: 

✓ I think 

✓ I believe 

✓ I agree 
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✓ I disagree 

✓ In my opinion 

✓ From my point of view 

Phrases such as This essay will ... or This essay agrees ... , however, do not show your own 

personal opinion. Failure to give your opinion when asked for it, will result in a lower score. 

you I your I we I our 

There is no fixed rule about using you or your in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

1. If you change your job frequently, you will be able to learn new, more diverse skills. 

2. Although climate change should be tackled at an international, governmental level, 

we all have a responsibility to change our lifestyles and make better choices. 

3. If we want our children to grow up with a good chance in life, we must ensure they 

get a good education. 

4. We only have one planet and we must protect it. 

As you can see from these four sentences, both you and we can be used to refer to people 

in general. However, in my essays I prefer using people and the third person plural to refer 

to people in general. I find it gives a more formal and more appropriate tone to the 

writing. Below you can see how I have rewritten the sentences. 

1. If people change their jobs frequently, they will be able to learn new, more diverse 

skills. 

2. Although climate change should be tackled at an international, governmental level, 

individuals have a responsibility to change their lifestyles and make better choices. 

3. If people want their children to grow up with a good chance in life, it is important to 

ensure they get a good education. 

4. We only have one planet and it is something that must be protected. 

(This is probably one of the few times, I would use we or our- in relation to our 

own planet.) 

Using one I one's I oneself 

To refer to people in general, one is sometimes used in formal written English. One is third 

person singular; there is also a possessive determiner one's and a reflexive pronoun 

oneself. 

► Before applying for a job, one needs to make sure one has the necessary skills or 

degrees. 
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► As one gets older, one's possessions often become a burden. 

► A basic rule is that one should always prepare oneself very carefully before going to 

a job interview. 

When referring to people in general in your essay, avoid switching from you to people or 

from one to we, for example. You need to aim for consistency. Using one (one's I oneself) is 

a great way to show flexibility in your essay. 

Avoiding he I she; his I her 

People often use 'he/she' or 'his/her' in their essay when they write about people in the 

singular. For example: 

1. If a doctor or a nurse works many antisocial hours, he/she should be entitled to 

extra pay as compensation for the effect on his/her health. 

2. If a doctor or a nurse works many antisocial hours, he or she should be entitled to 

extra pay as compensation for the effect on his or her health. 

Sentence 1, above, would be considered incorrect grammar in an IELTS essay. Sentence 2 is 

possible, but not recommended. It would be better to use the plural instead: 

3. If doctors or nurses work many antisocia l hours, they should be entitled to extra pay 

as compensation for the effect on their health. 

This is something that you can pay attention to when you proofread your essay because it 

is an easy mistake to change. But always remember to change the verb form as well as to 

remove the third person singular "-s" as highlighted in red above. 

Using it 

It is very common to use it in any IELTS essay. 

► All children benefit from engaging in art because i! provides a medium through 

which they can express their feelings. 

► !! is certainly not easy for local businesses to compete with large international 

companies. 

► Too many regulations make i! impossible for small businesses to cope with the 

bureaucracy. 

► !! looks as though governments are ill prepared to tackle the issue of global warming. 

For more examples of it+ Passive, go to page 127. 
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Referencing 

Referencing: Coherence and Cohesion 

Referencing has a direct impact on how easy your IELTS essay is to understand and how 

connected it is. Referencing is an aspect of English language that is assessed in IELTS and is 

mentioned in the band score descriptors published by IELTS under the marking criterion of 

Coherence and Cohesion, which is 25% of your marks. 

Using it 

Referencing should not be used in a Topic Sentence (the first sentence of any paragraph). 

When you write a topic sentence, the content of the paragraph will be new to the reader 

and should be explained fully in this first sentence. Referencing can then be used in the 

sentences that follow. 

Look at the topic sentence below (the first sentence of a body paragraph). 

► Firstly, i! is a very serious problem, which is why parents should control how many 

hours their children have unsupervised access to a computer. 

As you can see, referencing with it at the start of the paragraph does not allow the reader 

to know what the subject is. What is "it"? In this case, the word it refers to "children 

becoming addicted to online gaming", but this is only understood if the reader goes back 

and reads the essay question or the introduction again for this particular essay. Any time 

the IELTS examiner is forced to stop reading your essay because it is confusing, it will have 

a negative impact on your score. 

Each paragraph is a new beginning and the reader will approach it with fresh eyes and 

without presumptions. So, you need to write your topic sentences in full: 

► Firstly, children becoming addicted to online gaming is a very serious problem, 

which is why parents should control how many hours their children have 

unsupervised access to a computer. 

Now the reader knows exactly what this paragraph is relating to. Supporting sentences, 

which follow the topic sentence, can then use referencing. 

► Firstly, children becoming addicted to online gaming is a serious problem, which is 

why parents should control how many hours their children have unsupervised 

access to a computer. If that solution does not work and the problem persists, 

parents ought to consider a complete ban on any leisure time spent online during 

the weekdays and have stricter control at weekends. 
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When you reference, it must be clear what you are referencing. The first sentence shows 

the information and the second sentence refers back directly to it. It is easy for the reader 

to know what that solution and what the problem refer to. I have colour coded the 

meaning for you. 

Let's add one more sentence to this paragraph: 

► Firstly, children becoming addicted to online gaming is a serious problem, which is why 

parents should control how many hours their children have unsupervised access to a 

computer. If that solution does not work and the problem persists, parents ought to 

consider a complete ban on any leisure time spent online during the weekdays and 

have stricter control at weekends. It is an effective way to ensure children are given 

essential boundaries that protect them from the harmful effects of online gaming and 

ensure that weekdays are used to focus on schoolwork. 

Having now added one last sentence, we can see that the word it refers to the last solution 

mentioned in the previous sentence. It is clear and easy to understand. If you wish to refer 

back to both solutions, you would need to write "Both measures offer a way to provide 

essential boundaries and hopefully limit the harmful effects of online gaming." 

You should also note that the above paragraph is 93 words in length. Although each 

sentence is about online gaming, the words online gaming are only used twice. 

Referencing: Avoiding Repetition and Poor Word Choice 

Referencing can also be useful if you struggle with synonyms. Choosing the wrong 

synonym will lower your score for vocabulary, which is 25% of your marks. See the 

paragraph below: 

An inactive lifestyle can lead to serious weight problems in children as exercise is 

one of the best ways to burn off excess weight. As a result, kids can develop even 

greater health problems, such as diabetes or cardiovascular diseases. Another point 

to consider is that young ones often prefer heavily processed foods and junk foods 

which are high in fats and sugars, adding more fuel to the fire. 

The paragraph above shows that the writer wanted to paraphrase the word children to 

avoid repetition. As a result, they have used inappropriate language. The word kids is 

informal and the term young ones is not appropriate. For this reason, if you struggle with 

finding a suitable synonym, it is best to use referencing instead. 

An inactive lifestyle can lead to serious weight problems in children as exercise is 

one of the best ways to burn off excess weight. As a result, they can develop even 

greater health problems, such as diabetes or cardiovascular diseases. Another point 
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to consider is that children often prefer heavily processed foods and junk food 

which are high in fats and sugars, adding more fuel to the fire. 

As you see, referencing is used in the second sentence, but in the third sentence we go 

back to using children. It is fine to repeat this word. By referencing in the second sentence, 

we have avoided mechanical repetition of the word children. 

Referencing Too Much 

However, referencing should not be used too often in one paragraph for the same subject 

or object. If this happens, the reader may again be required to go back to the topic 

sentence to remember what is being referenced. See below: 

An inactive lifestyle can lead to serious weight problems in children as exercise is 

one of the best ways to burn off excess weight. As a result, they can develop even 

greater health problems, such as diabetes or cardiovascular diseases. Another point 

to consider is that they often prefer heavily processed foods and junk food which 

are high in fats and sugars, adding more fuel to the fire. To avoid these problems, 

they should be encouraged to eat more fruit and vegetables as well as participate in 

more sport. 

It is better to reference back only one or two sentences at most to avoid strain on the 

reader. Also consider changing the subject if you feel you have too much repetition in your 

paragraph. 

An inactive lifestyle can lead to serious weight problems in children as exercise is 

one of the best ways to burn off excess weight. As a result, they can develop even 

greater health problems, such as diabetes or cardiovascular diseases. Another point 

to consider is that children often prefer heavily processed foods and junk food 

which are high in fats and sugars, adding more fuel to the fire. To avoid these 

problems, parents should provide more fruit and vegetables in their children's daily 

lives and encourage them to participate in sport together. 

Using this I that, these I those 

The word this (plural: these) is frequently used in academic writing to refer back to a single 

word or to a whole string of words expressing an idea: 

► There are two effective solutions to the problem of repeat offenders. One way to 

tackle this is to ensure that all criminals entering prison are given the chance to 

retrain with useful skills which will hopefully ensure them a job after they have 
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This 

served their sentence. By doing this, it will help them reintegrate back into society 

and give them some means of supporting themselves financially. Another method 

of dealing with criminals who reoffend is to have more supervision and checks in 

place when they are back in society. This solution would hopefully prevent them 

from taking any chances and deter them from reoffending because they are being 

so closely watched. 

In conclusion, having training in prison and also close observation when first-time 

offenders are released are effective in dealing with the issue. If governments 

implemented these solutions, crime figures would soon drop. 

l e problem of repeat offenders 

By doing this (ensuring) that all criminals entering prison are 

given the chance to retrain etc. 

This solution refers back to 

these solutions 

~ aving) more supervision and checks in place 

[ when they are back in society 

having training in prison + (having) close 

observation when first time offenders are 

released 

This I these are used to refer to something perceived by the writer as close in time or 

place. By contrast, that I those are used to refer to something perceived as distant, or to 

create distance. 

► The colonisation of the Americas by the Spaniards lasted over 300 years. Those 

were centuries of darkness, suffering and death for the indigenous populations. 

► Education authorities should reduce their utilitarian bias and instead promote 

solidarity, cooperativeness and tolerance. These are fundamental values that need 

to be instilled in children as early as possible . 

See Workbook Exercises page 42. I 
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[ Quantifiers 

Quantifiers are small words or phrases such as some, much, many, a lot of, few, a few, 
both, each, etc. that are used to refer to a number of things or to a quantity of something. 

It is common to use quantifiers in IELTS Writing Task 2. As you will see, there is a variety of 

different quantifiers that can be used. For this reason, you should avoid using the same 

ones again and again to show the examiner your range. 

In order to be able to use quantifiers correctly, you need to be familiar with the difference 

between countable and uncountable nouns. 

For a detailed description, see the chapter on Countable & Uncountable Nouns, page 183. 

These two abbreviations will be used throughout this chapter: 

[U] = Uncountable nouns 

[C] = Countable nouns. 

Two features of [U] nouns are that they cannot be used with a/an and that they have no 

plural form. 

Besides, as the table below shows, some quantifiers are used only with [C] nouns or only 
with [U] nouns, while some can be used with both [C] nouns and [U] nouns. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Quantifiers used with both some, any, more, most, all, no, enough, a lot, 
[C] nouns & [U] nouns plenty of 

Quantifiers used with [C] many, not many, few, a few, several, a number of, 

nouns only both, either, neither, all vs none 

each, every 

Quantifiers used with [U] much, more much, little, a little 

nouns only 

Using compound • a lot of, plenty of 

quantifiers instead of • a large number of, a great number of, a good 

much I many 
number of 

• a great deal of, a good deal of, a large quantity 
of, a large amount of 
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1. Quantifiers+ [C] nouns and [U] nouns 

These quantifiers can be used with both [C] nouns and [U] nouns: 

some I any I more I most I all I no I enough I a lot of I plenty of 

► [C] In some situations, body language can be more effective than verbal 

communication. 

► [U] When applying for a job, some practical experience is often an asset. 

► [C] A few decades ago, animals did not have any rights. 

► [U] Meat eaters like to argue that animals do not suffer any pain when 

slaughtered. 

► [C] As a result of global warming, more animal species are becoming extinct. 

► [U] We should spend more money on healthcare for people rather than on 

animal welfare. 

► [C] Most people find it difficult to set themselves realistic goals. 

► [U] It is well known that most scientific research is funded by government grants. 

► [C] In my opinion, fill wild animals have the right to live in their natural habitat. 

► [U] In some countries, fill animal testing for cosmetics has already been banned. 

► [C] No children should be denied their right to quality education. 

► [U] In some countries, the school workload is so heavy that children have no free 

time for sport or hobbies. 

► [C] Very often, schools in rural areas do not have enough resources. 

► [C] Not enough hospitals are getting the funding they need. 

► [U] Hospitals in rural areas sometimes do not have enough medical equipment. 

D, 

► [U] Not enough medical equipment is getting through to the front line. 

► [C] A lot of prospective parents are not fully aware of the demands of child-

rearing. 
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► [U] As young children usually demand a lot of attention, it is better for parents to 

have a part-time job or to be able to work from home. 

► [C] Young people from rural areas wrongly believe that there are always plenty 

of jobs available in cities. 

► [U] In the past, people always seemed to have plenty of time to help their 

neighbours or just to talk to them. 

Note that the word enough implies a sufficient quantity. The opposite of this is lack. Go to 

page 257 for information about using the word lack. 

Also note that some, any, more, most and all are followed by of if you want to refer to a 

specific group or to members of a specific group: 

► [C] Some of the people you meet while travelling can become friends for life. 

► [U] People should try to put aside some of their income as savings. 

► [C] People sometimes make various good resolutions at the start of a new year, 

and then fail to keep any of them. 

► [U] Any of the advice given on line from an unknown source should be doubted. 

► [C] With better diet and health care, people are now keeping more of their 

natural teeth than in previous centuries. 

► [U] In my opinion, teenagers should try to spend more of their free time with 

their parents and spend less time chatting online. 

► [C] The media often claim that they are in the business of reporting the news, 

but I firmly believe that most of them actually try to influence people. 

► [U] It is often said that most of the information we receive when somebody is 

speaking comes through their body language. 

► [C] In smaller classes, it is easier for teachers to engage with all of their students. 

► [U] It is unreasonable to expect school to be interesting all of the time. 
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some I any 

As you know, the general rule is that we use some in positive sentences, and any in 

sentences with a negative meaning and in questions: 

► [C] Some video games seem to incite teenagers to commit criminal offences. 

► [U] Isolation and lack of community may be responsible for some criminal 

behaviour. 

► [C] Some governments lack compassion and refuse to let any refugees enter 

the country. 

► [U] In my opinion, it is dangerous to allow children to use smartphones and 

computers without any parental supervision . 

Note that the example sentences presented here are all either affirmative or negative in 

meaning. No examples of interrogative sentences are given because you do not need to 

write questions in your essay. Your essay should present statements and supporting points 

rather than raise questions. 

2. Quantifiers+ [C] nouns 

These quantifiers are used with [C] nouns. They are never used with [U] nouns and are 

always followed by a plural noun (except either I neither I each I every, which are followed 

by a singular noun - see below for more detail). 

many I not many I few I a few I several I both I either I neither 

► Many historic buildings are damaged by the tourists who visit them. 

All these quantifiers too can be followed by of+ a noun, a pronoun or a noun phrase to 

refer to members of a specific group: 

► Children generally enjoy school, but not many of them would enjoy going to 

school at weekends. 

few vs afew 

Many people confuse the meaning of few and a few. It is a common mistake to make in 

English grammar. They do not have the same meaning. 

173 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Note that/ew has a slightly negative meaning: 

► Unfortunately, few people genuinely care about the environment. 

This means 'not as many people as one would expect' or 'not as many people as I would 

like'. You could paraphrase it as: 

► Unfortunately, only a small number of people genuinely care about the 

environment. 

or: 

► Unfortunately, not many people genuinely care about the environment. 

By contrast, a few is more positive in meaning: 

► Fortunately, a few people genuinely care about the environment. 

You could paraphrase this sentence as: 

► Fortunately, some people genuinely care about the environment. 

or: 

► Fortunately, a number of people genuinely care about the environment. 

In your essay, if you wish to paraphrase some (+ plural noun), we recommend that you use 

a number of rather than a few. 

► Some people believe that it is good for children to be given more freedom. 

'°' 
A number of people think that children benefit from having more freedom. 

It is better to paraphrase some(+ plural noun) with a number of because a number of is a 

neutral expression, whereas a few means 'not many'. 

Note too that few can have a comparative and a superlative form: 

► In large cities, not many people know their neighbours, and fewer still would be 

willing to help them. 

► Areas where housing prices are relatively low have the fewest homeless people. 

Important: Remember that fewer is the comparative form of few and is used with plural 

nouns, while less is the comparative form of little and is used with uncountable nouns. 
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► Although there are fewer fatalities due to plane crashes than to road accidents, 

many people still consider flying unsafe. 

► The popularity of the internet means that people spend less money than before 

on music CDs. Besides, fewer people now listen to the radio. 

In informal spoken English, you may hear people say less fatalities, less people, etc., but 

you must not use such forms in your essay. 

several 

Several means 'more than a few, though not a lot'. This is a good alternative to use in your 

essay so that you do not repeat the words some or a few. 

► Several countries have already introduced a ban on single-use plastic bags. 

► World peace has already been threatened on several occasions this century. 

► Ecotourism differs from traditional tourism in several ways. 

► It will take several years before the full impact of social media addiction can be 

assessed. 

both I either I neither 

These three words can function as conjunctions and as quantifiers. 

Conjunctions: 

► Obviously, both Maths and Science are essential subjects. 

► People can either control their emotions or be controlled by them. 

► Fast food is neither cheap nor healthy. 

Below, however, we focus on the use of these words as quantifiers. 

You use both, either and neither to talk about two people or two things that you have just 

mentioned or that can be identified from the context. 

Both means 'one and the other (as a group)'; either means 'one or the other (individually)'; 

and neither means 'not one or the other'. 

► Young offenders could be sent to a rehabilitation centre or told to do 

community service. Both solutions are fairly easy to implement. 
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► Young offenders could be sent to a rehabilitation centre or told to do 

community service. However, either solution is likely to draw criticism from 

different sections of society. 

► Young offenders could be sent to a rehabilitation centre or told to do 

community service. However, neither solution is likely to satisfy all sections of 

society. 

Important: In the sentences above, note: 

• the plural noun and verb after both 

• the singular noun and verb after either and neither. 

both of I either of I neither of 

Both, either and neither can also be followed by of. 

► Both of the candidates interviewed were highly qualified. 

In this case, they cannot be followed directly by a noun: 

► Botl:i of candidates interviewed were highly qualified. 

This is a very common grammar mistake which you need to avoid. 

Both of, either of and neither of need to be followed by: 

the+ Noun or Noun Phrase 

ii these or those+ Noun or Noun Phrase 

iii a Possessive Determiner+ Noun or Noun Phrase 

They can also be followed by: 

iv a Personal Object Pronoun 

v a Possessive Pronoun 

Here are some example sentences to illustrate these five possible structures. 

i) followed by the+ Noun or Noun Phrase: 

► Both of the solutions proposed by the government have drawn a lot of criticism. 
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ii) followed by these or those+ Noun or Noun Phrase: 

► Such a critical issue needs to be dealt with soon, so either of those solutions has 

to be adopted. 

iii) followed by a Possessive Determiner+ Noun or Noun Phrase: 

► The government proposed two ways of dealing with the issue, but neither of their 

solutions was very popular. 

iv) followed by a Personal Object Pronoun : 

► The government put forward two different proposals to reduce social security 

benefits, but both of them were rejected. 

v) followed by a Possessive Pronoun: 

► Losing a parent can be traumatic for a child, so we should show even greater 

compassion to children who have lost both of theirs. 

For more information on Pronouns & Determiners, go to page 163. For more information 

on Noun Phrases, go to page 20. 

Important: 

In the sentences below, note 

• the plural verb after both 
• the singular verb after either and neither 

The verbs have been highlighted. 

~ 
a) Both of the solutions proposed by the government have drawn a lot of criticism . 

(both ⇒ plural verb) 
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~ 
b) Such a critical issue needs to be dealt with soon, so either of those solutions has to 

be adopted. 

(either ⇒singular verb) 

c) The government proposed two options, but neither of their solutions was very 

popular. 

(neither ⇒singular verb) 

As you can see above, the word solutions is plural in all sentences. However, while in 

Sentence (a) the verb is plural, in Sentences (b) and (c) the verb is singular. 

all I none 

As explained above, both and neither are used to talk about two people or things. If you 

want to talk about three or more people or things, use all and none(= not any): 

Notes: 

► Many solutions were proposed, but all of them drew a lot of criticism. 

► Three ways of dealing with the issue were proposed, but none of them was 

very popular. 

1. While none can only be used with [C] nouns, all can also be used with [U] nouns (all the 

time I all their money, etc.). 

2. It is not a 'mistake' to use a plural verb after neither and none. However, this is mainly 

done in spoken English. In your essay, it is recommended that you use a singular verb 

after neither and none as shown in the example sentences above. 

each I every 

These quantifiers are often interchangeable, but their meaning is slightly different. You use 

every to generalise, when you think about things or people as a group. You use each to 

separate, when you think about the things or people individually. 

► Every professional sportsperson practises every day. 

► Each child in a class has a slightly different way of learning. 

Only the word every can be used with words such as almost, nearly, practically, not, etc. 
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► Almost every country has serious pollution problems. 

► Not every student likes to be praised in front of their peers. 

Note that after each and every, the noun and the verb are always singular. 

3. Quantifiers+ [U] nouns 

These quantifiers are used with [U] nouns. They are never used with [C] nouns and are 

always followed by a singular noun and verb form. 

not much I much I little I a little 

not much I much 

► In most countries, it seems that not much effort is being put into creating a 

health service that would be free for all citizens. 

► Some jobs do not require much experience as on-the-job training is provided. 
,(], 

Not much experience is required for jobs that provide on-the-job training. 

Note that much in affirmative sentences is considered very formal and is becoming rare. It 

is alright to use it in your essay, but you can use a lot of instead. 

► A fairly large number of elderly people say they derived much benefit from 

serving in the army. 
,(], 

A fairly large number of elderly people say they derived a lot of benefit from 

serving in the army. 

The expressions so much and too much, however, can be used in affirmative sentences. 

► In some countries, schoolchildren have so much homework that they suffer 

from burnout and depression. 

► In my opinion, most governments spend too much money on defence and not 

enough on health and education. 

All these quantifiers can be followed by of+ a noun or a noun phrase to refer to members 

of a specific group: 

► It is generally accepted that much of human behaviour is influenced by culture. 
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► There is some evidence to support the claim of some critics that much of the 

money donated after natural disasters is either misused or stolen . 

Note that this section is about the word much as a quantifier. There is another use of the 

word much as an adverb used before comparative adjectives (much better I much more 

important, etc.). 

For this particular use of the word much, go to the chapter on Comparatives, page 190. 

little vs a little 

Many people make a mistake using little and a little. These expressions do not have the 

same meaning. 

Note that little has a slightly negative meaning: 

► Unfortunately, little effort is made to educate people about how democracy 

really works. 

This means 'not as much effort as one would expect' or 'not as much effort as I would like'. 

You could paraphrase it as: 

► Unfortunately, not much effort is made to educate people about how 

democracy really works. 

By contrast, a little is more positive in meaning: 

► Fortunately, most countries have made a little progress towards eradicating 

poverty. However, there is still a long way to go. 

You could paraphrase this sentence as: 

► Fortunately, most countries have made some progress towards eradicating 

poverty. However, there is still a long way to go. 

Note too that little can have a comparative and a superlative form: 

► There has been very little effort to promote green technologies, and even less to 

reduce air pollution levels. 

► The poorest people are also those who have the least power. 
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4. Using compound quantifiers instead of much/ many 

As you know, much is used with [U] nouns and many with [C] plural nouns. Much and many 

are used mainly in negative sentences and in questions. 

Much and many are unusual in positive sentences, except in expressions such as too much 

I too many, so much I so many, very much I very many, etc. 

In positive sentences, you can use other quantifiers as an alternative to much/many. These 

are sometimes called 'compound quantifiers' or 'phrasal quantifiers'. All compound 

quantifiers can also be used in negative sentences and in questions. 

Compound quantifiers + [U] nouns and plural [C] nouns 

These quantifiers can be used with both [U] nouns and plural [C] nouns: 

a lot of I plenty of 

The verb will be either singular or plural depending on the noun before it. Singular nouns 

(including uncountable nouns) require a singular verb. Plural nouns require a plural verb. 

► [C] Food additives and preservatives are not popular with a lot of consumers. 

► [C] A lot of people spend too much ti me looking at a screen. 

► [U] Parents spend a lot of time and energy bringing up their children. 

► [U] A lot of value is placed on success. 

► [C] Climate change is pushing plenty of species to extinction. 

► [U] Plenty of evidence shows that fossil fuels are partly to blame for global 

warming. 

► [U] There is plenty of evidence that fossil fuels are partly to blame for global 

warming. 

Both a lot of and plenty of may be used in IELTS Writing Task 2. However, do not overuse 

these quantifiers. It is recommended that you sometimes use other quantifiers in order to 

show flexibility. 

Note that loads of and lots of are not listed because they are considered too informal. 

Also note that plenty of cannot be used in a negative form unlike a lot of. For example: 

► Not a lot of people exercise enough these days. 
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Compound quantifiers + plural [C] nouns 

These quantifiers can only be used with plural [C] nouns: 

a large number of I a great number of I a good number of I a wide range of 

Note the plural noun and verb after a (large/great/good) number of and after a (wide) 

range. 

► Food additives and preservatives are not popular with a large number of 

consumers. 

► A large number of consumers are opposed to food additives and preservatives. 

► Climate change is pushing a great number of species to extinction. 

► A great number of species are being pushed to extinction by climate change. 

► A wide range of products can now be recycled. 

For the difference between a number of and the number of, go to the chapter on Common 

Errors, Section 3, page 250. 

Compound quantifiers + [U] nouns 

These quantifiers can only be used with [U] nouns: 

a great deal of I a good deal of I a large quantity of I a large amount of 

Note the singular noun and verb after these quantifiers. See the following chapter to learn 

about uncountable nouns. 

► Catastrophes receive a great deal of coverage in the media. 

► Even people who are not so well off seem to spend a good deal of money on 

luxuries. 

► A large quantity of plastic waste finds its way into the oceans every year. 

► A large amount of fake information circulates in the social media. 

See Workbook Exercises page 45. I 
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Countable & Uncountable Nouns 

Nouns are usually grouped into two categories, 'countable nouns' and 'uncountable 

nouns'. 

In this chapter, we use the following abbreviations: [C] stands for 'countable', while [U] 

stands for 'uncountable'. 

These are the abbreviations traditionally used in dictionaries for students of English. A 

good learner's dictionary should always tell you whether a noun is [C] or [U], or whether a 

noun has one meaning in its [C] form and another meaning in its [U] form. Whenever you 

are in doubt about a noun when practising essay writing, do look it up in your dictionary. 

Countable and Uncountable Nouns: Introduction 

[C] Nouns 

[C] nouns are used to refer to people, things or concepts that are seen as separate entities. 

~ artist, a lot of artists 

~ is teacher, our teachers 

a shop, several shops 7 a person, many people 

a proposal, two proposa~ j a city, many cities 

These nouns are called 'countable' because we can say one shop, two shops, three shops, 

etc. 

[C] nouns have both a singular and a plural form. They can be used with a/an, with 

numbers (one,five, etc.), quantifiers (many, a few, etc.) and demonstratives (this, those, 

etc.). 

► Most public libraries offer a wide range of services and often open their doors to 
various local community groups and charities. 

► Even people who like cats and dogs sometimes forget that a pet should be~ 

friend for life. 

► This decade will be remembered for many worrying political and social 

developments. 

For information about which quantifiers to use with [C] nouns, go to page 170. 
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[U] Nouns 

[U] nouns are used to refer to concepts, feelings, activities, materials and substances, etc. 

that are seen as a whole or as a mass. 

Education water advice fear 

work rice information sadness 

leisure bread time empathy 

fun milk money warmth 

These nouns are called 'uncountable' because we cannot say oRe work, tL110 ed·.iiGes, th-Fee 

iRjormetioRs, etc. 

[U] nouns have only one form. They are not used in the plural or with a/an or with 

numbers. 

► A large number of websites offer support, advice and guidance about education 

for children with special needs. 

► Fear, anger, j_Qy_ and excitement are probably the most common human 
emotions. 

► A lot of information about accommodation in the world's major tourist hotspots 
is available online. 

Being uncountable is not a property of the words themselves but is language specific. This 

means that nouns which are [U] in English may be [C] in other languages. For example: 

accommodation 

advice 

behaviour 

furniture 

homework 

information 

luggage 

permission 

progress 

research 

travel 

weather 

For information about which quantifiers to use with [U] nouns, go to page 170. 

Using Countable Noun Phrases for [U] Nouns 

If you want to talk about a specific number or amount of an [U] noun, you need to use an 

alternative phrase such as a piece of I pieces of; a bit of I bits of; an item of I items of etc. 

For example: 

an advice 

a piece of advice 

an interesting information 

an interesting item of 

information 

a good news 

a bit of good news 
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t'.vo ad•.,iices tl:iree iRforrnatioRs tvvo good Re'.¥5 

two pieces of advice three items of information two bits of good news 

a 13read a soat:J a water 

a loaf of bread a bar of soap a bottle of water 

Further examples: 

JC It can be very hard for young couples to find a s1:1ital31e accornrnodatioR. 

✓ It can be very hard for young couples to find suitable accommodation. 

✓ It can be very hard for young couples to find a suitable place to live. 

✓ It can be very hard for young couples to find a suitable flat or house. 

JC A lot of young people dream of going on a loRg travel around the world. 

✓ A lot of young people dream of going on a long journey around the world. 

✓ A lot of young people dream of going on a long trip around the world. 

Nouns Used to Refer to Substances 

Many nouns used to refer to substances ca n be used either as [C] or [U] nouns. 

The [C] form usually refers to a specific quantity or a particular kind of something, while 

the [U] form has a general meaning. For example: 

► [C] We stopped at a roadside cafe and ordered two teas and a sparkling water. 
In this sentence, tea and water are used as [C] nouns because they refer to specific 

quantities: two cups of tea, a bottle of sparkling water. 

► [C] Most teas are low in caffeine. 
In this sentence, tea is used as a [C] noun because the meaning is most types/kinds of tea . 

► [U] In many cultures, drinking tea is a social activity. 

In this sentence, tea is used as an [U] noun because the meaning is tea in general, i.e. not a 

specific quantity or a particular type of tea. 

► [C] Chilean and Californian wines are ranked among the best in the world. 

(= kinds of wine) 

► [U] In my opinion, teenagers should not be allowed to buy wine or beer. 

(= 'wine in general') 
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Specific and General Meanings 

Besides the nouns used to refer to substances discussed above, there are many other 

nouns which can be used either as [C] or [U] nouns. 

For example: 

business experience labour society 

communication food language support 

culture growth power time 

development industry practice value 

economy interest property work 

Usually, the [C] form has a more specific meaning, while the [U] form has a general 

meaning. 

However, the meaning of the [C] form can be quite different from that of the [U] form. 

For example: 

► [U] Many young people are seeking a career in business. 

In this sentence, the noun business denotes the activity of buying, selling or producing 

goods and services. In this sense, it is [U]. 

► [C] A lot of local businesses are going broke because of large corporations. 

In this sentence, the noun businesses denotes particular companies that buy or sell goods 

and services. In this sense, it is [C]. 

► [U] When applying for a job, experience is sometimes more valuable than 

qualifications. 

In this sentence, the noun experience denotes knowledge or skill in a particular activity 

which is gained after doing that activity for a long time. In this sense, it is [U]. 

► [C] People are sometimes afraid of pets because they had£ bad experience in 

the past. 

In this sentence, the noun experience denotes something specific that happens to you and 

that affects you. In this sense, it is [C]. 

► [U] Human language can communicate an infinite number of thoughts and 

concepts with a finite number of words. 

In this sentence, the noun language means communication in general, the use of words to 

communicate in writing or in speaking. In this sense, it is [U]. 
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► [C] Knowledge of at least one foreign language is now expected from most 

people who apply for a white-collar job. 

In this sentence, the noun language denotes a particular language. In this sense, it is [C]. 

► [U] Learning to play a musical instrument is hard work. 

In this sentence, the noun work denotes something we do that requires an effort. In this 

sense, it is [U]. 

► [C] Historic buildings often house valuable works of art that need to be 

protected from careless tourists. 

In this sentence, the noun works denotes particular pieces of art, specific artistic creations. 

In this sense, the noun work is [C]. 

Besides, some very common abstract [U] nouns can be used with the indefinite article a(n) 

like [C] nouns when you want to talk about a particular kind of something. 

Such nouns are typically used in the following patterns: 

a(n) +Adj.+ Noun a(n) +Noun+ of 

However, those nouns have no plural form. 

For example: 

education 

hatred 

help 

knowledge 

Life 

love 

a(n) +Adj.+ Noun+ of 

sleep 

understanding 

► A lot of people can speak several languages even though they have had little or 

no formal education. 
► All parents want a good education for their children. 

► Social media are sometimes used to stir up racial hatred. 

► In my experience, it is not true that elderly people have a deep hatred of 
anything new. 

► In my opinion, schools should spread knowledge of civil rights issues through 
discussion and social media. 

► Many jobs require a working knowledge of various computer programs. 

► Children need a lot of love and affection. 

► It is the teacher's duty to ensure that children develop a love of reading and 
learning. 

For use or non-use of the definite article with [U] nouns, go to the chapter on Articles, 

page 150. 
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[U] Nouns Ending in -s 

Some nouns end in -s but are [U] nouns and are therefore followed by a singular verb. 

These are mostly nouns used to refer to diseases, subjects of study, activities and games. 

For example: 

diabetes economics aerobics 

rabies electronics athletics 

linguistics gymnastics 

mathematics billiards 

physics cards 

► Economics has become a very popular field of study. 

► Diabetes is affecting an increasing number of young people who are heavily 

overweight. 

► It is often claimed that aerobics increases blood flow and body stamina. 

High-Frequency [U] Nouns in Academic English 
Here are 20 [U] nouns which are among the most frequently used nouns in Academic 

English: 

accommodation information management research 

advice knowledge money shopping 

behaviour leisure nature traffic 

equipment luck news violence 

homework luggage progress weather 

Remember that these nouns are never preceded by a/an and do not have a plural form 

(i.e. an ad•,ice / inforn=iations / a ne•.vs / l=lon=iev.iorks, etc. are all INCORRECT forms). 

Note that although the noun news ends in -s, it is [U], not plural: 

► Some people say that the news is always depressing. 

188 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Nouns That Only Have a Plural Form 

Some nouns in English only have a plural form and so are never used with a(n). They 

always take a plural verb. Typically, these are nouns that are used to refer to clothing/ 

things people wear, instruments, tools and other things that are thought of as consisting of 

more than one part. 

For example: 

glasses 

sunglasses 

clothes 

jeans 

trousers 

pyjamas 

binoculars 

headphones 

scissors 

belongings 

expenses 

goods 

savings 

outskirts 

premises 

surroundings 

congratulations 

thanks 

► Many old people have to spend most of their savings on healthcare. 

► In many countries, the poorest people live in slums on the outskirts of large 

cities. 

► In some workplaces, jeans are not allowed. 

With nouns used to refer to clothing, instruments and tools, it is usually possible to use a 

pair of (or one pair of) if you want to specify that you are referring to only one example. 

► If you are a music lover, it is worth investing in a good pair of headphones. 
-0, 

If you are a music lover, it is worth investing in some good headphones. 

If you want to refer to two or more examples, use two pairs of .. . I three pairs of .. . , etc. 

Note that the noun police is plural although it does not end in -s. It always takes a plural 

verb. 

► It is good to know that the police are there to protect us and prevent crime. 
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[ Comparatives & Superlatives 

Adjectives 

We use the comparative form of an adjective to compare two things or people: 

► Staying within one's comfort zone is easier than starting on a new path. 

► Change is more interesting than stability. 

We use the superlative form of an adjective to compare three or more things or people: 

► Nelson Mandela is sometimes regarded as the greatest statesman of the 20th 

century. 

► Cities like Barcelona and Bangkok are among the most popular tourist 

destinations in the world. 

Form 

The form depends on how long the adjective is (i.e. how many syllables it has) and on the 

spelling. 

Type Example Comparative form Superlative form 

One syllable old o lder (than) the oldest 

cheap cheaper (than) the cheapest 

One syllable ending large larger (than) the largest 

in -e nice nicer (than) the nicest 

One syllable ending hot hotter (than) the hottest 

in short vowel+ big bigger (than) the biggest 
consonant 

Two syllables happy happier (than) the happiest 

ending in -y noisy noisier (than) the noisiest 

Two or more famous more famous (than) the most famous 

syllables successful more successful (than) the most successful 

Other cases 

• Some common two-syllable adjectives form the comparative with either -er or more 
and the superlative with either -est or most. For example: 

190 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

] 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

clever/ cleverer (or more clever)/ the cleverest (or the most clever) 

simple/ simpler (or more simple)/ the simplest (or the most simple) 

narrow/ narrower (or more narrow)/ the narrowest (or the most narrow) 

quiet/ quieter (or more quiet)/ the quietest (or most quiet). 

• Some very common adjectives are irregular. For example: 

good I better/ the best 

bad / worse / the worst 

far/ further/ the furthest 

• Note that you can express opposites with less and the least. So, for example: 

happier (than) t- less happy (than)/ the happiest t- the least happy 

more expensive (than) t- less expensive (than)/ the most expensive t- the least 

expensive. 

Adverbs 

We use the comparative form of an adverb to compare two actions, and the superlative 

form to compare three or more actions: 

► The European economy is developing more slowly than the Chinese one. 

► China is probably the most rapidly developing economy in the world. 

• Note that a number of common adverbs have the same form as the adjective. Such 

adverbs follow the same rules as t he adjectives. For example: 

hard/ harder (than)/ the hardest 

fast/ faster (than)/ the fastest 

• Some very common adverbs are irregular. For example: 

well / better/ the best 

badly/ worse/ the worst 

far/ further/ the furthest 

Large and Small Differences 

► Reading aloud to children is of course much better than letting them watch TV 

on their own. 

► Industry experience is sometimes regarded as far more useful than a university 

degree. 

► People who are geographically mobile can find a job a lot more easily than 

others. 

► Online learning is usually a little cheaper than traditional education. 

► Online courses can be completed slightly more quickly than traditional ones. 

► Life in a suburban area is usually a bit less stressful than in the city centre. 
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Before comparatives, you can use much I far I a lot I considerably for large differences and 

a little I slightly I a bit for small differences. 

Similarity and Difference 

We use as ... as to say that people, things or actions are similar in some way, and not as ... 

as to say that they differ in some way. 

► Social networking sites are as addictive as video games. 

► It is often argued that punishing bad behaviour is not as effective as rewarding 

exemplary behaviour. 

► We need to change our consumption habits as radically as possible in order to 

reduce the impact they have on the environment. 

► In my opinion, traditional lifestyles are not protected as effectively as they 

should be. 

Comparatives with Nouns and Noun Phrases 

With countable nouns, we use: 

more t fewer/ the most t the fewest/ as many ... as t- not as many ... as 

With uncountable nouns, we use: 

more t less/ the most t the least/ as much ... as t- not as much ... as 

► Smart cities should aim to have fewer cars rather than more parking spaces. 

► There are not as many public phone booths as there used to be because almost 

everyone now has a mobile phone. 

► Fewer private vehicles on the streets would mean less traffic congestion . 

► It is sometimes argued that children do not get as much exercise as they should 

because they spend too much time online. 

In informal spoken English, less used with a countable noun is considered acceptable. In 

writing, however, you are advised to use fewer before a plural noun, not less. 

Incorrect: Despite all the talk about gender equality, there are still~ 

women in top positions, and women often earn less money 

than their male counterparts. 

Correct: Despite all the talk about gender equality, there are still fewer 

women than men in top positions, and women often earn less 

money than their male counterparts. 
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Other Useful Words and Structures for Comparing 

the same as -:t different from 

► Ready meals do not have the same nutritional value as home cooked meals. 

► Being slightly overweight is different from being obese. 

Both expressions are used very frequently when comparing. Make sure you use them 

correctly. 

Incorrect: It is sometimes suggested that animals may share the same 

emotions H-ke humans. 

similar to 

Correct: It is sometimes suggested that animals may share the same 

emotions as humans. 

► Young people's hopes and fears are often similar to those of their parents. 

compared to (or with) I in comparison with (or to) 

► In comparison with other urban areas, cities popular with tourists face the 

additional challenges of overcrowding and waste disposal. 

► Self-organised holidays can save you a lot of money compared to package tours. 

Talking about increases and decreases 

► The world is losing its tropical rainforests faster and faster . 

► In most cities, the air is getting more and more polluted. 

Talking about interdependent situations 

► The more trees we plant, the better the air we breathe. 

► The less we use paper, the fewer trees will be cut down. 

► The more you watch violent films, the more desensitised to violence you 

become. 

See Workbook Exercises page 48. -1 
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This is a continuation of the Articles Chapter which is found earlier in Volume II. 

Concepts of Specific & General 

We have seen in section 2 and section 3 about Articles that we mainly use the when 
we are referring to something specific and we use no article when we refer to 
something in general. For example:  

 Some people think the language of a country can only be learned properly by
living there.

In this case, the language refers to the specific language of the country referred to. 

 Holidays, such as Halloween, are usually enjoyed by all young children.

In the sentence above, the word holidays is referring to all holidays, not specific 
holidays. When we refer to something in general with a countable noun, we use the 
plural form without an article.  

So far, this rule seems simple and easy to follow. However, understanding what is
specific and what is general is not always easy to grasp. Take a look at the following
examples: 

1. People with a criminal record often find it difficult to find a job after they are
released.

In Sentence 1, the word people is not referring to all people, but to people with a 
criminal record. If this is the case, why does it not use the article the for a specific 
group of people? Why does it not require the? 

The subject in Sentence 1 is a noun phrase. It is referring to all people who have a 
criminal record. This means it is referring in general to that whole group. For this 
reason, no article is used and the main noun, which is countable, is plural. 

You can learn more about noun phrases on pages 20 - 31. 

2. The people with a criminal record who came to the interview showed a wide
range of skills and experience.

In Sentence 2, the subject is also a noun phrase. However, this noun phrase also 
contains a clause. Below you will see the defining relative clause underlined: 

The people with a criminal record who came to the interview 

Articles: Section 4
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The clause in Sentence 2 shows that we are not referring to all people with a criminal 
record. We are only referring to a specific group of people with a criminal record (the 
ones who attended the interview). For this reason, the article the is required as it is a 
specific group. 

You can learn more about defining relative clauses on pages 70 - 82. 

3. Cars in urban areas are largely responsible for most of the air pollution. 

In Sentence 3, the subject is a noun phrase: cars in urban areas. This means it is 
referring in general to all cars in urban areas, not to specific cars in urban areas. 

4. The cars with the best mileage usually have the highest price. 

In Sentence 4, by contrast, we are not talking about cars in general but about a 
specific group of cars, namely those which have the best mileage. This sentence 
could be paraphrased as follows: 

 The cars which have the best mileage are usually the ones which have the 
highest price. 
 

5. People fleeing war-torn countries should be guaranteed sanctuary. 

In Sentence 5, no article is used because it is referring in general to all people coming 
from a war-torn country. 

6. The people fleeing war-torn countries should be guaranteed sanctuary. 

The use of the article the in Sentence 6 is based on the meaning of the writer. By 
using the article the, the writer is putting people coming from war-torn countries 
into a specific category. This is mostly likely because the writer is differentiating that 
group of people from another wider group of people coming into the country who 
are not from war-torn countries. This means the use of the article the is purposely 
used to divide these specific people from the general group of people coming into 
the country.  

While this may seem confusing, you must take context into consideration. After all, 
we use language to communicate meaning and therefore context counts towards 
meaning and influences grammar. It is most likely that this sentence would be found 
in an article about people coming into a country seeking sanctuary. The paragraph 
would then separate people from war-torn countries from the wider group. This 
would make them a specific group of people.  

Example sentences in context: 

 There is an increasing number of people requesting to enter this country. The 
reasons for their application are varied. Some want to give their children a 
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better education, some just want to find a decent job and others want to 
escape from their war-torn country. Obviously, the people fleeing war-torn 
countries should be guaranteed sanctuary. With nowhere else to turn, 
these people must be allowed entry. 

To continue learning about Articles, return to page 159. 

--
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[ Intensifiers 

Intensifiers are usually adverbs and adverbial phrases that are used to emphasise a point 

or to st rengthen t he meaning of other words. These words can help you express the 

strength of you r ideas and t houghts more precisely, which is important for a high score in 

IELTS Writ ing Task 2. However, intensif iers should match your feelings. They should not be 

used solely because you t hink they might give you a better score. As w it h all aspects of 

grammar and vocabulary, using words incorrectly o r inappropriat ely w ill lower your score. 

Examples 

► In most major cit ies, t raffic congestion has become a serious problem. 

In t his sentence, both grammar and vocabulary are used correctly. However, it may be t hat 

the writer was looking for a word w ith a stronger meaning than serious. An easy way to 

make the meaning of t he adject ive serious stronger is to use an int ensifier: 

a very 
In most major cit ies, traffic congestion has become an extremely serious problem. 

a particularly 
As you can see, t he underlined intensifiers enable you to express your opinion more 

precisely. 

Let 's look at another example: 

► It is probable that a growing number of people w ill work from home. 

Here too, both grammar and vocabulary are used correctly, but maybe t he writer would 

like to say how probable it is. Again, intensifiers enable you to do t hat: 

highly 
It is extremely probable t hat a growing number of people wi ll work from home. 

~ 

As the fo llowing example illustrates, adject ives in t heir comparat ive form can be 

intensified as well: 

► Governments should impose strict er rules against deforestation. 

much 
Governments should impose fa r stricter rules against deforestation. 

considerably 
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About This Chapter 

This chapter lists a wide variety of intensifying words and phrases and shows you how to 

use them correctly. 

As this chapter is essentially about adjectives and adverbs, the following abbreviations 

have been used: 

'Adj.' stands for 'Adjective(s)' 

'Adv.' for 'Adverb(s)' 

In this chapter, the term "gradable" is sometimes used in relation to adjectives. A gradable 

adjective is one that can be used with comparative and superlative forms, or with 

intensifiers such as very. For example: 

rich richer the richest very rich gradable 

interesting more interesting the most interesting very interesting gradable 

worrying more worrying the most worrying very worrying gradable 

excellent FRore e>EcelleRt the FRost e>EcelleRt very e>EcelleRt ungradable 

unique FROre l::IRiep::1e the FRost 1::1Riq1::1e l very 1::1Riq1::1e --r-ngradable 

favourite FRore fa1o101::1rite t he FRost fa1o10 1::1rite 1o1eP;- fa1o101::1rite ungradable 

You could also show a grad able adjective in this way: fairly rich, quite rich, very rich, 

extremely rich. It shows a scale of intensity or, in other words, it shows they vary in 

"grade". 

Adverbs too can be gradable. For example: 

often 

always 

too I very 

more often 

FRore always 

the most often 

the FRost always 

very often gradable 

ungradable 

The word too means 'to an excessive degree' and therefore always has a negative 

meaning, while the word very simply means 'to a high degree' but is in itself neither 

positive nor negative. Both too and very can be used with adjectives and adverbs. 

► Many people emigrate because wages are too low in their country of origin. 
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A paraphrase of the above sentence will make the negative meaning of the intensifier too 

clear: 

► Many people emigrate because wages are not high enough in their country of 

origin. 

The negative meaning of too is also evident in the following sentence: 

► Teachers need to pitch tests at the right level. If a test is too easy, students will 

feel under-challenged or even insulted; if it is too difficult, students will be 

discouraged and demotivated. 

In your essay, do NOT use too instead of very. 

MaRy r:ieor:ile eFRigrate seca1:1se ',¥ages are Rot l:iigl:i eR01:1gl:i iR tl:ieir co1:1Rtry 

of origiR. /\s yo1:1 caR see, tl:ie iRteRsifier "too" l:ias a Regative FReaRiRg. 

Further examples: 

► Credit cards can be very useful in emergency situations. 

► Schoolchildren who are forced to study too intensively may fall into depression. 

► The economy has been improving very slowly since the last recession. 

too+ Adj./Adv. + for somebody/something 

► Examinations are too stressful for young children. 

► Graduates are sometimes too qualified for the job they apply for. 

► Time often seems to move too slowly for young children. 

► A number of surgical procedures are too risky for the elderly. 

Note that the meaning of too+ Adj./ Adv. can sometimes be expressed as not+ Adj./ Adv.+ 

enough. Pay attention to the word order: enough comes after the adjective. 

► Time often seems not fast enough for young children. 

(Rot eR01:1gl:i fast is WRONG) 

► A number of surgical procedures are not safe enough for the elderly. 

(Rot eR01:1gl:i safe is WRONG) 

too+ Adj./Adv. + for somebody/something to do something 
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► The climate is changing too fast for some species to survive. 

This means that some species cannot survive because the climate is changing too fast. 

► Social issues are being dealt with too slowly for ordinary people to feel a 

difference. 

This means that ordinary people cannot feel a difference because social issues are being 

dealt with too slowly. 

Note that the meaning of too+ Adj./ Adv.+ for somebody to do something can sometimes 

be expressed as not+ Adj./ Adv.+ enough+ for somebody to do something. 

► Social issues are not being dealt with fast enough for ordinary people to feel a 

difference. 

so+ Adj. / such + Noun Phrase 

To learn more about noun phrases, go to page 20. 

The words so and such require markedly different structures. 

The word so can be used to make adjectives or adverbs stronger. 

► It would be difficult to ban plastic bags overnight because they are so popular. 

► People already knew 20 years ago that the climate was changing, but they did 

not expect it to change so rapidly. 

By contrast, the word such can only be used with a noun phrase. 

► It would be difficult to ban plastic bags overnight because they enjoy such 

widespread popularity. 
In this sentence, we have such+ [no article because popularity is uncountable]+ Adjective 

+ Noun. 

► Apparently, people were not aware that burning fossil fuels would have such 

dire consequences for the environment. 

In this sentence, we have such+ [no article because consequences is a plural]+ Adjective+ 

Plural Noun. 

► Scientists never expected the climate to change at such an alarming rate. 

In this sentence, we have such+ Indefinite Article because rate is singular+ Adjective+ 

Singular Noun. 

so+ Adj. + that ... I such+ Noun Phrase + that ... 

The intensifiers so and such can also be used to introduce a result clause. 
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► The climate is changing so fast that scientists and governments seem unable to 
provide long-term solutions. 
,0, 

The climate is changing at such an alarming rate that scientists and governments 
seem unable to provide long-term solutions 

► The popularity of plastic bags is so widespread that it would be difficult to ban 

them overnight. 
,0, 

Plastic bags enjoy such widespread popularity that it would be difficult to ban 

them overnight. 

fairly I quite I rather 

I/air/~ 

As an intensifier, the word fairly means 'to some degree' and is therefore much less strong 

than very. 

► Access to the internet plays a fairly important part in a child's success at school. 

► In some parts of the world, there are thousands of uneducated people who are 

able to speak two or three different languages fairly well. 

Note: Do not confuse the intensifier fairly with fairly as an adverb meaning 'in a fair way'. 

► Employees should be treated fairly, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity or creed. 
,0, 

Employees should be treated in a fair way, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity or 

creed. 

This word can be confusing because, as an intensifier, it can have two opposite meanings 

depending on the adjective that follows. 

1. When it is followed by a gradable adjective or adverb, quite is similar in meaning to 

fairly. It is stronger than a little but less strong than very. 

► Not so long ago, people used to go to the public library quite often. 

► Some people say that the role of luck in business success is quite important. 

Pay attention to the word order when quite is followed by a noun phrase. 
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► Some people say that luck plays quite an important role in business success. 

(a ei1:1ite iFRl=)ortant role is WRONG) 

► It takes quite a long time to give up old habits and develop new ones. 

(a ei1:1ite long tiFRe is WRONG) 

2. The word quite means 'very', 'completely' when it is followed by an ungradable or 

"extreme" adjective (or adverb) such as: 

clear, obvious I true, right, wrong I sure, certain I different I impossible I 
amazing, extraordinary, incredible, etc. 

► It is quite wrong to treat employees differently on the basis of their gender. 

(= completely wrong) 

► Learning a foreign language at school is quite different from picking it up in the 

country where it is spoken. 

(= completely different) 

3. When the word quite is used with a verb, it can mean either fairly or completely, 

depending on whether the verb is considered gradable or not. 

► Elderly people quite enjoy spending time on social media. 

(= they enjoy that moderately) 

► I quite agree with the idea that school leavers should spend a year abroad. 

(= I completely agree) 

I rathea 

This word is also used to intensify the meaning of adjectives and adverbs. It means 'to 

some degree' and therefore has the same strength as fairly and quite (when quite is used 

with gradable adjectives). There are three main uses of the word rather. 

1. The main difference between rather and fairly/quite is that we tend to use rather mainly 

with negative adjectives or when we perceive something as negative. Note that this is a 

tendency more than a rule. 

► Losing one's passport or mobile phone can be rather distressing. 

Something distressing makes you feel very upset, so the word distressing has a negative 

meaning. Therefore, rather would tend to be used more often than quite in this context. 

► When we practise a skill, it is useful to remember that the road to mastery is 

rather long. 
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The adjective long is neutral, neither positive nor negative, but the writer here wants to 

express the idea that it takes a very long time to reach mastery and that it is not easy. 

2. We also use rather with positive adjectives and adverbs when we want to express the 

idea of something unexpected, surprising or unusual. 

► Despite a recent period of financial instability, the economy is rather healthy 

overall. 

The adjective healthy is positive, but the fact that the economy is healthy now is slightly 

surprising or unexpected because of the recent period of financial instability. 

► A film or a play may become rather popular even though it had poor reviews in 

the press. 

One might expect a film or a play that receives poor reviews to be bad, but in this case it 

became popular, which is surprising. 

3. The word rather can also be used in these combinations: rather+ Adj.+ Noun/ rather+ 

Noun. 

► When we start practising a skill, we should remember that it takes rather a long 

time to attain mastery. 

Note that the form "a rather long t ime" is not a mistake but is less common than "rather 

a long time". 

► The search for more eco-friendly ways of spending one's holidays has produced 

some rather imaginative ideas. 

(rather some imaginative ideas is WRONG) 

► To many people, the 2008 financial crisis came as rather a shock. 

(a rather shock is WRONG) 

very I extremely, and other adverbs in -ly 

Using very or extremely is one of the most common ways of making an adjective or an 

adverb stronger. 

► We all know some extremely talented people who are very lazy and do not 

achieve anything in life. 

► Professional translators need to be able to work very fast and extremely 

accurately. 
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Of course, adjectives and adverbs do not always need to be made stronger, but if you wish 

to use intensifiers in your essay, it is a good idea to familiarise yourself with some other 

intensifying adverbs so that you do not overuse very and extremely. 

Note: 

exceptionally I extraordinarily I incredibly I remarkably I unusually 

► We all know some exceptionally talented people who are incredibly lazy and do 

not achieve anything in life. 
► Professional translators need to be able to work remarkably fast and accurately. 

Those adverbs cannot be used to strengthen just any adjective or adverb. A good 

collocations dictionary will give you information about which adverbs are frequently used 

as intensifiers with which adjective or adverb. During the examination itself, if you are not 

sure about a certain collocation, you may want to use only very and extremely. 

Note also that in informal spoken English, people often use intensifiers such as awfully, 

pretty, really, terribly. While it is perfectly acceptable in informal spoken English to say that 

someone is 'awfully talented' or 'pretty lazy', you must not use those intensifiers in your 

essay. 

Intensifiers with Comparatives 

Before comparatives, we use much I far I a lot I considerably for large differences and a 

little I slightly I a bit for small differences. 

► I believe that hard work is much more necessary than creativity in order to 

become successful. 

► Parents and teachers exert a considerably stronger influence on children than 
celebrities. 

For more information about comparatives and superlatives, go to page 190. 
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"Extreme" Adjectives 

A whole range of adjectives already function as intensifiers because of their meaning. See, 

for example, the following adjectives in bold: 

very good 

very bad 

very big 

very small 

➔ 

➔ 

➔ 

➔ 

excellent/ superb/ perfect/ wonderful / brilliant 

awful / dreadful /appalling/ terrible/ horrible 

huge / enormous / massive / gigantic / immense / vast 

tiny/ minute/ microscopic/ infinitesimal 

Such adjectives are sometimes called "extreme" or "absolute" adjectives because part of 

their meaning includes a very high degree of a certain quality. For example, vast means 

'very, very big' and tiny means 'very, very small'. Therefore, extreme adjectives cannot be 

intensified with very. 

✓ The difference between assertiveness and aggressiveness is very big. 

JC The difference between assertiveness and aggressiveness is very h1:Jge. 

✓ The difference between assertiveness and aggressiveness is huge. 

If you want to use an intensifier wit h an extreme adject ive, you need to use absolutely, for 

example. 

► The difference between assertiveness and aggressiveness is absolutely huge. 

A second feature is that extreme adjectives are ungradable, which means that they do not 

usually have a comparative or superlative form (h1:Jger, FRore e ➔ccelleRt, etc.). 

It is important in IELTS Writing Task 2 that the meaning in the ideas you present is 

accurate. Do not use extreme adjectives unless you actually mean to use such strong 

language. Having precise meaning is a requirement of the higher band scores. 

Intensifying Adverb+ Adjective Collocations 

Collocations are 'partners for words': for example, some adjectives are commonly 

modified by certain specific adverbs, and never by others. 

As explained in the preceding section, 'absolutely huge' is fine, but 'very h1:Jge' is wrong. 

There are no hard and fast rules for collocations, there are only tendencies. However, you 

may find it useful to look at some common combinations and the reason behind them. 
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absolutely Usually strengthens adjectives that express an 'extreme' 

meaning and which cannot be intensified by the word very, 

such as: 

appalled I appalling I convinced I devastated I devastating I 
exhausted I exhausting I impossible 

utterly Like absolutely, utterly is used to strengthen adjectives that 

express an 'extreme', usually negative, meaning. 

bitterly Apart from bitterly cold when talking about the weather, 

frequent collocations include: 

disappointed I disappointing I opposed I resentful 

deeply Often used to strengthen adjectives associated with beliefs, 

feelings and opinions, such as: 

ashamed I committed I concerned I depressed I hurt I moved I 
offended I offensive I shocked I upset 

highly Usually strengthens adjectives that denote positive qualities or 

express probability, such as: 

intelligent I profitable I recommended I successful 

likely/ unlikely/ probable/ improbable 

Note also the extremely frequent collocation highly 

controversial. 

seriously Often used to strengthen adjectives that denote negative 

qualities, such as: 

damaged I delayed I hurt I ill I injured I overweight I worried 

Intensifying Adjective+ Noun Collocations 

It is not possible to produce lists of which adjective collocates with which noun. However, 

you may find it useful to look at three adjectives and some nouns you can collocate with 

them that are very frequently used as intensifiers. 

complete / total 

Utter 

agreement/ change/ control/ freedom/ misunderstanding 

/recovery/ surprise/ waste 

confusion/ contempt/ despair/ devastation/ disbelief/ 

failure/ helplessness/ nonsense/ waste 
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Prepositions 

A preposition is a small word such as at, before, behind, over, to, with, etc. that is used 

before a noun (or a noun phrase or pronoun). The preposition expresses a relationship 

between that noun and the verb, noun or adjective that comes before it. 

In this chapter you will review: 

Use of Prepositions 

Dependant Prepositions 

Prepositions at the End of Clauses or Sentences 

Prepositions Followed by a Verb 

Use of Prepositions 

Introduction 

Prepositions can be used to express many different kinds of relationships. For example: 

• spatial, such as location, movement, direction (above, at, below, in, on, to, from, 
towards, etc.) 

► Many people emigrate to be educated in more developed countries. 

► Some foreign students do not wish to return to their own country after 

graduation. 

• temporal, such as time, duration (at, before, by, during, in, on, for, since, etc.) 

► In a few years, climate change will have spun out of control. 

► Governments need to take action on global warming before it is too late. 

• reason (because, because of, due to, owing to, etc.) 

► A lot of animal species disappear because of human activities such as 

deforestation. 

► Owing to traffic congestion in cities, thousands of litres of petrol are wasted 

every day. 

• purpose (for, to, towards, etc.) 

► A huge number of people are finding it impossible to save money towards 
their retirement. 

► Cycling for fitness or for pleasure can be a great family activity. 
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Note that many of the common prepositions listed above can also be used in an abstract 

sense in addition to their concrete sense: 

► It is always families on low incomes that suffer most during an economic 

downturn. 

► We should not just watch in silence while the world's last primeval forests 

are being cut down. 

► It is easier for students to succeed if they feel that their parents are behind 
them. 

► Many people are under a lot of pressure at work. 

Let's now look in more detail at some prepositions expressing spatial and temporal 

relationships. 

Spatial Relationships (Position & Place) 

• Examples of common expressions with at expressing location 'at a point': 

at the top (of sth) 

at the bottom (of sth) 

at the end (of sth) 

at the beginning 

at school 

at university 

at work 

at home 

at the front 

at the back 

at the airport 

at the station 

• Examples of common expressions with in expressing location 'inside' something: 

in bed 

in the kitchen / bath / 

garden 

in a book/ magazine 

in the middle 

in the corner 

in Paris/ India/ Africa 

in the photo/ picture 

in hospital/ prison 

in the sky 

• Examples of common expressions of location with on: 

on the Danube/ Ganges on the screen on the computer 

on the left / right 

on the page 

on the map 

on TV 

on the radio 

on the road 

on the phone 

on the ground 

on the plane/ train/ bus ( ! in a 

car) 
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Temporal Relationships (Time) 

• Examples of common time expressions with at: 

at one o'clock at the weekend 

at noon/ midnight 

at the moment 

at weekends 

at present 

at night 

at Christmas/ Diwali, etc. 

at the same time 

• Examples of common time expressions with in: 

in the morning 

in the afternoon 

in the evening 

in the summer/ autumn, etc. 

in the past 

Note: 

in January/ February, etc. 

in 1789 / 1968 / 2050, etc. 

in the 20th/ 21st, etc. century 

in the daytime 

in the future 

These three expressions have a different meaning: 

► In my experience, it is not possible to learn a foreign language in two or three 

years. 
Meaning: 'in this amount of time' 

► Experts say we can expect another recession in the next two or three years. 

Meaning: 'any time in the future between now and the next two or three years' 

► Upon leaving university, many graduates do not know where they will be in two 
or three years' time. 

Meaning: 'two or three years later'. 

• Examples of common time expressions with on : 

on 8th March/ January 1st, etc. on the first/ second/ last day 

on Tuesday/ Sunday, etc. 

on Monday morning, etc. 

on Thursday afternoon, etc. 

on Friday evening, etc. 
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• Examples of common time expressions with no preposition: 

No preposition before last I next I this+ time expression: 

It happened on last Monday. 

It will take place on next VVednesday. 

They want to go in this evening. 

➔ 

➔ 

➔ 

It happened last Monday. 

It will take place next Wednesday. 

They want to go this evening. 

No preposition before all I any I each I every I some+ time expression: 

There are forest fires in every summer. ➔ 

Violence could erupt on any day. ➔ 

There are forest fires every summer. 

Violence could erupt any day. 

No preposition before tomorrow I yesterday I the day after tomorrow I the day before 

yesterday. 

• Easily confused time words: until vs by: 

The difference between until and by can be seen clearly in the following sentence: 

► In my country, children are allowed to play outside until eight o'clock, but they 
must be in bed by ten o'clock. 

This means that children can continue to play up to eight but must be in bed not later than 

ten. 

We use until to talk about something that continues up to a certain time in the future and 

then stops. 

► Some experts have predicted that, because of rising sea temperatures, glaciers 

will only last until 2050. 

We use by to talk about something that will happen at or before a future moment. By 

means 'not later than'. 

► By 2050, greenhouse gas emissions will have been cut to almost zero in most 

European countries. 

The related expression by the time roughly means 'when'. We use it to connect an action 

that has already happened, or will have happened, before another action: 

► By the time the fire brigade arrived, the fire was already out. 
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This means that it probably took the fire brigade a long time to arrive, so the fire was 

already extinguished when they arrived . 

► By the time we find a solution to the problem of plastic pollution, many more 

animal species will have disappeared. 

This means that it will probably take quite a long time to solve the problem of plastic 

pollution, so when we eventually find a solution, it will be too late for many species. 

Note: Do not use will to refer to the future in a clause introduced with by the time ('by the 

time we wU-1- find a solution'). 

Note that until is not only a preposition. It can also function as a conjunction to link an 

event or an action to a point in time: 

► The Romans expanded their control until they had conquered a huge territory. 

► Environmentalists fear that logging will continue until most of the Earth's 

rainforests have disappeared. 

Note: Do not use will to refer to the future in a clause introduced with until: 

Incorrect: The world will not be com pletely safe until nuclear weapons will ee 
banned. 

Correct: The world will not be completely safe until nuclear weapons are banned. 

Note also the difference between until now(+ past) and so far(+ present): 

► Until now, people had to pay in cash or by credit card . 

This implies that the situation has stopped or changed. For example, people can now pay 

by mobile phone. 

► So far, the United States have not signed the Kyoto Protocol to fight climate 

change. 

This implies that the situation has not changed. We cannot use until now in this case. 

• Easily confused time words: during vs while vs for: 

Compare these two sentences: 

► Many people run up huge debts during their university studies. (NOT wh#e-) 
► Many people run up huge debts while they are studying at university. (NOT 

Gl:JriR(jJ) 
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We use the preposition during before a noun or a noun phrase to say when something 

happens: 

► Many people lost their homes during the 2008 financial crisis. 

► We must make sure to remain well hydrated during the summer months. 

► During the next decade, mass tourism will certainly continue to grow. 

By contrast, while is a linking word and is used to introduce a clause: 

► Young people will not sit in silence while the rainforests are being destroyed. 

To say how long something goes on, we use for: 

► For decades, Native Americans have suffered from injustice and discrimination. 

• Easily confused time words: for vs since: 

As we have just seen, for as a time word is a preposition and is used to talk about the 

length of a period of time, an amount of time. This period of time can be in the past, the 

present or the future: 

► In 1969, Armstrong and Aldrin walked on the Moon for over two hours. (past) 
► There is no reason why nonviolent offenders should be held in prison for life. 

(present) 
► It will soon be possible for space tourists to stay in space for several weeks. 

(future) 

By contrast, since as a time word is used to talk about the start of a period. It can be a 

preposition, a conjunction or an adverb: 

► There have been countless armed conflicts since the Second World War. 

(preposition) 

► The United Nations has solved many regional conflicts since it was founded in 

1945. (conjunction) 
► The Great Pyramid of Giza is a remarkable feat of human engineering, and many 

people agree that nothing comparable has been built since. (adverb) 

The confusion between for and since arises mainly when using the Present Perfect. 

1. India and Pakistan have been independent since 1947. 

2. India and Pakistan have been independent for more than 70 years. 

In both sentences, we use the Present Perfect to describe a situation which started in the 

past and continues up to the present. 
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In Sentence 1, we use since because we are talking about when independence started; we 

are interested in the start of a period. 

In Sentence 2, we use for because we are talking about how long those countries have 

been independent. 'Since more than 70 years' is WRONG. 

Here are some examples of phrases commonly found after for and since: 

for Since 

A period of time that something A specific date, day, month or time 

lasted when something started 

a long time five o'clock 

five minutes 1990 

two hours February 

a month last winter 

many years the 15th century 

centuries the beginning of the month 

the past three weeks yesterday afternoon 

Other Useful Expressions with Prepositions 

at a loss in danger on a diet 

at an advantage in good condition on business 

at risk in love on holiday 

at the age of 18 in my opinion on purpose 

at war in the end on the whole 
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Correct Use of Prepositions 

As you know, using prepositions correctly is not particularly easy and can be challenging. 

This for a number of reasons: 

• The same preposition can be used to express different relationships: at university I 
at the weekend I at war; in the countryside I in ten years I in trouble; etc. 

• A word may need a different preposition depending on the word(s) that it is 
connected to: apologise to somebody I apologise for (doing) something; agree with 
somebody I agree to a proposal; etc. 

• Some words do not need a preposition: talk about something but discuss 
something; go into a building but enter a building; look like someone but resemble 
someone; etc. 

• There are some rules, but usage is very idiomatic, and there are many fixed phrases. 

Inaccurate use of prepositions may cause difficulty for the reader and occasionally cause 

misunderstandings. 

Using prepositions accurately will help you boost your score on either or both Lexical 

Resource (vocabulary) and Grammatical Range and Accuracy (grammar). 

Therefore, you need to pay close attention to prepositions when you proofread your essay. 

Note: 

The aim of this chapter is simply to provide a general overview of the main uses of 

prepositions in relation to academic essay writing. It does not contain all uses of 

prepositions. 

If you feel you would like more insight into prepositions or if you realise that this is an area 

you are not yet sufficiently confident in, please refer to a detailed English Language 

grammar book. 

Dependent Prepositions 

Some verbs, adjectives and nouns are followed by a specific preposition (called a 

"dependent preposition"). 

Study the common dependent prepositions listed above and keep adding your own 

examples to the list whenever you study or read for pleasure. Combinations of Verb/ 

Adjective/ Noun+ Preposition are extremely frequent, and it is highly likely that you will 

use some in your Writing Task 2 essay. 
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Below are just a few common examples of such combinations. 

Verb + Preposition 

Verb+ for 
► In many cultures, it is the duty of children to care for their ageing parents. 

► Several countries have apologised for mistreating their indigenous peoples. 

Verb+ from 
► It is sometimes argued that school uniforms prevent children from expressing their 

personality. 

► There is little that parents can do to protect their children from accidentally 

accessing inappropriate online content. 

Verb+ in 

► I believe it is a good idea for schools to encourage parents to participate in the life 

of the school. 

► Schools should encourage stu dents to take part in environmental activities. 

Verb+ of 
► Many parents do not approve of letting children watch television indiscriminately. 

► All too often, art classes simply consist of basic drawing and colouring activities. 

Verb+ on 

► Happiness depends on a host of different factors. 

► It is not realistic to @!yon teachers alone to help students who have personal 

difficulties. 

Verb+ to 

► The Earth does not belong to us, so it is our duty to protect our environment. 

► Some people object to the theory of evolution being taught at school. 

Verb+ with 

► Businesses which do not comply with environmental laws and regulations should be 

fined. 
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► Parents should teach their children to sympathise with homeless and destitute 

people. 

For more examples of phrasal verbs, please refer to a phrasal verb dictionary. This 

idiomatic vocabulary is high band score. However, mistakes are easy to make. One mistake 

using an incorrect preposition might result in changing the meaning of the sentence 

completely which could lower your score. 

Adjective + Preposition 

► In my opinion, censoring the internet is not the same as curtailing freedom of 

speech. 

► Most children are very good at some subjects and rather bad at some others. 

► Overpopulation and poor public transport are responsible for traffic congestion in 

many cities. 

► Teaching in an inner-city school is of course very different from teaching in a remote 

rural area. 

► For several decades already, surgeons have proved that organ transplants are 

capable of saving lives. 

► Understandably, most young people do not want to remain dependent on their 

parents for too long. 

► People are part of nature and therefore need to be kind to the environment. 

► Many people are opposed to the death penalty because of the risk of miscarriages 

of justice. 

► In a way, learning a foreign language is similar to learning a sport: practice is the key 

to success. 

► Some cities have become so popular with tourists that visitors outnumber the 

locals. 

Noun+ Preposition 

► There is a huge difference between learning a foreign language at school and 

learning it in the country where it is spoken. 

► The main reason for the depletion of the ozone layer is the use of chemicals such as 

CFCs. 

► Ex-convicts often have difficulty in finding a job. (or: Ex-convicts often have difficulty 

finding a job.) 
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► There has been an increase in the number of people who choose to adopt a healthy 

lifestyle and diet. 

(NB: In the same way, we speak of a decrease in profit, a rise in gun crime, a fall in 

the number of violent crimes, etc.). 

► Man's interest in space research seems motivated by the urge to conquer rather 

than by humanitarian concerns. 

► So far, there is no definitive proof of the existence of extraterrestrial life. 

Prepositions at the End of Clauses/Sentences 

In a number of cases, the preposition goes at the end of the clause or sentence: 

► Sometimes, parents do not even know what their teenage children are interested 

in. (indirect question) 

► Old people who live in care centres often complain that they are not properly 

looked after. (passive) 

► Global warming and poverty are the two issues which young people today are most 

worried about. (relative clause) 

► To be happy at work, you first need to like the people you work with. (relative 

clause) 

If you want to show flexibility and adopt a more formal style, relative clauses such as the 

ones above can be paraphrased as follows: 

► Global warming and poverty are the two issues about which young people today are 

most worried. 

► To be happy at work, you first need to like the people with whom you work. 

Prepositions Followed by a Verb 

When a preposition is followed by a verb, the verb is normally in the -ing form (gerund): 

► One should always prepare oneself carefully before gQj_Qg to a job interview. 

► Many people do not like the idea of living far away from their workplace. 
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► It is mostly young people who succeeded in raising public awareness of global 

warming. 

► Whenever possible, we should walk to work and to the shops instead of driving. 

► Many graduates struggle to land a job despite having good academic qualifications. 

► Very often, female employees are still paid less in spite of performing as well as, or 

even better than, their male counterparts. 

► Graduates look forward to finding a job related to their field of study. 

► Many people object to working at weekends. 

► Someone who has always lived in a house is likely to find it difficult to get used to 

living in a flat. 

Note: 

... Jook forward t-o fiRE1 .. ./. .. object- t-o work at- wee.¼eREls .. ./. .. yet- tJsee t-o Ji·.«e iR a fJat- are all 

WRONG forms. 

It may seem 'strange' to have an -ing form after to, especially when we have learnt to 

produce correct sentences such as 'Everyone wants to have a decent job.' I 'Some 

countries have decided to ban online sales of e-cigarettes.' etc. This is because there is a 

word to which is a preposition, and another word to which is part of the infinitive. The 

word to after look forward I object I get used is a preposition, and is therefore followed by 

the -ing form (the 'gerund', which is like a verbal noun). 

Of course, all the prepositions above could also be followed by a noun or a noun phrase: 

► Graduates look forward to an interesting job related to their field of study. 

► Many people object to weekend work. 

► Someone who has always lived in a house is likely to find it difficult to get used to 

smaller accommodation. 

The verb is also in the -ing form when there is an object before it: 

► Parents often insist on their children finishing their homework before watching 

television. 

► The stability of a country partly depends on the government managing economic 

and social issues effectively. 

215 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


 
  

I EL TS llffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Some Advice on Learning Prepositions 

• Always record new vocabulary in context. You do not really "know" the word look 

forward if you do not know that we say look forward to, and that look forward to is 

followed by a noun, noun phrase, pronoun or gerund. An example sentence will 

help you remember this (e.g./ look forward to the day when single-use plastic bags 

will be banned.) 

• Create your own exercises. For example, take a reading passage that you are 

already familiar with. Read it again, this time paying particular attention to 

prepositions. Highlight all the combinations of Noun/Verb/ Adjective+ Preposition 

that you find interesting. 

• When you practise writing an essay on your own, proofread it carefully when you 

have finished and refer to a good dictionary to check any use of prepositions that 

you are not sure about. 

See Workbook Exercises page 51. I 

Copyright Reminder 

It is illegal to share this e-book in public. This e-book is 

protected by copyright law. 

This e-book is for your own personal use only. Anyone 

sharing this e-book in public can face legal consequences. 

Please respect the hard work of the author. Please report 

any copies of this e-book found being distributed online to 

IELTS Liz (Elizabeth Ferguson, the copyright owner). 

Thank you 
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Using Cautious Language & Avoiding Over-Generalisation 

Introduction 

As you know, when you write an essay such as IELTS Writing Task 2, you do not have a 

choice when it comes to style: your style has to be reasonably formal. 

However, when it comes to making statements, presenting arguments and expressing 

opinions, you can choose which tone to adopt: strong, neutral or cautious. 

There are times when a strong tone is entirely appropriate, while at other times you might 

want to sound neutral, or more cautious, more tentative. 

If you use a strong tone all the time, you may come across as over-confident, forceful, 

opinionated, or even intolerant. Therefore, it is useful to have the flexibility to sound 

cautious when it is appropriate. 

The IELTS examiner will be looking at the tone you use in your sentences. The more 

precisely and subtly your tone seems to match what you really think, the better your score 

will be. 

As an example, consider these three different ways of expressing the same opinion: 

► I am firmly convinced that burning fossil fuels is the main cause of global 

warming. 

➔ strong tone 
► I personally believe that burning fossil fuels is the main cause of global warming. 

➔ neutral tone 
► It would seem that burning fossil fuels might be the main cause of global 

warming. 

➔ cautious, tentative tone 

All three ways are correct, but being aware of tone will enable you to express yourself with 

more subtlety. This is also the case when making a recommendation: 

► It is of the utmost importance that cars should be banned from city centres. 

➔ strong tone 
► It would be in most people's interest to ban cars from city centres. 

➔ neutral tone 
► The government might like to consider banning cars from city centres. 

➔ cautious, tentative tone 
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Using cautious language is sometimes referred to as hedging and is basically a way of 

'softening' the language you use. It shows that you understand that it is not possible to be 

completely sure about certain things. It also shows that you are not claiming that what you 

write is an absolute truth or an undeniable fact. 

Consider the following sentence: 

► Watching violent films harms young children. 

This is a very bold claim, presented as if it were an objective scientific truth. But how much 

do we really know? In what ways does watching violent films harm children? Does it affect 

all young children or just some of them? How much watching is necessary to harm 

children? What is meant by 'violent films'? etc. 

In this case, 'softening' our language would be useful. Study the following examples to see 

how this can be done: 

► Watching violent films can harm young children. 

► Watching violent films might harm young children. 

► Watching violent films often might harm young children. 

► It is possible that watching violent films harms young children. 

► Watching violent films probably harms young children. 

► It is widely agreed that watch ing violent films harms young children. 

► In my view, it is highly likely that watching a lot of violent films harms most 

young children. 

As you can see, we have a good number of linguistic devices to show how strongly we are 

committed to the truth of what we say. Let's now look at four kinds of such devices. 

How to Express Oneself Cautiously 

Using adverbs of frequency 

Compare: 

► Teenagers prefer chatting online to doing homework. 

vs 
► Teenagers often prefer chatting online to doing homework. 

Simply adding often makes the assertion less strong, more nuanced. 

Other adverbs of frequency can achieve the same effect, for example: sometimes, 

generally, usually. 
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Using modals and modal words 

Compare: 

► Media violence has a greater impact on our emotions than on our behaviour. 

vs 

► Media violence may have a greater impact on our emotions than on our 

behaviour. 

► Shared reading with children i.?_ an opportunity for parents to bond with them. 

vs 
► Shared reading with children can be an opportunity for parents to bond with 

them. 

Using modals such as can I could I may I might I would is a very effective way of reducing 

the strength of our assertions. 

For more information about how to express degrees of certainty/probability, go to page 

118. 

A whole range of adjectives, adverbs and nou ns can also be used to express varying 

degrees of certainty/probability, in t he same way as modals do. Here are some of the most 

common ones. 

• Adjectives: certain I definite I possible I probable, etc. 

• Adverbs: certainly I definitely I possibly I probably I arguably I generally, etc. 

• Nouns: possibility I probability I assumption I likelihood, etc. 

Compare: 

► Media violence affects young children's behaviour. 

vs 
► It is probable that media violence affects young children's behaviour. 

,0, 

Media violence probably affects young children's behaviour. 

,0, 

► There is a possibility that media violence could affect young children's 

behaviour. 
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Using particular verbs 

Compare: 

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

► Media violence has a greater impact on our emotions than on our behaviour. 

vs 
► Media violence seems to have a greater impact on our emotions than on our 

behaviour. 

► Reading aloud to children fosters the acquisition of literacy skills. 

vs 
► Reading aloud to children tends to foster the acquisition of literacy skills. 

Using verbs such as appear (to be) I seem I think I believe I look like I tend I indicate I 
suggest is another effective way of softening our claims. 

Using there or impersonal it in that-clauses 

Compare: 

► Adults have difficulty keeping abreast of technological change. 

vs 
► There is a common belief that adults have difficulty keeping abreast of 

technological change. 

or 

► It is commonly believed that adults have difficulty keeping abreast of 

technological change. 

It is important to note that when using such statements, the idea does not represent your 

own personal opinion, hence the word "impersonal" in the subheading. These methods of 

starting your sentence do not show the reader if you agree with the idea or not. They only 

show other people's opinions. If the aim of your body paragraph is to present your view 

and only your view, you should not use such statements as presented above and listed 

below. However, if your aim is to discuss what other people think, this is a good way to 

vary your sentences. 
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Here are some other similar sentence openers: 

It is a widely held view that ... 

It is generally believed that ... 

It is widely agreed that ... 

It seems likely that ... 

It may be assumed that .. . 

It could be argued that .. . 

There seems to be a general consensus 

that ... 

There is some evidence to suggest that .. . 

There is little evidence to suggest that .. . 

There is a general assumption that ... 

There is a widespread belief that ... 

Using a combination of the above-mentioned devices 

Adverbs of frequency, modals, mod a ls words, certain specific verbs and there or 

impersonal it in that-clauses can be used in various combinations to adjust the strength of 

the assertions we make. Compare: 

► There would be fewer armed conflicts if all countries shared a common 

language. 

vs 
► I believe that there might be fewer armed conflicts if all countries shared a 

common language. 

► Learning a language helps people understand a culture. 

vs 
► It is possible that learning a language may help people understand a culture. 

-0, 

There is some evidence to suggest that learning a language can help people 

understand a culture. 

-0, 

► It is widely agreed that learning a language often helps people understand a 

culture. 

Important reminder: 

Using cautious language is not a way of making your writing style more interesting or more 

varied. Rather, it is a way of adjusting with subtlety the strength of the claims you make. 
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There are times when a strong tone is entirely appropriate, especially if you have 

convincing examples to support the claims you make. On the other hand, overusing 

cautious language can give the impression that you do not want to take responsibility for 

the claims you make or even that you have no clear opinion about the issue under 

discussion. 

Over-Genera I isation 

Another aspect of using language in IELTS Writing Task 2 is to avoid over-generalisation 

when you present your ideas. This actually falls under the marking criterion of Task 

Response rather than Grammatical Resource and Accuracy but as it is a common issue with 

Writing Task 2, it needs to be explained. 

Below is an example of an over-generalised statement. 

► International business destroys local businesses and thus increases unemployment 

rates. 

Presenting an idea in this way assumes that the statement applies globally - to all people, 

at all times, in all countries without exception. When you write in this way, you are over

generalising, which means you are presuming that this situation is without exception. 

Over-generalising is mentioned in the band score descriptors published by IELTS and will 

limit your score for Task Response. This is mainly a problem for people aiming for the 

higher band scores. Many people think it is only important to have relevant ideas and 

explain them. As a result, they forget to develop their ideas and sometimes write in a 

manner that is too general. Presenting more specific information that is well thought-out is 

essential for a high score. 

To avoid over-generalisation, you need to: 

a) think more carefully about your ideas and how to present them in the planning 

stage before you start writing 

b) use cautious language or mention the extent to which this idea actually applies to 

real life on a global or national scale. 

You need to think more deeply about your ideas before you present them in your essay. 
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You need to ask yourself: 

• Does international business destroy all local businesses or only particular local 

businesses? 

• Does international business destroy all local businesses in all cities and in all 

countries? 

• Does international business destroy all local businesses affecting the unemployment 

rates beyond a shadow of a doubt? Or do you feel this statement might be too 

strong? 

You are being marked on your ability to use the English language to present precise 

meaning. You are being marked on your ability to present well thought-out ideas which are 

not over-generalised. Below are options of how the statement given above could have 

been presented using more specific and more cautious language: 

► International business can often result in the closure of some local businesses, 

especially in developing countries. 

► International business can sometimes have a detrimental impact on some local 

businesses, particularly sma ll businesses. 

► The success of some local businesses is under t hreat due to the competition from 

international business in their area, and this can result in the closure of some of 

these local businesses. 

► International business can sometimes have an adverse effect on the success of small 

local businesses. In some countries, such local businesses are unable to compete 

and are forced to close, having a direct impact on employment rates . 

► Unemployment rates have been known to rise in some countries due to the 

negative impact of international business on many small local businesses. 

► Some small local businesses have been known to be negatively affected by 

international business. In some cases, small businesses have been forced to close 

down, thus causing an increase in unemployment rates. 

As you can see above, there are many ways to be more cautious with your language and 

more specific with your ideas. When you do this, you will see that it is easier to keep up 

the word count. Many people struggle to hit a reasonable number of words in their essay. 

However, by being more careful and explaining more fully the realistic limitations of your 

ideas, your essay will expand. 
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If you are worried about repeating "some local businesses in some countries" again and 

again in your essay, remember that once you have stated this in the first sentence of a 

body paragraph (the topic sentence), it will be presumed that the rest of the information in 

the paragraph follows this. Consequently, you will not have to repeat yourself. 

However, missing this information out completely might result in your ideas being over

generalised and not specific enough or not thought-out enough for a high band score. 

See Workbook Exercises page 53. I 
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[ Paraphrasing 

Introduction 

Paraphrasing is the skill of re-expressing in your own words information or ideas expressed 

by someone else. 

It is a crucial skill to have in essay writing. In IELTS Writing Task 2, for example, you have 

the opportunity to demonstrate your ability to paraphrase right from the outset as the 

background statement in your introduction is essentially a rewording of the essay 

question. 

However, the usefulness of paraphrasing extends well beyond the background statement. 

Indeed, as each essay is about one specific topic, you need to be able to explore this topic 

in some depth while avoiding unnecessary repetitions of certain words or sentence 

structures. Paraphrasing enables you to avoid cumbersome word-for-word repetitions . 

Besides, it also contributes to the overall cohesion of your essay. 

Paraphrasing an Essay Question 

Read the essay question below. Then study two ways in which it has been paraphrased . 

Essay question: 

► While studying abroad provides an opportunity to broaden one's experience, it also 

presents the danger of negative influences from the host culture. 

Paraphrase 1: 

► Studying abroad is a potential source of both knowledge about life and risk of 

adverse foreign cultural influences. 

Paraphrase 2: 

► Young people studying overseas can gain a lot of experience. However, they may 

also be negatively affected by certain aspects of the foreign culture . 

Analysis 
Although their wording is markedly different, both paraphrases reflect fairly accurately the 

meaning conveyed by the essay question and are therefore satisfactory. 

Besides, both writers have used a number of similar paraphrasing techniques. Let's have a 

look at these. 
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A) Changing the sentence structure: 

The essay question is a complex sentence; (1) uses a simple sentence instead, while (2) 

uses two sentences linked by 'however' (which echoes the contrast expressed by 'while'). 

B) Changing word forms: 

(1) 'culture' ➔ 'cultural'; (2) 'negative' ➔ 'negatively'. 

C) Using synonyms: 

(1) 'danger' ➔ 'risk', 'negative' ➔ 'adverse'; (2) 'abroad' ➔ 'overseas' . 

These are examples of straightforward synonyms which we could find in a good dictionary. 

However, what skilled writers do very often is to paraphrase with synonymous phrases 

that they create themselves. In (1), for example, 'experience' becomes 'knowledge about 

life'. 

D) Changing the word order: 

In both (1) and (2), although the ideas are in the same order as in the essay question, there 

are inevitably several changes in the word order. 

Further comments: 

Note that in the essay question, the words 'opportunity' and 'danger' convey the idea of 

something that may or may not happen. To convey the same idea, (1) uses the word 

'potential', while (2) uses the mod a ls 'can' and 'may' . 

All the above methods of paraphrasing are useful in enabling you to showcase your English 

language skills. While option C is based on your knowledge of vocabulary, options A, Band 

D show your skills in English grammar. When paraphrasing, it is common for people to rely 

solely on option C (vocabulary). However, you can gain as much advantage from using 

options A, Band D instead. Furthermore, it is good to show flexibility in the way you 

paraphrase. 

Useful Tips for Writing a Good Paraphrase of the Essay Question 

• Make sure your paraphrase reflects accurately the meaning expressed in the essay 

question. 

• Do not add any ideas that are not in the essay question. 

• Not all words need to be changed . You can use some of the words given in the essay 

question, but try not to use more than three consecutive words from the question. This 

means that you should limit the number of words that are in the same order as given in 

the question. 
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• Remember that not everything has to be or can be paraphrased. Over-paraphrasing is a 

common source of mistakes in IELTS essays. 

• Do not rely exclusively on synonyms. Whenever possible, use several paraphrasing 

techniques in combination. This will also help boost your band score for grammar 

rather than focusing only on vocabulary. 

• Avoid paraphrases that are much longer than the original. 

• Remember that the main aim of the background statement is not to display 

sophisticated vocabulary and syntax, but rather to show that you understand the essay 

question. 

Always aim for meaning and accuracy rather than aiming to impress. 

Using Synonyms and Other Paraphrasing Techniques in the Body of the 

Essay 

Example 1: 

► The government should increase social benefits to alleviate poverty. 

We can guess that 'poverty' is probably a key word here, and as we know that it would not 

be easy to paraphrase, we may decide to keep it. 

However, we could use 'raise' instead of 'increase' . We could also use 'reduce' instead of 

'alleviate'; 'eradicate' would not be acceptable as it would change the meaning (if you 

eradicate a social problem, you get rid of it completely, whereas if you alleviate it, you just 

make it less severe). 

So we now have: 

► The government should raise social benefits to reduce poverty. 

Further, since we know that it is the government that pays benefits, we could have: 

► Social benefits should be raised to reduce poverty. 

'Social benefits' does not necessarily have to be paraphrased, but if it has already been 

used several times, 'welfare benefits' or 'welfare payments' could be a useful alternative: 

► Welfare payments should be raised to reduce poverty. 

Finally, the word order could be changed: 

► In order to reduce poverty, welfare payments should be raised . 

In conclusion, we have here four effective paraphrases of the original sentence. Which one 

is best, however, will depend on how well it fits in with the sentence that comes before 

and/or the one that comes after. 
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Example 2: 

► Countries which rely exclusively on the tourist trade will be badly affected by a 

world economic downturn. 

In this case, we can assume that the main topic is 'the tourist trade' . This could be replaced 

with 'tourism' . 

A few more synonyms quickly come to mind, such as: 

'countries' ➔ 'nations' 

'rely (on)' ➔ 'depend (on)' 

'exclusively' ➔ 'entirely', 'solely' 

'badly' ➔ 'severely', 'seriously', 'adversely' 

'world' (used as an adjective) ➔ 'global' 

'economic downturn' ➔ 'recession' 

So, using only synonyms we now have: 

► Nations which depend solely on tourism will be severely affected by a global 

recession . 

Further, the passive could be changed into an active: 

► A global recession will severely affect nations which depend solely on tourism. 

(Conversely, it is often possible to change an active fo rm into a passive.) 

A few more options are available. For example, the modal 'will', expressing certainty, could 

be replaced with 'is bound to', and the adjective 'dependent' could be used instead of the 

verb 'depend': 

► A global recession is bound to severely affect nations which are solely dependent on 

tourism. 

Finally, the relative pronoun and the auxiliary could be left out: 

► Nations solely dependent on tourism are bound to be severely affected by a global 

recession . 

In conclusion, as was the case with Example 1, here too we have four effective paraphrases 

of the original sentence. And, similarly, which one is best will depend on how well it fits in 

with the preceding sentence and/or the following one. 

See Workbook Exercises page 55. I 
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[ Giving Examples 

In IELTS Writing Task 2, you might want to provide examples in order to illustrate a point or 

support a claim. Examples are not essential in an IELTS essay. You use them when you feel 

they can help explain and illustrate your idea. 

Selecting Examples 

It is important that you learn to use examples correctly, not only examples that are just 

grammatically correct. Below are some extra guidelines to help you understand the use of 

examples in your IELTS essay. 

1. Examples should add rich content to your essay. However, many people make the 

mistake of adding examples that are unnecessary and too obvious. Make sure you think 

carefully about what examples you use and how to use them. 

Incorrect: 

► These days more and more parents are giving children fast food, such as 

hamburgers, chips, hotdogs, and pizza, instead of balanced meals. 

The examiner knows what fast food is. It is completely unnecessary to explain fast food 

by giving examples. Examples should be used to highlight or explain something that is 

not clear without the example. Examples make ideas clearer but they should not be 

used to define obvious English words . 

Correct: 

► These days more and more parents are giving children fast food instead of 

balanced meals, which means children are not getting enough nutrition in their 

diet. 

By cutting out the examples in the sentence, we now have space to add more useful 

information which will help our score for Task Response and also for rrammar (we have 

added a clause). 

2. Never use an example as a way to introduce an idea. In IELTS, you must show a logical 

order of information. This means you should state the main point clearly first and then 

add an example in one of the following sentences as a way to illustrate that point. 

3. You do not need to put examples in all your body paragraphs. Although this is a 

recommendation made by many teachers to help you to create paragraph content more 

easily, it is not a rule of IELTS. Use examples when you feel an example is useful to 

illustrate a point. 
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4. Do not just write out long lists of examples. Think about them, select which ones to use, 

and decide how to present them. This should be part of your planning stage before you 

start writing your essay. 

Incorrect: 

► Nowadays, everybody is taking advantage of the internet, starting from 

students, teachers, doctors, engineers up to even farmers, workers and the list 

goes on. 

The sentence above uses a list of jobs to illustrate a point. Although the writer does not 

use for example, the jobs are there as an illustration. However, this writer has not 

carefully selected how to use those examples or which ones to use. The writer has 

instead given as many examples as possible. 

Remember that you will not get a higher band score because you have listed more 

examples. 

Correct: 

► Nowadays, everybody is taking advantage of the internet, from professionals 

such as doctors and engineers down to people on a lower income such as 

students. 

Linking Words & Giving Examples 

The most commonly used expressions for giving examples are for example and for 

instance. However, there are many ways to signpost to the reader that you are presenting 

an example or illustration . For this reason, you should never repeat linking words for giving 

examples. It is important that you show different ways to present examples in your essay. 

for example I for instance 

For example and for instance have the same meaning and can be used interchangeably. 

They are often used at the beginning of a clause or sentence. 

► Many things can be done on a daily basis to reduce the amount of waste we 

produce. For example, containers can be reused and plastic recycled. 

However, for example and for instance can also be used in the middle or at the end of a 

sentence. 
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Therefore, avoid overusing these expressions at the beginning of sentences. You can vary 

their position in order to show flexibility. 

► Human migration has a host of different causes. Social unrest and political 

instability, for instance, often drive people to leave their country of birth. 

► Environment-conscious travellers now try to fly as little as possible. They prefer 

to use overnight trains or sleeper buses, for example. 

Note how commas are used in the above sentences. 

such as 

Another useful expression is such as. You can use it to introduce one or several examples 

of something you mention. 

► Healthcare professionals such as doctors and nurses often have to work long 

hours in an extremely stressful environment. 

► We can get all the proteins we need from foods such as cheese and eggs. 

If such as introduces a list of more than two items, it is usually preceded by a comma. 

► Even people who are not so well off now like to travel to places that were once 

the most exotic destinations, such as the Maldives, Bhutan or Antarctica. 

Other useful expressions 

Changing the sentence structure is an effective way of avoiding overuse of for example: 

► The health of our economic system is deteriorating gradually. The 2008 financial 

crisis is an obvious example of this. 

► Homelessness is a glaring example of the unfairness of our society. 

► I personally believe that our society could be much fairer. To illustrate this point, 

just consider how easily homelessness could be reduced. 

► In my opinion, prison is not a good deterrent. To give a clear example, it is well 
known that a large number of first-time offenders turn to crime again upon 

release. 

► It is well known that a large number of first-time offenders turn to crime again 

upon release. This example shows that prison is not an effective deterrent. 
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► Body language varies a lot from one culture to another. Take, for example, 
Albania and Bulgaria, where shaking your head from side to side means 'yes', 
while in most other cultures it means 'no'. 
-0, 

Body language varies a lot from one culture to another. Take Albania and 
Bulgaria, for example, where shaking your head from side to side means 'yes', 
while in most other cultures it means 'no'. 

► Austria has recently passed a law banning non-biodegradable plastic bags. This is 
an illustration of how the amount of plastic waste could be drastically reduced 
on a worldwide scale. 
-0, 

Austria has recently passed a law banning non-biodegradable plastic bags. This 

illustrates how the amount of plastic waste could be drastically reduced on a 
worldwide scale. 

► In my opinion, environmental education should begin at primary school. To be 

specific, I believe that children need to become aware of the threat posed by 
global warming and to be actively engaged in community programmes that 
promote healthy living and clean energy use. 

in other words 

This expression is not really used to introduce examples, but it can be useful in essay 

writing when you want to paraphrase or clarify an idea you have just expressed, or when 

you want to provide some more details. 

► In my opinion, the best teachers are those who have earned the right 
qualifications and also have the necessary personal qualities to motivate 
children to learn. In other words, there is no clear-cut answer to the question 
whether good teachers are born or made. 

Words and Phrases to Avoid When Giving Examples 

e.g. 
This is an abbreviation of the Latin words exempli gratia, which mean 'for example'. 

Do not use e.g. in formal writing. Use the full phrase for example (or such as) instead: 

Incorrect: 

► Deforestation is a severe problem in many countries (e.g. Brazil and Indonesia) 
and has devastating consequences for the whole planet. 

232 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

like 

Correct: 

► Deforestation is a severe problem in many countries (for example in Brazil and 

Indonesia) and has devastating consequences for the whole planet. 
-0, 

Deforestation is a severe problem in many countries, such as Brazil and 

Indonesia, and has devastating consequences for the whole planet. 

This is a very informal way of introducing examples. It is alright to use it in informal spoken 

English, but never in essay writing. 

Incorrect: 

► We should eat a balanced diet and avoid fatty foods like ice cream and butter. 

Correct: 

► We should eat a balanced diet and avoid fatty foods such as ice cream and 

butter. 

namely 
This word has a different meaning from for example and therefore cannot be used instead. 

It is possible to use namely in your essay, but not as a way to present an example. 

Compare these sentences: 

1. The three most populous countries in the world, namely China, India and the 

United States, ought to lead the fight against global warming. 

2. A number of European cities, for example Venice and Amsterdam, are now 

suffering from tourism overcrowding. 

In Sentence 1, we are dealing with a complete list. Therefore, we use namely to introduce 

it. Here, China, India and the United States are not given as three examples but as a 

complete list. 

In Sentence 2, by contrast, we are dealing with an illustrative list. This means that we only 

mention a limited number of examples from a list which is much longer. Therefore, we use 

for example or for instance to introduce it. Only two examples of European cities suffering 

from overcrowding are given; the complete list would be much longer. 

etc. 

It is best not to use etc. in your essay. Instead, just choose exactly which examples you 

want to use. Limit them to one, two or at most three. 
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Incorrect: 

► Some jobs require people such as doctors, nurses, firemen, etc. to work long 

hours, which affects their body clock. 

Correct: 

► Some jobs require people such as doctors, nurses and firemen to work long 

hours, which affects their body clock. 

Informal expressions to avoid 

Below are a few examples of informal expressions which would be acceptable in an oral 

presentation but should be avoided in essay writing. 

• To give you a better idea ... 

• Let's take a look at this more 

closely. 

• The best way I can explain this is .. 

Providing Statistics 

• My favourite example of this is ... 

• One example that springs to mind is ... 

• Something I would really like to 

emphasise is ... 

Task Response in IELTS Writing Task 2 is part ly about expanding, explaining and illustrating 

your ideas. Presenting statistics is one way to exemplify your ideas. However, it is not 

necessarily the best way. While it is not wrong to use data (statistics), it is often better to 

use language instead. Facts and numbers will not be marked by the examiner, but 

language and ideas will be. So, by presenting your examples using high-level language 

rather than statistics, you are more likely to increase your score. This is illustrated in the 

example sentences below. 

Incorrect for IELTS: 

► Over the 20th century, the Earth's average surface temperature rose 0.9 degrees 

Celsius owing to increased carbon dioxide and other human-made emissions 

into the atmosphere. Besides, the global sea level rose by about 20 centimetres. 

However, since the beginning of the 21st century, the rate is nearly double that 

of the last century and is accelerating slightly every year. 

Correct for IELTS: 

► Owing to increased carbon dioxide and other human-made emissions into the 

atmosphere, the Earth's average surface temperature has increased markedly 

over the past century. Besides, the global sea level has risen dramatically and 

now keeps rising faster than ever before. 
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The first version contains more hard data than the second version. In an IELTS essay, 

however, you are not expected to supply precise data such as figures, dates or statistics. 

You are simply expected to provide topic-relevant and convincing examples to support the 

claims you make, written clearly and accurately. You do not get extra points in IELTS for 

providing data. 

Furthermore, if you do decide to supply some statistics, you do not need to state where 

you got the statistics from. In most academic essays, providing the source of the data is 

essential. However, this is not the case with an IELTS essay. For this reason, it is irrelevant 

to your score to use phrases such as "According to recent studies" or "A recent survey 

published in the US showed that". 
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Paragraphing 

Paragraphing actually falls under the marking criterion of Coherence and Cohesion. 

However, it seems fitting to offer some advice on this aspect of your essay. 

How many paragraphs? 

An IELTS essay will have four or five paragraphs including an introduction and a conclusion, 

which are compulsory. The body of the essay must be divided into paragraphs. You are 

being marked on your ability to organise your ideas into paragraphs, so make sure you plan 

this before you start writing. You should have either two or three body paragraphs. This 

will allow you to sufficiently extend your essay within the time limit. 

Will I get a high score if I have five paragraphs? 

Your IELTS essay score is based on more than how many paragraphs you have. The 

structure of your essay is just one part of the marking assessment. Paragraphing and 

linking combined are assessed in the criterion of Coherence and Cohesion, which is 25% of 

your score. Failure to produce relevant paragraphs will lower your score in this criterion . 

Having only one body paragraph means you have failed to divide ideas and will lower your 

score. Having too many body paragraphs usual ly means you have not extended your ideas 

enough, which could also have a negat ive impact on your score. 

Introduction 

Your introduction serves two purposes. The first aim is to introduce the issues your essay 

will be dealing with. This is done by paraphrasing the essay question, which means writing 

it again in your own words as a background statement. The second aim is to present your 

main ideas or your position in a thesis statement. You do not need a statement such as 

"This essay will ... ". Such statements are commonly used in academic writing but are not 

required for IELTS and do not boost your score. A lengthy introduction will not help your 

score. However, extended ideas in the body paragraphs will. 

Body paragraphs 

There are no rules about what to put in your body paragraphs. It is common that the first 

sentence will contain the main point of the paragraph or the central theme. This is often 

called a Topic Sentence. Always make sure you write your topic sentences in full to include 

both the main point and how it connects to the issues in the question. The sentences 

following the topic sentence are called supporting points, but it might be just as useful to 

call them extra information or additional explanation. 
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Many people preparing for IELTS believe that a body paragraph must use the following 

structure: 

1. Main point 

2. Example 

3. Concluding statement 

This is not the case. There are no such rules in IELTS as to what your paragraph must 

contain. While examples are useful to illustrate your essay, they are not actually a 

requirement. You only illustrate where you feel relevant. Moreover, your body paragraph 

does not require a concluding statement. In fact, for such a short essay, having a 

concluding statement for every single paragraph with a conclusion at the end as well will 

be too much repetition. Lastly, although the paragraph structure above is useful, it can also 

be very limiting and lacking in options. Flexibility is essential if you are aiming for a high 

score. Try to avoid making your essay too formulaic. 

It is best to decide the type of information you want to put in your body paragraphs once 

you know what your ideas are, and how you want to explain them and link them to the 

issues in the question. You could include: 

• further explanation 

• comparisons 

• opposites 

• hypothetical situations 

• causes 

• solutions 

• recommendations 

• suggestions 

• examples or other types of illustrations 

• exceptions to the rule, or concessions 

• negative situations (If X does not happen, it might result in Y) 

• concluding point. 

The above ideas are only some of the possible options and should be used flexibly to show 

the full range of your ability and to vary information. What I mean is, try not to make every 

paragraph the same in format. For more examples of what to put in your body paragraph, 

spend time looking through this e-book and making notes on all the sentence structures 

and examples given -you will soon see the flexible range available to you for your body 

paragraphs. 
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As your body paragraphs carry much of the weight of your marks in Writing Task 2, they 

should also make up the largest proportion of your essay. As a guideline, if your essay is 

about 280 words, your introduction and conclusion together would be about 80-90 words. 

That would leave you with about 200-190 words for your body paragraphs. This is a rough 

estimate only. 

Conclusion 

It is vital that you finish your conclusion. Failure to produce a conclusion to your essay will 

automatically reduce your score for Task Response, which is 25% of your marks. Always 

check the time and, when only five minutes are left, turn to your conclusion regardless of 

where you are in your essay. 

Conclusions should start with an appropriate linking device, such as In conclusion or To 

sum up. These devices signpost to the reader that you are concluding your essay. You are 

being marked on how well you link and signpost your essay. 

A conclusion should contain no new ideas relevant to the task. It should contain a 

summary of the main points in your essay. If you wish to add a final comment, you can. 

This will commonly be a prediction or suggestion. 
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Punctuation 

The accuracy with which you use punctuation marks will affect your score on Grammatical 

Range and Accuracy. 

The two punctuation marks that you need to get absolutely right in your essay are the 

comma (, ) and the full stop ( . ). Occasionally, you might also need to use a colon ( : ) or an 

apostrophe (' ), but do not use exclamation marks ( ! ) or question marks ( ? ). 

When proofreading your essay, do make sure that you have used full stops and commas 

where necessary. 

Full stop 

A full stop is used to mark the end of a sentence. The new sentence that follows a full stop 

always begins with a capital letter. Remember to leave a small space between the full stop 

and the word which begins the next sentence. 

In the following example, notice the full stop after imagination and also the capital 'H' on 

However: 

► In my opinion, art classes are necessary to develop children's imagination~ 

l8]owever, art classes should not be taught at the expense of other school 

subjects. 

Comma 

The use of the comma has been explained in various chapters throughout this e-book. 

Below you will find the main uses of the comma summarised and divided into sections to 

help you identify the areas that the examiner will undoubtedly pay attention to. 

1. ~ bordinate clauses 

2. Relative clauses 

3. T, which is why ... 

4. . .. not only ... but also ... 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Linking words 

Clauses with and, but, so, yet, nor and or 

Length of clauses 

Items in a list 

239 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

1. Subordinate clauses 

• When a subordinate clause comes at the beginning of a sentence, it is followed by a 

comma: 

► If the government decided to improve the public transportation system~ fewer 

people would drive to work. 

There is often no comma when the main clause is at the beginning: 

Fewer people would drive to work if the government decided to improve the 

public transportation system. 

Further examples: 

► Although gender equality has made a lot of progress~ some school subjects 

remain male dominated. 
,(1,, 

Some school subjects remain male dominated although gender equality has 

made a lot of progress. 

► As the influx of visitors in the world's major cities has reached crisis point~ global 

tourism urgently needs to rethink itself. 
,(1,, 

Global tourism urgently needs to reth ink itself as the influx of visitors in the 

world's major cities has reached crisis point. 

For more information about when to use a comma in subordinate clauses, go to 'Sentence 

Structure', pages 45-69.] 

2. Relative clauses 

• A non-defining relative clause always requires a comma before and after it: 

► Schoolchildren~ who take physical exercise regularly~ often have a healthier 

lifestyle than their parents. 

By contrast, no comma is required before or after a defining relative clause: 

► Schoolchildren who take physical exercise regularly tend to perform better in 

exams than those who do not. 

For more information about defining and non-defining relative clauses, go to pages 70-82. 
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2. . .. , which is why . .. 

• Remember to use a comma before which is why, and also before which used to refer 

back to a whole clause: 

► All too often, prisons fail to offer suitable rehabilitation programmes~ which is 

why many inmates have difficulty integrating back into society. 

► Many people actually panic when they are unable to be online~ which is a clear 

sign of their addiction to social media. 

3. . .. not only . .. but also ... 

• Do not use commas in sentences with ... not only ... but also ... : 

► The lack of online security is a matter of considerable concern not only for 

businesses but also for private internet users. 

4. Linking words 

• To make an essay 'hang together', we need to use linking words (sometimes called 

'connectors', 'linkers' or 'discourse markers'). When they are used at the beginning of a 

sentence, those linkers are always followed by a comma: 

► A relatively small number of brands have imposed themselves on the world 

stage. As a result~ many local businesses have had to close down. 

► Sports lessons can develop a child's interest in exercise and outdoor activities. 

Besides~ they can also be effective in combating overweight and obesity. 

► Over the past 50 years, there has been a growing awareness of ecological issues. 

On the other hand~ the amount of plastic that is thrown away has led to an 

environmental disaster. 

The main linkers that can be used at the beginning of a sentence can be grouped as 

follows: 

Result 

As a result, ... 

Consequently, ... 

Therefore, ... 

Cause 

Because of [N(P)], ... 

Therefore, ... 

Addition 

Besides, ... 

Furthermore, ... 

Moreover, ... 
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Contrast 

However, ... 

Nevertheless, ... 

On the other hand, ... 

In spite of [N(P)], ... 

Despite [N(P)], ... 

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

Alternatives/Choices 

Alternatively, ... 

Otherwise, ... 

Instead of [N(P)], ... 

Rather than [N(P)], ... 

Text Organisers 

First, ... / Firstly, ... 

Second, ... / Secondly, ... 

Finally, ... / Lastly, ... 

To sum up, ... 

In conclusion, ... 

In my opinion, ... 

In my view, ... 

For example, ... 

Some of the linkers in this table can also be used in the middle of the sentence. Note 

that when this is the case, a comma is needed before and after the linker: 

► A good university degree is essential when applying for an academic job. 

In business□ howeve~ soft skills and experience are usually more useful. 

► Some people argue that t he only pu rpose of business is to make a profit. Such a 

stance is□ in my view□ short-sighted as well as unethical. 

► In general, whether or not experience is more important than academic 

qualifications depends on the job being applied for. In law or medicine□ for 

example□ a university degree is absolutely essential. 

5. Clauses with and, but, so, yet, nor and or 

• A comma is used to separate two main clauses linked with and, but, so, yet, nor and or. 
This is particularly the case when the clauses are long and quite distinct in meaning: 

► Parents often spend a considerable amount of time watching television□ and 

their children waste time chatting with friends online instead of doing their 

homework. 

► High-rise apartment blocks offer moderately priced housing in urban areas□ but 

the lack of outdoor spaces makes many people search for other types of 

accommodation. 

► Few prisons offer adequate rehabilitation programmes□ so prisoners have 

problems when they return to the community. 
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► The horrors of war are well documented in history books~ those who govern 

us do not try hard to maintain peace. 

► Governments do not seem willing to adopt measures that would ensure a fairer 

distribution of wealth~ nor do they try to address the root causes of poverty. 

► Parents should encourage their children to talk at mealtimes~ or create other 

opportunities for all family members to talk to each other. 

However, the comma may be omitted if the clauses are very short and closely linked: 

► Children watch too much television and do not take enough exercise. 

► Many people like nature but would not like to live in a village. 

► Many children wish to attend school yet are unable to do so. 

6. Length of clauses 

• As stated above, the length of the clause will determine if you need to use a comma or 

not. However, there are no fixed rules in English grammar to distinguish how many 

words constitute a long clause or a short clause. This means the writer must decide if 

the length requires punctuation or not. As a general guide: 

a) the comma sometimes signals the place where we might take a pause to breathe if 

we were speaking the sentence out loud 

b) if the clause is very long, it might be easier for the reader to have the comma 

present in order to distinguish one clause from the other. 

Modern English usage does tend towards using fewer commas than in the past. 

However, use the above two suggestions as a guide, as well as the examples provided, 

to decide whether you will use a comma or not. The examiner will be flexible about 

this aspect of punctuation. 

7. Items in a list 

• Use a comma to separate items in a list: 

► Even in developed countries, many people cannot afford the bare necessities of 

life, such as food~ shelter~ proper clothing and medical care. 

Between the last two items in a list, a comma is not usually used except if the items are 

long: 

► Schools are places where not only subjects should be taught but also human 

values such as solidarit~ team spirit~ compassion for the suffering of all 

creatures~ and readiness to help anyone in need. 
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Colon 

On rare occasions, it may happen that you need to use a colon. A colon is used to 

introduce items in a list: 

► There are three things we can easily do without if we want to protect our 

environment0 CFCs, fossil fuels and single-use plastic bags. 

You can also use a colon to introduce an explanation: 

► Our planet is on the verge of an ecological disaster0 sea levels are rising, the 

ozone layer is depleted, and an increasing number of plant and animal species 

are facing extinction. 

Apostrophe 

We use an apostrophe for two main reasons: in contracted forms (e.g. can't I we're I won't 

I hasn't, etc.) and after a noun to indicate possession. As you must not under any 

circumstances use contracted forms in academic essay writing, only the possessive marker 

is of interest here. 

(1) ► Unless we stop depleting the Earth~ natural resources, we will cause 

irreversible damage to the environment. 

(2) ► For our children~ sake, the issue of global warming needs to be dealt with 

urgently. 

► People~ opinions about current issues such as climate change and 

overpopulation vary greatly from one country to another. 

(3) ► Trade wars between superpowers are in nobody~ interest. 

► The right to express one~ opinions should be protected by law in all 

countries. 

(4) ► In my view, younger children should only be allowed to use social 

media under their parents~ supervision. 
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As the sentences above illustrate,~ is used (1) after singular nouns that do not end in -s; 

(2) after plural nouns that do not end in -s; (3) after indefinite pronouns that do not end in 

-s. 

Use~ (4) after plural nouns ending in -s. 

Remember that an apostrophe is not used with possessive pronouns (its I yours I his I hers 

I ours I theirs). 

See Workbook Exercises page 58. I 

Copyright Reminder 

It is illegal to share this e-book in public. This e-book is 

protected by copyright law. 

This e-book is for your own personal use only. Anyone 

sharing this e-book in public can face legal consequences. 

Please respect the hard work of the author. Please report any 

copies of this e-book found being distributed online to IELTS 

Liz (Elizabeth Ferguson, the copyright owner). 

Thank you 
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Phrases to Avoid or Use with Caution 

Avoid learning whole sentences or phrases to use in your IELTS essay. Learning vocabulary 

is fine, but not memorising expressions or sentences. Each sentence should be uniquely 

created by yourself, not memorised from books. This is a language test and the examiner 

will mark you based on YOUR OWN language - not on memorised phrases. 

It is fine to learn linking words (while, however, on the other hand). In fact, you need to 

learn them and use them correctly. Linking words are not considered as phrases. If you do 

not use linking words, you will get a lower score because they are part of the marking 

criterion of Coherence and Cohesion, which counts for 25% of your writing marks. 

Most of the structures below should be used with caution and you certainly should not be 

focusing your time on learning them. They are VERY overused and therefore are not 

recommended as a way to boost your score. IELTS is a language test which tests your own 

language - not other people's language. Yes, IELTS Writing Task 2 is a formal essay but it is 

not a university essay. It is an essay for a language test. The examiner will mark your 

language - not learned expressions or memorised sentences. 

Will I get a lower score if I use these sentences/phrases? 

Not necessarily. But it is a waste of your time to focus on filling your essay with phrases 

and sentences that will not boost your score. 

Phrases 

x It cannot be denied that ... / It is indisputable that ... 

o Most IELTS essays are based on opinion, which means that these phrases are 

not often needed. They are overused by students inappropriately. These can 

only be used when dealing with fact. 

x In the modern era/ With the development of modern technology ... 

o Most IELTS essays are about current issues and it is not necessary to stress 
this, unless comparing with the past. Using "in the modern era" is an 

expression repeatedly overused by students all over the world. 

o "With the development of modern technology ... ", might be used if your 

essay is about modern technology. But if the topic is about education, then it 

shows the examiner you are using this to boost your score using memorised 

expressions. 
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x This essay will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of ... / This essay will 

discuss both sides and then conclude ... / In this essay I plan to discuss both sides 

and then present my opinion ... 

o It is not wrong to use these phrases, but they are very overused, and it is 

better to introduce your ideas directly using your own sentence structure. 

They also include many words that are memorised and used in the same 

order by thousands of IELTS students. It does not demonstrate your own 

English language skills. This phrase will not help your score for language. 

o Furthermore, the examiner has the instructions. The examiner knows what 

you plan to do because it is written in the instructions. So, do not waste time 

paraphrasing instructions. Just start your essay directly by introducing the 

essay topic and presenting your direct answer. 

x Research has shown that ... / Recent studies show that ... 

o Although it is good to give examples in IELTS Writing Task 2, it is not a 
requirement. The instructions ask you to present examples when relevant -

this means you choose if you want to use them or not. 

o Moreover, you do not need to write about research and statistics. The 

examiner will not be marking your knowledge. Presenting data in Writing 

Task 2 will not have any impact on your score. 

x From the arguments presented above, it can be concluded that ... 

o You need to inform the reader that you are beginning your conclusion and 

the usual linking words are "In conclusion". If you add "From the arguments 

... " - it is not going to boost your score because it is a learned phrase. It is not 

wrong to use it, but it is not going to impress the examiner. 

Can I use quotes? 

A quote will not help your vocabulary or grammar score because the words are not yours. 

The quote is not an example of your own language, it is an example of someone else's 

language. IELTS is a language test aimed to assess your own level of English, not your 

memory of other people's English. 

Can I use idioms? 

Most idioms are informal and not suitable for IELTS essays. However, it is possible to use 

idiomatic language such as "the key to ... " or "in the long run ... ". 

See page 158 and page 159 on Articles for a list of idiomatic expressions suitable for 

Writing Task 2 essays. 
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[ Deleting Mistakes 

It is fine to correct your writing and delete mistakes in your IELTS essay if you are taking 

the paper-based test. However, you need to make your corrections easy to read . If your 

essay is messy or your corrections are difficult to understand, it will have a negative impact 

on your score . 

There are no fixed rules about how to delete in IELTS Writing Task 2. Below are three 

suggestions of how to correct your mistakes. The key is to make your corrections clear and 

easily visible to the examiner. 

How to Correct Mistakes 

1. Many people prefer toge-commute to work using private transport. 

2. 

You can put a line through your mistake. Make sure the line is very clear and easy 
for the examiner to see. It must be clear that the word "go" is not to be counted in 

that sentence. 

•commute 

------------
M a riy people prefe r t o ftt1- t o w ork using privat e t ra nsport. 

You can insert the correct word above the deleted word. 

3. Many people prefer to. commute to work using private transport. 

It is possible to fully delete the word that is incorrect. This way, the examiner will 

only read the correct words. 

Using a Pencil 

It is possible to use a pen or a pencil for the IELTS writing test . 

If you use a pencil, you can remove your mistakes using an eraser. Make sure the new 

word you write is easy to read and very clear. Some pencils are not strong, so make sure 

you choose a pencil that is very easy to read. 

If you use a pen, make sure you are tidy when you correct your errors. As long as the 

examiner can easily read what you write, it is fine. 
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Deleting Whole Sentences 

The main reason people have to delete a whole sentence in their essay is because they 

have not spent time on planning. Your ideas, your supporting points, your linking and your 

organisation all count for 50% of your writing marks. It is not sensible to skip this stage. At 

least five minutes should be spent on planning all aspects of your essay. This means that 

every sentence in your essay will have been planned before you start your introduction. 

If you want to delete a whole sentence, make sure your new sentence is easy to read and 

easy to find. 

Writing on the Wrong Answer Sheet 

Some students make a mistake and write their Writing Task 2 on their Writing Task 1 

answer sheet. If this happens to you, make sure you change the title at the top of the page, 

so the examiner knows what has happened. Make sure you label which sheet is Task 1 and 

which is Task 2. 

Using an Extra Answer Sheet 

If you use an extra sheet for your Writing Task 2, make sure you highlight this for the 

examiner. You can write: Page 1 of 2 / Page 2 of 2. This is just a recommendation, not a 

rule. 
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Common Errors to Avoid 

It is important to reduce the number of errors you make in your IELTS essay as these will 

have a direct impact on your IELTS score. 

See the table below: 

Band Score I Error Frequency 
,----

f equent errors which can compromise meaning Band 5 

Band 6 Some errors but meaning is clear 

Band 7 __l_F requent error-free sentences 
~ 

Band 8 Most sentences are error free 

Band 9 I Rare minor errors, mostly occurring as 'slips' 

Common Grammar Errors Checklist 

In this chapter, you will find a list of common grammar errors that people make in their 

IELTS essay. Each common error is listed wi t h examples and relevant page numbers so you 

can refer to particular chapters for more information. 

The common grammar errors are listed in the table below. You can tick the ones that apply 

to you. The first row of the table shows the most common errors made by people and the 

second row the next most common, and so on. After you work on your grammar using this 

e-book, you should start reducing that list to only five common mistakes so that you can 

keep those five mistakes in mind when you are proofreading your IELTS essay. 

1. the vs "Zero Article" 

5. Uncountable Nouns 

9. Sentence Length 

13. Flowery Language 

I 2. Prepositions 1 3. Subject-Verb I 4. Word Form 

Agreement 

6. Referencing: it I 1. Relative Clauses 8. Contractions 

I 10. Linking Words I 11. Using 12. Word 

Interrogatives Order 

14. Adjectives & I 1s. Capital Letters 

Adverbs 
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1. the vs "Zero Article" 

Some words do not use the, while some others do. You need to learn which ones do and 

which ones do not. 

x Government should spend more money on protecting environment. 

✓ The government should spend more money on protecting the environment. 

x Crime in the society has risen in recent years mainly due to poverty. 

✓ Crime in society has risen in recent years mainly due to poverty. 

x Many people turn to the religion in times of need. 

✓ Many people turn to religion in times of need. 

When you write about people or things in general, do NOT use the with plural nouns, and 

of course do not forget the plural -s. 

x The teenagers can benefit from doing work experience if it is only part-time and 

properly supervised. 

x Teenager can benefit from doing work experience if it is only part-time and 

properly supervised. 

✓ Teenagers can benefit from doing work experience if it is only part-time and 

properly supervised. 

x The cars emit gases which are harmful to the environment. 

x Car emit gases which are harmful to the environment. 

✓ Cars emit gases which are harmful to the environment. 

Similarly, do NOT use the with uncountable nouns used in a general way. 

x It is often said that the music is essential to the life. 

✓ It is often said that music is essential to life. -- -
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When we speak or write, we often begin by talking about things in general, and then we 

move on to the specific. This has important implications for the way we use or do not use 

articles: 

✓ It is often said that information is power. 

This sentence could be the opening sentence of an essay. Here, both information and 

power are uncountable nouns used in a general sense, and the is therefore not needed. 

Now, pay attention to what changes in the second sentence: 

✓ However, the information we get from the internet is not always trustworthy. 

The power it gives us is therefore highly questionable. 

We are now talking about specific information (the information we get from the internet) 

and about specific power (the power that internet information gives us). Therefore, the 

must be used. 

For more information about use or non-use of the, see Articles on pages 150-162. 

2. Prepositions 

x Children must be encouraged to go in sports centres to participate more in 

physical activities. 

✓ Children must be encouraged to go to sports centres to participate more in 

physical activities. 

To go means 'to move from one place to another' and in this sense it therefore always 

requires the spatial preposition of movement to. In is wrong here because it expresses 

location, not movement. 

However, be careful with these exceptions: go home I go back home I go abroad I 
go there I go somewhere I go shopping (swimming, skiing, etc.). These expressions are 

always used without to. 

Finally, remember the difference in meaning between gone to and been to. 

You use gone to to say that someone has gone somewhere and not come back, or not 

come back yet, as in: 

✓ Some of my classmates have gone to Valencia to study Spanish. 

This means that your classmates are not here now, they are still in Valencia. 

Contrast this with the following sentence: 
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✓ Now that mankind has been to the Moon, the next destination is Mars. 

This means that man has visited the Moon and come back from there. Has gone would be 

wrong in this case . 

x If people drive over the speed limit, it can result to fatal casualties. 

✓ If people drive over the speed limit, it can result in fatal casualties. 

x The government needs to invest its money on road and public transport 

infrastructure. 

✓ The government needs to invest its money in road and public transport 

infrastructure. 

Some verbs are often used with a specific preposition, for example result+ in and invest+ 

in. 

For more examples, go to the section on Dependent Prepositions, page 211 - 216. 

x Spending more time in watching TV as a source of entertainment is not beneficial 

on children. 

✓ Spending more time watching TV as a source of entertainment is not beneficial 

for children. 

-0, 

✓ Spending more time watching TV as a source of entertainment is not beneficial to 

children. 

x The government should spend more money for health and education . 

✓ The government should spend more money on health and education. 

Usage is very idiomatic: you spend time doing something, you spend time with your family 

or your friends, and you spend money on things. As regards beneficial, both beneficial to 

and beneficial for are correct. 

For more examples of idiomatic language with prepositions, go to the chapter on 

Prepositions, page 212. 
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x Commercials in TV often target low-income families, which can lead to more 

personal debt. 

✓ Commercials on TV often target low-income families, which can lead to more 

personal debt. 

You watch a programme on TV or listen to music on the radio, but you read something in 

the newspaper or recognise someone in a photo. 

For more examples of common expressions with spatial prepositions, go to the chapter on 

Prepositions, pages 204 - 216. 

x Technology has become more advanced since many decades ago. 

There are several problems with this sentence. Firstly, the preposition since is never used 

with the adverb ago. You use ago to say how far back in the past something happened, 

and therefore the Past Simple is required, as in 'This technology was developed many years 

ago.' 

Secondly, we use the time word since to refer to the start of a period, not to talk about the 

length of a period, so 'since FRany deca des' is wrong. We could have instead 'since the 

1960s', 'since the Middle Ages', 'since t he invent ion of t he telephone', etc. 

As we are talking about a period of time that extends up to now, we use the Present 

Perfect. 

✓ Technology has become more advanced since the first desktop computer was 

designed. 

For more information about since, ago and other time words, go to the section on 

Temporal Relationships in the chapter on Prepositions, pages 204 - 216. 

More information can also be found in the section on Past Simple vs Present Perfect in the 

chapter on Tenses, page 111 - 112. 

3. Subject-Verb Agreement 

The subject and the verb of a sentence must agree in number. If the subject is singular, the 

verb must be singular. If the subject is plural, then the verb must be plural as well . This 
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sounds simple enough, but it can sometimes be difficult to identify the exact subject, for 

example when the subject is a phrase that contains both a singular and a plural noun: 

x The number of private cars have increased dramatically. 

In this sentence, the subject of have is not 'cars' but 'the number', which is a singular noun. 

✓ The number of private cars has increased dramatically. 

x A number of scientists argues that climate change cannot be stopped. 

In this sentence, the subject of 'argue' is 'a number of', which means the same as 'some' or 

'several' and therefore requires a plural verb. 

✓ A number of scientists argue that climate change cannot be stopped. 

x Training more teachers are a priority for many developing countries. 

In this sentence, the subject is the noun phrase 'training more teachers', where the head 

word is 'training'. As 'training' is a singular noun, the verb to be must also be in the singular 

form is. 

✓ Training more teachers i.?_ a priority for many developing countries. 

✓ Staff performance is key to the success of a company. That is why new 

techniques for improving staff performance are so popular in the corporate 

world. 

In the first sentence, the subject is the singular noun 'staff performance', so the verb is in 

the third person singular. In the second sentence, by contrast, the subject is the plural 

noun 'new techniques', so the verb is in the third person plural. 

x The content our children watches on TV is often very harmful. 

There are two verbs in this sentence, to be and to watch. The subject of to be is the 

complex noun phrase 'the content our children watch on TV', where the main noun of the 

clause is the singular noun 'content' . The verb to be is therefore in the singular form is 

because of the singular main noun 'content'. The subject of the verb to watch, however, is 
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the plural noun 'children', which explains why the verb must be plural. See the correct 

sentence below. 

✓ The content our children watch on TV is often very harmful. 

~ 

4. Word Form 

It is important not only to have the correct meaning of the word (which falls under the 

marking criterion of vocabulary) but also to choose the correct form of the word 

(grammar) . It often happens that people use the right word, but then fail to choose the 

correct form of that word. 

advise (Verb)/ advice (Noun) 

x It is important that young people are given good advise for their future career. 

✓ It is important that young people are given good advice for their future career. 

(uncountable noun) 

✓ It is important that young people are properly advised about their future career. 

(verb) 

affect (Verb)/ effect (Noun) 

✓ The climate has always affected the way people live. (verb) 

✓ The climate has always had a significant effect on the way people live. (noun) 

complain (Verb)/ complaint (Noun) 

✓ Public transport users often complain about overcrowding and delays. (verb) 

✓ The most frequent complaints of public transport users are about overcrowding 

and delays. (noun) 
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lack (Verb)/ lack (Noun) 

Pay attention to whether you are using this word as a verb or as a noun. Also check 

prepositions being used with this word. 

x Many developing countries lacking in good infrastructure, which limits their 

economic development. 

✓ Many developing countries are lacking in good infrastructure, which limits their 

economic development. 

✓ Many developing countries lack well-trained teachers and facilities in rural areas. 

x Many developing countries have lack of well-trained teachers and facilities in rural 

areas. 

x Many developing countries are lack of well-trained teacher and facilities in rural 

areas. 

✓ Many developing countries have a lack of well-trained teachers and facilities in 

rural areas. 

x In many developing countries, t here is lack of good medical and educational 

resources. 

✓ In many developing countries, there is a lack of good medical and educational 

resources. 

practise (Verb)/ practice (Noun) 

✓ Musicians and sportspeople practise hard for many years in order to hone their 

skills. (verb) 

✓ Years of regular practice enable musicians and sportspeople to hone their skills. 

(noun) 

5. Uncountable Nouns 

Keep your own list of frequent uncountable nouns, together with examples. Update your 

list regularly when you study. 

x Up-to-date eguipments are vitally important for any company. 
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✓ Up-to-date equipment is vitally important for any company. (uncountable noun) 

x The internet gives us access to more informations than ever before. 

✓ The internet gives us access to more information than ever before. (uncountable 

noun) 

x Teenagers cannot be expected to follow their parents' advices all the time. 

✓ Teenagers cannot be expected to follow their parents' advice all the time. 

(uncountable noun) 

x There are no scientific evidences of life on other planets. 

✓There~ no scientific evidence of life on other planets. (uncountable noun) 

Note that many words can have both a countable and an uncountable use. Usually, the 

countable form has a specific meaning, while the uncountable form has a general meaning. 

✓ Most people prefer to read the news online rather than buy a paper every day. 

In this sentence, 'paper' is a countable noun and means 'newspaper'. 

✓ Paper is one of the greatest inventions of humankind. 

In this sentence, 'paper' is an uncountable noun and refers to the material. 

✓ Large, global companies are forcing many small businesses to close down. 

In this sentence, 'business' is a countable noun in its plural form and refers to shops, 

companies and factories. 

✓ Political instability is bad for business. 

In this sentence, 'business' is an uncountable noun which refers to the activity of buying 

and selling goods and services. 

6. Referencing: it 

Make sure you understand how to reference properly. This is not actually part of grammar, 

it is marked as part of Coherence and Cohesion. Using referencing is one way to avoid 

repeating vocabulary. 
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However, you must also make sure that you do not make mistakes when you reference: 

x Building wider roads helps solve traffic congestion, allowing i1 to move more 

easily. 

In this sentence, the word 'it' refers to 'traffic congestion'. This is a mistake. The idea of 

'moving more easily' does not refer to 'traffic congestion', it refers to 'traffic'. So, the 

sentence should be: 

✓ Building wider roads helps solve traffic congestion, allowing traffic to move more 

easily. 

7. Relative Clauses 

x People which litter should be fined. (defining relative clause) 

x Teachers. which are among the lowest-paid professionals, are essential to the 

future of any community. (non-defining relative clause) 

Never use which as a relative pronoun for people in any type of relative clause. Use who. 

✓ People who litter should be fined. 

✓ Teachers, who are among the lowest-paid professionals, are essential to the 

future of any community. 

x I admire tourists who they care for the environment and no longer travel by 

plane. 

When a relative pronoun is the subject of the verb in the relative clause, we do not need 

another pronoun. 

✓ I admire tourists who care for the environment and no longer travel by plane. 

x It is unfair to make the next generation solve the environmental problems that we 

are largely responsible for them. 

Likewise, we do not need another object pronoun when a relative pronoun is the object of 

the verb in the relative clause. 

✓ It is unfair to make the next generation solve the environmental problems that 

we are largely responsible for. 

x Internet sites, which promote hatred should be banned. 
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Do not use commas in defining relative clauses. 

✓ Internet sites which promote hatred should be banned. 

x The internet which is arguably the greatest modern invention is used for both noble 

and evil purposes. 

In this sentence, 'which is arguably the greatest modern invention' is not essential. It is a 

non-defining relative clause because it only provides extra information. If it is left out, the 

sentence still makes sense. With non-defining relative clauses, we always use commas. 

✓ The internet, which is arguably the greatest modern invention, is used for both 

noble and evil purposes. 

For detailed information about defining and non-defining relative clauses, go to page 70. 

8. Contractions 

Many people do not pay attention to this in their IELTS essays. Contractions should not be 

used in Writing Task 2 or Writing Task 1 (except for GT informal letters). It is considered a 

mistake in IELTS to use contractions in formal w riti ng. Al t hough this e-book does use the 

contraction 'Let's", this is not something you should do in your IELTS essay. 

x The government doesn't spend enough money on protecting the environment. 

✓ The government does not spend enough money on protecting the 

environment. 

9. Sentence Length 

x There is a lot of competition for jobs among graduates. Therefore, having some 

practical work experience is a good thing. It will give an applicant a distinct 

advantage over others. 

If you have a succession of very short sentences, your writing will lack cohesion. Very 

often, all you need to do to combine your ideas is use a sentence connector and make a 

few minor changes. 

✓ There is so much competition for jobs among graduates that having some 

practical work experience will give an applicant a distinct advantage over others. 
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Overlong sentences also often lack cohesion. Besides, they can make it difficult for the 

reader to understand what you are trying to say. 

x The instability of the economy and of the job market means that many workers 

are worried about being made redundant, and this fear often makes them 

tolerate low wages and poor working conditions, which puts them under strain 

and also increases the stress resulting from routinely having to take work home 

and from spending an undue amount of time commuting each day. 

Remember that a complex sentence is not the same as a long sentence. You can express 

yourself more clearly by avoiding overlong sentences and using the right connectors as 

well as the right punctuation. 

✓ Owing to the instability of the economy and of the job market, many workers are 

worried about being made redundant. This fear often makes them tolerate low 

wages and poor working conditions, which puts them under great strain. Besides, 

routinely having to take work home and the long daily commute make the stress 

even worse. 

10. Linking Words 

but I although 

x Although there is growing awareness of the dangers of plastic pollution, but many 

people continue to use single-use plastic bags. 

Both but and although express the idea of contrast. Therefore, only one conjunction is 

enough to link the clauses. 

✓ There is growing awareness of the dangers of plastic pollution, but many people 

continue to use single-use plastic bags. 

✓ Although there is growing awareness of the dangers of plastic pollution, many 

people continue to use single-use plastic bags. 

Note that when a sentence begins with Although (or Even though I Despite I In spite of) 

there is always a comma at the end of the subordinate clause. 

If you reverse the clauses, do not use a comma: 

✓ Many people continue to use single-use plastic bags although there is growing 

awareness of the dangers of plastic pollution. 
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Starting a sentence with But I Because I And 

x Plastic bags are very convenient when shopping. But they are a source of 

environmental pollution . 

x Because single-use plastic bags are a source of environmental pollution, they 

should be banned. 

x Disposable plastic bags are a source of environmental pollution. And they 

endanger the ocean wildlife. 

In essay writing, NEVER begin a sentence with But, Because, or And. 

✓ Plastic bags are very convenient when shopping, but they are a source of 

environmental pollution . 

✓ Single-use plastic bags should be banned because they are a source of 

environmental pollution . 

✓ Disposable plastic bags are a source of environmental pollution and endanger the 

ocean wildlife . 

Forgetting to use and when listing examples 

Always remember to use and before the last item w hen writing a list. 

x Sports professionals should earn less than other professionals who benefit society 

for example doctors, teachers. nurses. 

✓ Sports professionals should earn less than other professionals who benefit 

society, for example doctors, teachers and nurses. 

Note the comma before for example. 

x Most children enjoy creative activities, such as drawing, dancing, singing. 

✓ Most children enjoy creative activities, such as drawing, dancing and singing. 

For detailed information about linking words, go to Sentence Structure, pages 45-69, and 

Giving Examples, pages 229-235. 

262 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.zandienglish.ir
http://www.ieltsliz.com


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

11. Using Interrogatives 

Avoid writing questions in your essay and instead support your ideas with statements. 

There are no specific rules about this, but it is a strong recommendation. 

x But how can we solve air pollution? Firstly, we could reduce the number of cars 

on the road. 

✓ One of the most effective ways of tackling air pollution is to reduce the number 

of cars on the road. 

12. Word Order 

'Indirect' or 'reported' questions 

'Indirect' or 'reported' questions, unlike 'real' questions, do not require an auxiliary. 

x Young people today wonder why did their parents' generation ignore the issue of 

climate change. 

✓ Young people today wonder why their parents' generation ignored the issue of 

climate change. 

Adverbs 

Some can go in initial position, most can go in both mid- and end-position, but some only 

go in one or the other. There are many rules and exceptions. 

Remember these three basic rules: 

a) Adverbs of frequency (never, always, etc.) usually come after an auxiliary but before the 

main verb: 

x Young offenders are offered rarely adequate rehabilitation programmes. 

✓ Young offenders are rarely offered adequate rehabilitation programmes. 

b) Avoid separating a verb and its subject with an adverb: 

x Young children like very much being read to. 

✓ Young children very much like being read to. 

✓ Young children like being read to very much. 

c) Adverbs of place usually come before adverbs of time, and adverbs of manner before 

place and time: 
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✓ The ice caps have been melting gradually over the past decade. 

13. Flowery Language 

IELTS Writing Task 2 is not descriptive. You will need to use formal language. Although this 

mainly falls under the marking criterion of vocabulary, it will also have an impact on your 

grammar. 

x Since time immemorial, Homo sapiens has had an overwhelming urge to 

emulate the winged denizens of the skies. 

Note: home sapiens is a singular noun. 

If you want to impress, aim for clarity. Do not aim for flowery (overly descriptive) language. 

The above sentence could be effectively reworded as follows: 

✓ Mankind has always felt the urge to master flying. 

Be more succinct with language; get to the point and avoid too much description. Being 

overly descriptive in your formal essay writing does not necessarily help your score. The 

aim is to keep your ideas easy to understand and control the use of descriptive language. 

x Adults who choose to stay with their families rather than live alone play a vital 

part in strengthening the social values of society through creating a culture of 

family affinity, care and t ogetherness, w hich helps to keep the individuals 

happy, satisfied and more productive. 

✓ Adults who choose to stay with their families rather than live alone play a vital 

part in strengthening the social values of society through creating strong family 

bonds, which help support the individual. 

Keep a formal style of writing rather than a descriptive and emotional style. Do not start 

writing until you have decided how to present and explain your ideas precisely and 

directly. 

x On the one hand, some people are blessed by God having some eternal qualities 

inside them for which they need only a tiny amount of grooming to reach the 

peak of success. For example, Beethoven was a charming composer and pianist, 

and one of the most prominent musicians of any era. He was genetically 

blessed, and his contributions still warm the heart of music lovers around the 

world today. 
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✓ On the one hand, some people are fortunate to have innate talents which 

enable them to reach the peak of success without training or experience. For 

instance, Beethoven, one of the world's most prominent composers and 

pianists, was genetically gifted and was able to compose complex music at a 

very young age. This is a good example of how talent is inherited rather than 

learned. 

14. Adverbs & Adjectives 

Do not use an adjective where an adverb is needed, or vice versa. 

x Children should start learning a foreign language in primary school because they 

can learn easier at that age. 

✓ Children should start learning a foreign language in primary school because they 

can learn more easily at that age. 

x Parents need to be more care to protect their children from the influences of the 

media. 

x Parents need to be more carefully to protect children from the influences of the 

media. 

✓ Parents need to be more careful about protecting children from the influences of 

the media. 

x Young children are quickly learners. 

✓ Young children are quick learners. (Adjective+ Noun) 

✓ Young children learn quickly. (Verb+ Adverb) 

enough 

x I believe that children are enough intelligent to understand art. 

x Governments are not reacting enough fast to the threat of global warming. 

The adverb enough comes after adjectives and adverbs, never before them: 

✓ I believe that children are intelligent enough to understand art. (Adjective+ 

enough) 

265 
Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2020 

All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

www.ieltsliz.com 

www.zandienglish.ir

http://www.ieltsliz.com
http://www.zandienglish.ir


 
  

IELTS lffll Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

✓ Governments are not reacting fast enough to the threat of global warming. 

(Adverb+ enough) 

For enough used as a determiner before uncountable and plural nouns, see the chapter on 

Quantifiers, page 170. 

Easily Confused Adjectives and Adverbs: 

actual vs current 

x The actual world population is about 8 billion. 

Actual is very similar in meaning to real. If you want to talk about a situation now, do not 

use actual, use current or at the moment. 

✓ The current world population is about 8 billion. 

-0, 

✓ At the moment, the world population is about 8 billion. 

actually vs at the moment 

Likewise, actually is similar in meaning to really or in fact. 

✓ Some politicians still deny t he existence of global warming, when scientists have 

proven that it is actually a major threat to the planet. 

-0, 

✓ Some politicians still deny the existence of global warming, when scientists have 

proven that it is in fact a major threat to the planet. 

If you want to talk about a situation now, do not use actually, use at the moment or at 

present. 

✓ At the moment, world leaders seem unable to provide any viable long-term 

solutions to the major issues facing humankind. 

economic vs economical 

x Many young people want to emigrate because the economical situation in their 

country is deteriorating. 

Economical means 'using very little money, energy, petrol, etc.'. Economic refers to the 

economy of a country. 
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✓ Many young people want to emigrate because the economic situation in their 

country is deteriorating. 

✓ We need to find more economical ways of heating the buildings in which we live 

and work. 

Note that economics is a noun and refers to the university subject. 

historic vs historical 

x Man's first walk on the Moon in 1969 was a historical moment we will always 

remember. 

To talk about something that is important or famous in history, use the word historic. 

✓ Man's first walk on the Moon in 1969 was a historic moment we will always 

remember. 

We also use historic to talk about very old buildings, monuments or sites. 

✓ Mass tourism is responsible for a lot of the damage to historic buildings. 

Historical means 'relating to the past', or 'having really existed or happened in history'. So 

a historic event is one which is very important in history, whereas a historical event is 

something that really happened. 

✓ In my opinion, it is important to put a work of art in its historical context in order 

to understand it. 

interested vs interesting 

x It is a tragedy to see millions of people doing jobs in which they are not really 

interesting. 

To write about how you feel about something or someone, use the word ending in -ed 

(called the Past Participle). 

✓ It is a tragedy to see millions of people doing jobs in which they are not really 

interested. 

To write about how the thing or the person makes you feel a certain way, use the word 

ending in -ing (called the Present Participle). 

✓ Millions of people think that their job is not interesting. 

There are many pairs that function in a similar way to interested vs interesting: bored vs 

boring, confused vs confusing, excited vs exciting, tired vs tiring, shocked vs shocking, etc. 
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✓ Many teenagers go through a crisis during which they feel bored at school. 

✓ Many teenagers go through a crisis during which they say everything is boring. 

15. Capital Letters 

Always use a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence (and a full stop at the end). 

x it may be true that nobody can be completely self-sufficient. however, values 

such as solidarity and compassion are not always easy to find in our society. 

✓ !t may be true that nobody can be completely self-sufficient. However, values 

such as solidarity and compassion are not always easy to find in our society. 

All proper nouns are written with a capital letter: Marie f;_urie I Mahatma Gandhi I New 

y_ ark/ Ho !;_hi Minh Qty, etc. 

The days of the week and the months are also written with a capital letter: Tuesday I 
August, etc. 

Words for nationalities and languages also require a capital: They are f;_anadian and they 

speak both f_nglish and Erench. 

Important: 

Never use capital letters for emphasis in an IELTS essay! 

x The way some people treat their pets is OUTRAGEOUS. 

✓ The way some people treat their pets is outrageous. 

✓ The way some people treat their pets is absolutely outrageous. 
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Irregular Verb List 

The table shows some irregular verbs that are commonly used in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

be 

become 

begin 

break 

Infinitive 

bring 

broadcast 

build 

buy 

catch 

choose 

come 

cost 

cut 

deal 

do 

draw 

drink 

drive 

eat 

Past Simple 

was/were 

began 

brought 

f oadcast/broadcasted 

built 

f ought 

caught 

chose 

came 

cost 

Cut 

did 

f ew 

drank 

Past Participle 

been 

become 

begun 

broken 

brought 

broadcast/broadcasted 

built 

bought 

caught 

chosen 

come 

cost 

cut 

dealt 

done 

drawn 

drunk 

~ ve I driven 

ate eaten 

fall 

feed 

______ fell 
fallen 

fed fed 
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Infinitive Past Simple Past Participle 

feel Felt felt 

fight fought fought 

find found found 

fly Flew flown 

forbid forbade forbidden 

forget r orgot [ forgotten 

forgive forgave forgiven 

get f ot got 

give Gave given 

go Went gone 

grow Grew grown 

have Had had 

hear Heard heard 

hide Hid hidden 

hold Held held 

keep f pt kept 

know Knew known 

lay ~ aid laid 

lead Led led 

leave Left left 

lend Lent lent 

let Let let 

lie Lay lain 

lose Lost lost 

make Made made 

mean f eant jmeant 
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Infinitive 

meet 
f--

pay 
,_____ 

put 

read 

-
rise 
~ 

run 

say 

-
see 

seek 
.... 

sell 

send 

set 

shake 

show 
,_____ 

shrink 
t--

shut 

-
sink 
~ 

sit 

sleep 
f--

speak 

spend 

-spread 
,_____ 

stand 

steal 

-
take 

teach 
-

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

--

I 
Past Simple Past Participle 

Lmet I met 
-

paid paid 

r t 
-

put 
I 

read read 

fose I risen 

ran run 

l said I said 

saw seen 

l sought I sought 

sold sold 

I sent I sent 

set set 

I shook I shaken 
, I 

showed shown 

f rank 
-

c.: runk 
-

shut shut 

~ ank sunk 
-

sat sat 

Lslept ~ ept 
-

spoke spoken 

l spent ~ ent 

spread spread 

f ood f ood 
-

stole stolen 

~ ok 
-

I taken 

taught taught 
-
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Infinitive 

-
tell 

think 

-
throw -understand 

wear 

-
win 

-
write 

-

Grammar for IELTS Writing Task 2 

I 

Past Simple 

Told 

Lthought 

Threw 

p derstood 

wore 

[ won 

wrote 

I Past Participle 
--

told 

I thought 

thrown 
-

I understood 

worn 

[ won 

written 

I hope that you found this Grammar E-book 

useful. 

Do not hesitate to review chapters again 

and again. Go through this e-book as many 

times as you need. 

Make sure you have also reviewed all 

chapters in the Workbook to test yourself 

and develop more accuracy. 

I wish you all the best for your future plans. 

Liz 
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